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Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Yaron Amitai 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Eli Kenner 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Nezar Tannous 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

R/Guido de Werd 

P/P Ruth Harris 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Dan Shanit 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programmes 
15 July Meeting: 

Sheikh Ghassan Manasra, 

Director, Lights of Peace 

Society  

 “The Fast in Islam”  

17 July: Eid el-Fitr 

22 July Meeting: 

Prof. Shalom Wald, Senior 

Fellow Jewish People Policy 

Institute, Hebrew University  

 “The Fall and Rise of  

  Jewish Civilization”  

  26 July: Tishah be-Av Fast  

Future Events 
7 July: 

Jerusalem West Changeo-

ver, YMCA Jerusalem, 

 “All across the country, people are struggling with their weight. They’re 

struggling with obstacles that have kept them from eating better, moving 

more and making their health a priority. They’re struggling to adopt the 

lifestyles they need to fend off preventable disease, live longer and spend 

less on health care.” (Website of Ace Fitness) 

 

Eliav Azulay, a nutrition coach for the past 10 years, is 33 years old, married with 

one child and comes from Carmiel in the North. 

In acquiring his expertise as a nutrition coach, Eliav, has studied with the "ITAI" 

association whose facilities, he will explain during his talk, and taken advantage of 

courses on the subject at many institutions including the Open University and 

UCLA.   
 

Eliav has coached approximately 2,000 customers assisting them to meet their nu-

tritional goals in "one on one" programs.  He has given more than 600 lectures na-

tionwide including: Rotary & Lions Clubs, the Israel Diabetes Association, local 

councils, schools, kindergartens and many more. 
 

Significantly,  Eliav’s work is deeply grounded in his own personal experience, 

having suffered from being overweight himself up until 10 years ago. 

 I know I speak for the Club when I say that the past 4 

years, four months, and 2 weeks of editorship of the bulletin have stood 

out as some of the very best in recent years bringing intelligent perspec-

tive, humour, and a vitality. These qualities have served the bulletin, and 

by extension the Club, well, serving as it does as voice, pulse and, to a de-

gree, the external face of the Club.  
 

In this shadow, and wallowing in large shoes, I will endeavor to keep the 

club informed of its upcoming events, the activities of its committees and 

the progress of its projects while providing a forum for constructive Rotary 

communication. 
 

Please submit letters or article submissions to me by Erev Shabbat so I can 

have, as is my intention, a bulletin fully composed and ready for final re-

view by Sunday morning each week.  

Kern W. 

Eliav Azulay 
“Nutritional Improvement for Life” 

This Week’s Programme  

From the Editor 
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Assorted Revelers 

The new president leading the way 

Night of the Debutante 

or 

The Razzmetazz Presidential Changeover 

 

It wasn’t the traditional Scottish 

Burns’ Night so what on earth was a 

bagpiper in full regalia doing on the 

terrace of the YMCA? And the mill-

ing crowd sipping wine and the real 

stuff, whisky – with or without wa-

ter? The shimmering glasses of 

white liquid added the local colour 

of arak and ouzo. All in all a loud 

cheerful gathering for the annual 

Changeover of Club Presidents enjoying a 

cocktail, before being piped in to the Gala 

Dinner. 
 

Members and guests packed the hall that was 

cheerfully decorated with balloons in the col-

ours of the club’s banner. David S, acting as 

MC, eventually managed to quiet the conver-

sation and laughter so that outgoing President 

Nezar could welcome everybody and start the 

Rotary proceedings.  
 

The new DG Emile Al Asmar’s 

representative, P/Director RI Gidi 

Peiper, brought District Greet-

ings and wished Incoming Presi-

dent Yaron a successful year as 

President. 
 

Before giving his address on the 

past year’s highlights, President 

Nezar spoke of members who 

had made special contributions 

to the club’s activities, well be-

yond that which could be ex-

pected. He described the dis-

may in the club after the bur-

glary when a large part of the collected items 

for the annual fundraising bazaar was stolen 

and the general sentiment was that the bazaar 

would have to be cancelled. Ruth Harris, who 

had worked so hard with her de-

voted team, would not hear of it. 

She reinvigorated her team and 

through her drive and leadership 

the bazaar did take place and it 

was a sensational success. In 

recognition of her dedication 

and to loud applause, Ruth was 

presented with her third Paul 

Harris Fellowship.  

 

Before and after dinner, the duo of Maya Jo-

hana and Shay Tochner, performed brilliantly 

with a medley of folk 

songs from the British 

Isles and the US. Maya’s 

beautiful voice and the 

virtuoso guitar and mouth 

organ accompaniment of 

Shay, had everybody 

enthralled. So much so that the more enthusi-

astic amongst us got up and danced. Even 

Yaron.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The success of a dinner can be judged by the 

level of conversation and the lack of com-

plaints and on this basis, Murad and his res-

taurant team, are to be congratulated. 
 

Time for the handover of the gavel. After 

awarding the Paul Harris Fellowship pin to 

Nezar for his year as President, Yaron gave 

his address as incoming Presi-

dent. His theme “Growth and 

Change for the Coming Year” ad-

dressed the need for more 

younger members, a review of 

the national and international 

projects that we should aim for, 

greater membership participa-

tion and club activities such as 

outings and involvement with 

the Eshkol and the District. 

Maya Johana & Shay Tochner 

New JRC President, 

Yaron Amitai 

Ruth Harris, 

Paul Harris X3 

PDG Gidi Piper 

Outgoing President, 

Nezar Tannous 

Continued 
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Dear Editor, 

Dear Yaron 

 

Please greet Shay Tochner on my behalf. I have known Shay 

since he was born. His father and grandfather owned TOCH-

NER GROCERY store on King David Street. We bought our 

groceries from them also during the British mandate times. 

Shay was also a friend of my kids. 

 

It is 9 am in California on Wednesday July 1 and you are start-

ing your cocktails on the Y terrace just this minute, our 

thoughts are with you. 

Rizek Abusharr (former President JRC) 

                                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wish you a wonderful evening and a most successful  year. 

Carry & Louis  

                                          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

To Yaron and all the members, 

On behalf of myself and my wife Chen I'd like to thank you for 

the wonderful dinner held last night at your club. 

It was a very pleasant evening of friendship reflecting Rotari-

ans values, as befits our first club in the District. 

 

I had the honor and pleasure to represent District Governor 

Emile El-Asmar and to stress the spirit of our moto for this 

year - "BE A GIFT TO THE WORLD." 

 

Warmest regards to our many friends in the club. 

Gideon Piper 

PRID 

                                          

Dear Yaron, 

Warm congratulations on your assuming the presidency of 

the Jerusalem Rotary Club. 

I missed seeing you for three years in a row when I was in 

Jerusalem. 

I have enjoyed the bulletin and especially this latest one fea-

turing the YMCA. 

Best wishes, 

Rizek Abusharr (former President JRC) 

                             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

THANK YOU ! YARON, David S,  David L,  Eli, and All who 

gave a Hand ! 

THANK YOU  for a very successful and most enjoyable 

Changeover evening. ! 

 

This Changeover is a just a “Taste”  of a successful coming 

Rotary year. 

Shlomo Khayat  

                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow Club Members, 

I want to thank you for giving me my third Paul Harris Award. 

I was speechless at our Change-over Dinner but I cannot let 

your "thanks" to me go unmarked. 

We all have our Rotary values and we all in one way or anoth-

er try to give service to our fellows. In all my years in the 

club, I have enjoyed the support and fellowship of all of you 

as well as that of others no longer with us. It has enriched my 

life and left me with an account that could only be spent in 

service with you. 

I thank you all from the bottom of my heart and hope all of us 

will enjoy the fruits of our service in Jerusalem Rotary. 

My love to you all, Ruth 

Please Note:  

The new address for Letters to the 

Editor is kern@bwc.org 

Once again the party atmosphere returned 

with the help of the music of Maya and Shai as 

the much awaited 

Red Hot Raffle 

was announced. 

Worthy winners 

won (so that’s 

what ‘www’ 

means!) excellent 

prizes that had 

been contributed 

by the members. The star prize, Helene’s 

hand-made doll was won again by the Tan-

nous family. Clearly skullduggery. Nuha man-

aged to extract close to NIS2000 from the as-

sembled company and the tickets were ably 

drawn by the junior members of her family, 

Jeanette and Camille. 
 

Such an evening of fun and jollification {!} had 

to return to the Scottish theme with “Auld 

Lang Syne.” Indeed old acquaintance should 

not be forgot. Surprising how many people 

knew the words. 
 

A final word. To the team of Yaron, David L, 

David S, Eli and Abby, for the hours of work 

that went into making this a memorable and 

cheerful changeover, many thanks. 
 

*David S 

MC, David Seligman and Young Tannous 

Raffle Assistant 

Much appreciation to Mark Zober and Eli Kenner for the pictures 

I so shamelessly cropped –kw 
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 Dear members 

Rotary is based on three foundations: our meetings and 

events, our service to the community - the projects we do 

locally and internationally, and our contacts and relationship 

with other Rotary clubs in the District and beyond. 

In the coming Rotary year, our primary goals are to strength-

en and intensify these foundations. First and foremost, we'll 

strive to increase our membership that under president Nezar 

Tannous has increased from a low of 31 to 37 – a substantial 

leap. For that to happen, we'll maintain the good standard of 

the speakers program under Art's continued dedication. Vari-

ous outings and events have taken place – Peniel, the Aqua 

Bella BBQ and more. All these will be grouped together un-

der an "Outings and Events" under Chair David Seligman. 

Sandi Darmon has kindly accepted to be Chair of an all-

important Fund Raising Committee. In addition to the tradi-

tional bazaar, we hope to come up with new ideas for fund-

raising events. Funds thus raised will be vital for our Commu-

nity Service committee, headed for yet another year by P/P 

Ruth Harris, and matching grants that we hope to raise 

through a revived International Service committee, to be 

headed by Dan Shanit.  

After 12 years on the job, P/P Mark Zober hands the baton of 

the website to Secretary David Lilienthal. Mark, however, will 

stay on as Social Media Coordinator. Other notable changes, 

P/P Kern Wisman take over as Bulletin editor, Rotary Mo-

ment" will be replaced by a " Rotary Information" slot under 

Irene Lewitt, and Tony Kolankiewicz will be in charge of the 

Fireside Program in a new format.  

David Lilienthal has agreed to stay on as Club Secretary, and 

Eli Kenner will take over as Treasurer.  

Thank you all for giving a hand, and looking forward to a suc-

cessful Rotary year 2015-2016. 

P/Yaron Amitai 

President’s Changeover Remarks 

On 1 July 1497, Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama set sail on the first direct Euro-

pean voyage to India. He led a fleet of four ships with a crew of 170 men from Lisbon. The dis-

tance traveled in the journey around Africa to India and back was greater than around the equa-

tor He sailed around the Cape of Good Hope and finally landed in Calicut on 20 May 1498. 

Da Gama was born in 1460 or 1467. He later studied at the inland town of Évora. It has even been 

claimed (although dubiously) that he studied under the Jewish astrologer and astronomer, 

Abraham Zacut. 

Da Gama led two of the armadas destined for India, the first and the fourth, which was the 

largest and made only four years after his return from the first one. For his contributions he 

was appointed the Governor of India in 1524, under the title of Viceroy, and given the new-

ly created County of Vidigueira in 1519. 

Da Gama's discovery was significant and opened the way for an age of global imperialism 

and for the Portuguese to establish a long-lasting colonial empire in Asia. The route meant 

that the Portuguese would not need to cross the highly disputed Mediterranean nor the 

dangerous Arabian Peninsula, 

and that the whole voyage 

would be made by sea. The sum of the distances covered in 

the outward and return voyages made this expedition the 

longest ocean voyage ever made until then, far longer than a 

full voyage around the world by way of the Equator. 

One century after the discovery, European powers such as 

England, the Netherlands and France were finally able to chal-

lenge and break Portugal's monopoly and naval supremacy in 

the Cape Route around Africa, the Indian Ocean and in the Far 

East, opening a new era of European imperialism in the East. 

In his honor we'll be toasting the veteran Rotary Club of Lis-

boa, the first in Portugal that was chartered in 1926. Club members meet 

for dinner under President Pedro Duarte Monteiro at Hotel Tivoli  in Lis-

bon every Tuesday at 20h30.  

International Toast 
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P/P Ruth Harris has reported that a possible new project is 

being investigated by the Community Services Committee. It 

has learned that the English Department of the Jerusalem 

School System is interested in having appropriate English 

texts for use in the libraries and classrooms.  

If the Club can collect a goodly number of English books 

(novels, classics, biographies, plays, histories, children's 

stories etc.) the English Department will be happy to take 

them. 

Many Club members have large English libraries and might 

like to clear a bit of shelf space. There is a special interest in 

children’s books that can be read aloud in the Kindergarten 

classes. 

Carry Polak has agreed to oversee the collection and when 

she has an idea of approximately how many books might be 

available, she will be able to set up the ways and means of 

collecting and storing the books until they can be delivered 

to the children and young adults. 

This is not yet a call for the books themselves, it is a call for 

Club members to check their shelves for APPROPRIATE 

BOOKS that will aid in educating Jerusalem's children to read 

and understand the English language and to enjoy its riches. 

 

In order to get an idea of the quantity and type of books that 

might be available for this project, it is requested that lists of 

books which members might like to donate be submitted to 

Carry. Please include the title of the book, its author, the pub-

lisher’s name, and whether it is a hardbound or paper bound 

book with a note as to its condition. 

Ruth H. and Kern W. 

 Club Dues 

The membership dues for the year 2015-2016 remain at 1000 

NIS  and are due at the start of the Rotary Year which began 

on 1 July. Dues should be paid before 31 July.  

 

Payment can be made by cheque directly to treasurer Eli 

Kenner, once he returns to Israel on 12 July. It is preferable to 

pay the entire amount in July, but if needed the dues can be 

paid in two installments, one checque for half the amount

( 500 NIS), now, and a second check given now, but post dat-

ed to 1 January 2016. 

 

If members would prefer, payment can also be made by 

bank transfer to: 

 Jerusalem Rotary Club 

 First International Bank  

 Bank number 30 

 Branch number 012 

 Account number 467189 

 

 

Important: 

 If you pay this way, DO NOT FORGET to send an 

email to Eli to let him know you made the transfer or 

he will not be able to credit you for it. The deposits go 

into the account without identification as to who they 

are from. 

 

Eli's email address is <elgadgan@gmail.com> 

 

 

During the Dues paying period a thermometer will 

appear in the bulletin indicating how close the mem-

bers are to all being paid up in their dues. Submission 

of two checques will register as payment in full. Each 

square will represent one of the Club’s 37 members, 

though not specifically. 

 

The sample to the right hypothetically shows that 9 

out of 37 members have paid so far. 

      Dues 2015-16,1000 NIS 

Prospective Project:            

English Books for Schools 

mailto:elgadgan@gmail.com
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 Happy Hour                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Sent in by Carry Polak  

Public Signs and Warnings  


