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Upcoming Events 
 

19 September No meeting 
 

26 September  No meeting 
 

03 October   TBA 
 
 
 

 

 

Today’s Program 
 

From Hope to Despair – to Exhilaration? 
“Memories of Rosh Hashanah and the Yom Kippur War” 

 

Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur, a period for reflection on the past year and the one that lies 
ahead. A time for expressing our fears and our hopes for a better and peaceful year. A time 
for wishing for a future for us and our families that is free of existential concerns that will 
allow our children to grow and develop without having to worry about wars, hardship and 
hate. What are the dangers of exhilaration? Triumphalism? And what have we learnt from 
recent history and taken to heart? Today our members share their thoughts. 
 

 

A Seasonal Thought 

 
Dear friends, 
      At the beginning of a new year for the Muslim and Jewish communities, I wish to 
add my prayers and the prayers of all of us here at Tantur to yours that the new year 
that has begun may be one that leads us and all the world's peoples towards real 
peace and prosperity--the well-being in all its dimensions that is expressed in Hebrew 
by the word shalom and in Arabic by salaam. 
      For all of us, involved as we are in various interfaith initiatives, who have 
experienced beauty in each other's religious traditions, seen the goodness in each 
other's faces, and found truth expressed in each other's sacred writings and in words 
that the Spirit of God prompts us to speak to one another. the year just concluded 
has been a source of great distress, as so many, political leaders and common folk 
alike, demonize the other and turn aside from social institutions and political 
structures that help people to seek the common good together. 
      In the New Testament it's recorded that Jesus told his disciples that there is only 
one unforgivable sin:  sinning "against the Holy Spirit."  There has been considerable 
debate among Christians about just what sinning against the Holy Spirit entails, but 
the context of Jesus' words suggests that one sins against the Holy Spirit by seeing 
only the demonic in one in whom the Holy Spirit dwells, one whose life reflects the 
godness that can only come from God. 
      Know that I, and all of us who share in the ministry of reconciliation that has been 
entrusted to us at Tantur, remain grateful for the goodness and grace--goodness and 
grace that can only come from God's Spirit-- that we experience through our 
fellowship with you. 
      At the beginning of this new year, my prayer for the year ahead is that the work 
each of us undertakes in different ways may counter the destructive forces at work in 
our world today that see only evil in the unfamiliar and different, and that we may 
bear witness before others to the beauty, goodness, and truth we've found in each 
other and in each other's faith traditions.            Wishing you peace and joy, 

R/ Russ          (Fr. Russ McDougall, CSC  Rector Tantur) 



 

The President’s Corner 

 

טובהשנה   
To all a 

HAPPY PEACEFUL HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

International Toast 
Rotary Club Bonn 

 

During the coming, these interesting events took place: 
- 11 September 1951 Florence Chadwick became the first woman to swim the English Channel from England to  
- France. Her time - 16 hours and 19 minutes 
- 12 September 1949 Theodor Heuss was elected as the 1st President of the new Federal Republic of Germany ( 
- West Germany) with Konrad Adenauer as its 1st Prime Minister (Chancellor) in the city of Bonn 
- 13 September 335 the ‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre’ was consecrated in Jerusalem 
- 14 September 1741 Georg Friedrich Haendel finished his ‘Messiah’ oratorio after working on it stop for 23 days 
- 16 September 1630 the Massachusetts village of Shawmut changed its name to Boston 

 

Our toast is to the Rotary Club Bonn, the city’s oldest Rotary Club, chartered in 1951 with  120 members now. Bonn  
has 5 Rotary Clubs. The establishment of a new democratic German Republic, with the election of Theodor Heuss and  
Konrad Adenauer on September 12, 1949, became important for the development of a peaceful Europe. 
 

Bonn was founded in the 1st century BC as a Roman settlement, It is one of Germany's oldest cities. From 1597 to 1794, 
Bonn was the capital of the Electorate of Cologne, and residence of the Archbishops and Prince-electors of Cologne.  
Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Bonn in 1770. From 1949 to 1990, Bonn was the provisional capital of West Germany. The city is home to 
The University of Bonn and a total of 20 United Nations institutions, and till some Ministries of the German Government  
Still remain after the capital of Germany was re-located to Berlin in 1999. 8,000 out of 18,000 direct Government  
employees still work in the city. 

Dieter Ziulkowski 
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