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Today’s Program 
 

Rev Dr Josef Mario Briffa SJ, SSL, PhD 
Pontifical Biblical Institute 

Jerusalem 
 

 

  
MALTA (G.C.)  

Resilience During the Darkest Hours 
1940 - 1943 

 

 
    Fr Josef Mario Briffa is a Maltese Jesuit priest, currently lecturing in 
archaeology and Sacred Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome 
and Jerusalem and is also the Director of the PBI Museum in Jerusalem.   
    Before joining the Jesuit Order in 2000, he read for a BA (Hons) degree in 
archaeology at the University of Malta. As a Jesuit, he completed his 
philosophical and theological formation in Padova (Italy) and London (UK). 
For two years he woorked in various capacities at St Aloysius’ College in 
Malta.  
He specialized in Sacred Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome 
(2009-2012), and then read for a PhD in archaeology at the Institute of 
Archaeology, University College London (2012-2017).  His thesis was on The 
Figural World of the Southern Levant during the Late Iron Age.  
    Over several seasons, he has excavated in Malta, and at Tel Azekah in 
Israel, where he is currently Area Supervisor. His research focuses on Iron 
Age figurines in the southern Levant, the Jesuit excavations at Teleilat el 
Ghassu (Jordan), as well as Maltese archaeology. 
 

 

The George Cross (G.C.) was awarded to the island of 
Malta by King George VI in a letter to the island's 
Governor, Lieutenant-General Sir William Dobbie, so as 
to "bear witness to the heroism and devotion of its 
people" during the great siege they underwent in the 
early part of World War II. 

  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

12 November t.b.a.  
 
19 November  t.b.a. 
 
26 November  Celebrating  
               mid-winter Dinner 
 
02 January  “Tipat Halav”  
                       in Myanmar 

 



The President’s Corner  
 

It is good to be back and to know exactly when the next Rotary meeting will take place. Each place we visited in the 

UK was having its Rotary meeting at a time or day that did not match our schedule. It looks 

as though make-up this time will have to be virtual. My thanks to Robert and Geert for 

conducting the club’s business while I was away. It appears that we are not the only ones 

celebrating an anniversary this year as a number of clubs in our Eshkol are celebrating 

anniversaries well. Our congratulations to Modi’in for their 40th and tonight Ramleh for their 

30th.  As our own and the District’s 90th comes up in March we trust that our brother/sister 

clubs will celebrate with us to make it  a real gala event. 

We have almost reached the half-way point of this Rotary year and I hope that it will be a 

period of growth, projects and events that we can all share and enjoy.  

Chanukah Sameiach – Happy Chanukah to all. 

David Seligman  (President 2018-19) 

 

Foundation Greetings         Ruth Harris 
       Week 5 December 2018 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

  6th   Guido de Werd 

 

11th  Russ MacDougal  

 

 

 

 

Foundation 

Thought 

According to the sage Maimonidies, where do you fit on the scale, 1 to 8, with 1 being  

the highest level, with your donation to our Foundation? 

8.  You give grudgingly; 

7.  You give less than you can afford; 

6.  You give generously – but only after being asked; 

5.  You give before you are asked; 

4.  The recipient knows the giver but not vice versa; 

3.  The giver knows the recipient but not vice-versa; 

2.  Giving anonymously so that the recipient does not know the donor; 

1.  You are helping someone to become self-sufficient. 

 

District News 
 The District Governor, Alon Bendit, is introducing a new program, “International Rotary 

Young Debaters Competition in English 2019.”  

 The competition is aimed at high school students in Israel and non-English speaking 
countries and will be implemented this Rotary Year as a pilot project. Eliran Ben Aryeh 
(Eliran@DebaTeam.co.il   054-6658103) is the coordinator.  

 This year the Young Speakers Competition will be conducted in both Hebrew and Arabic 
so making it possible for all schools in the country to participate. 

 Additional 90th Anniversary events are being planned and will be announced in future 
Bulletins. 

Irene Lewitt 

mailto:Eliran@DebaTeam.co.il


International Toast  

Rotary Club of Montreal 

During the coming week, besides the expected historical events, three noteworthy inventions changed our lives: 

- 3 December 1818 - Illinois celebrates Admission Day by becoming the 21st USA State. 

- 4 December 1619 - 38 colonists from Berkeley Parish, England, disembark in Virginia and give thanks to 

God. Considered by many the first Thanksgiving in the Americas. 

- 5 December 5, 1854 Aaron Allen of Boston patents the folding theater chair 

- 6 December 1877 - Thomas Edison records himself reciting "Mary had a little lamb" 

-  December 7, 1909 - Inventor Leo Baekeland patents the first thermo-setting plastic, Bakelite, sparking the 

birth of the plastics industry 

- 8 December 1987 - US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev sign a treaty 

eliminating medium range nuclear missiles 

- 9 December 1851 - 1st Young Men's Christian Association in North America set up in Montreal 

This week we toast the Rotary Club of Montreal, chartered in  

 

1913, on the founding of the YMCA in Montreal on 9 December 1851. This is especially appropriate as the 

Jerusalem International YMCA is where our club has been located for the past 65 years.  

The YMCA, often referred to as the ‘Y’, is a worldwide organization based in Geneva, Switzerland, with more than 

64 million beneficiaries from 120 national associations. The YMCA was founded by George Williams, a London 

draper, who was typical of the young men drawn to the cities by the Industrial Revolution in the 19th Century. He 

and his colleagues were concerned about the lack of healthy activities for young men in major cities as the 

options available were usually taverns or brothels.  

Williams's idea grew out of meetings he held for prayer and Bible-reading among his fellow-workers in a business 

in the city of London. On 6 June 1844, he founded the first YMCA in London with the purpose of "the improving of 

the spiritual condition of young men engaged in the drapery, embroidery, and other trades." By 1851, there were 

YMCAs in the United Kingdom, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and 

the United States. 

Dieter Ziulkowski 
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Festive Greetings 
 

 
A Happy Chanukah 

To All 
Family, Friends and Rotarians 

 
 

 
 

 

r  

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 vovers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


