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 This Week’s Programme 

Dr. Elias Messinas, Chairman, ECOWEEK:  

"Greening it Up!” (in anticipation of Tu Bi’Shvat) 

Dr. Elias Messinas was born in 

Athens in 1964. He went to school 

at Athens College and then first 

studied at the University of NTUA 

Athens.  

He later graduated from the Yale 

School of Architecture and the 

Bezalel Academy and holds a 

Ph.D. from the National Technical 

University of Athens.  His doctorate thesis was on the Synagogues in 

Greece, their architecture and their relationship with the urban fabric and 

the Jewish quarter. 

Elias has devoted his life to “green” architecture and splits his time be-

tween Greece and Israel. He conducted research at the Desert Architec-

ture Unit of Ben Gurion University and was a Aly Kaufmann Post-Doc Fel-

low at the Technion Institute of Technology. He is a practicing architect 

and environmental consultant, and teaches sustainable design at the Ho-

lon Institute of Technology. He is also a consultant on green buildings to 

the Israel Ministry of Environmental Protection . Elias has lectured widely 

and has published numerous articles and two books. He is the founding 

chairman of ECOWEEK, an international NGO based in Athens and Jeru-

salem with the mission to raise environmental awareness and to promote 

the principles of sustainability, active in 15 countries with members in 45 

countries.  

Elias lives in Jerusalem with 

his wife Yvette and their 

three daughters:   Maya, 

Noa and Eden.  

 

Dinner meeting at the Jeru-

salem YMCA, Wednesday, 

28 January at 19:00   

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
4 February: 

Dr. Angela Arbelaez, Jour-

nalist, Interfaith Consult-

ant, "A Special Cultural 

Heritage -- The Voices of 

Salonica" 

11 February: 

Pending  

 Future Events 
30-31 January: 

Annual Rotary Paul Harris 

Peace Forest event in    

Birya & District outing 

30-31 April: 

Annual outing to Peniel-by-

Galilee 

6-9 June: 

Rotary International Annual 

Convention, Sao Paolo, 

Brazil 
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 From the Editor 

Not the bulletin 

It has been a while since we published our fa-

mous (or infamous) April’s Fool’s issue of Not 

The Bulletin of the JRC in 2010. It’s high time 

we did it again! 

Please send your invariably hilarious contribu-

tions in the best tradition of Israeli, Palestinian, 

English, Scottish, American, South African, Zim-

babwean, Argentinean, Dutch, German (?) and 

even Armenian humour.  

Muito obrigado! 

Yaron A.  

 

PS Good 

news! Our 

fellow Rotari-

an Gamal  

Mubarak has 

been and re-

leased from 

prison, where 

he has lan-

guished for 

the past three 

years. And no, 

this is NOT an 

April’s Fool 

joke...  

 

 International Toast 

Göteborg-Kungsporten  

Last week we toasted my old club, Amsterdam-

South, and it felt good. So this week, we will go 

two steps further back in my personal history, 

to the time before I became a Rotarian, and 

toast the Club Göterborg-Kungsporten.   

Göteborg was one of the best fortified cities in 

the 17th and 18th centuries. Inside the moat, 

surrounding the 

city, were 7 me-

ter high stone 

walls and outside 

these walls there 

were outer de-

fenses  called 

ravelins.  

The city within the walls and the moats made 

Göteborg a closed city with three gates. One of 

these gates was Kungsporten. Hence the name 

of our club.  

The club was chartered in 1964 as the 6th club in 

the city. They meet on Fridays at 11:45 in a 

good restaurant in the Central Park of the city, 

called Trädgårdsföreningen. The club has a 

number of projects, among them one for the 

Clinique Médical ECLA in Ouagadougou, Burkina 

Faso, and in the same country they supply gas 

stoves for a project called Yannenga Progress i 

Nakamtenga (www.yennengaprogress.se/ - 

nice pictures but the language of the site is 

Swedish). 

They have also supplied some 10 tons of hospi-

tal equipment to a hospital in Nisporeni, just 

outside Chis-

inau, the capi-

tal of Moravia. 

Now why did I 

chose this 

club, and what 

has it got to do 

with my per-

sonal history. 

Well, it is not just that Gothenburg to a large 

extent was built by Dutchmen, which is why it 

has a good number of canals. It is more because 

the Central Park is on the other side of a canal, 

opposite the synagogue where I grew up, and 

from the grounds there, you can see the restau-

rant where this club meets.  

Yes, this brings back many happy memories. 

The one missing is that I would have liked to eat 

once in that place. But even so, let us toast Gö-

teborg-Kungsporten Rotary Club. 

David L.  

Read more on http://www.adrinstituut.nl/netwerk/?

id=66&category= or https://www.facebook.com/

mariette.grupping 

http://www.yennengaprogress.se/
http://www.adrinstituut.nl/netwerk/?id=66&category
http://www.adrinstituut.nl/netwerk/?id=66&category
https://www.facebook.com/mariette.grupping
https://www.facebook.com/mariette.grupping
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 Rotary International 

Next club project? 

Before college, business school, or their first 

jobs, more than 2,000 U.S. high school students 

are learning what it takes to become tomorrow's 

brightest business leaders. 

Each year, nearly 25 Rotary clubs and districts 

conduct 3-day educational retreats in a program 

known as Camp Enterprise. At each retreat, sea-

soned business professionals and entrepreneurs 

teach 100 or so area high school juniors how to 

develop, launch, and operate a successful busi-

ness in a free enterprise economic system. 

The intensive weekend camps, funded entirely 

by the clubs and offered at no cost to partici-

pants, teach students team-building, leadership, 

and motivational skills. 

For 33 years, members of the Rotary Club of 

Austin, Texas, USA, have facilitated a Camp En-

terprise as part of their vocational service. Club 

member W. Gaines Bagby, the chair of this 

year's event, says he hopes the camp leads stu-

dents to want to create 

jobs after college, rather 

than just look for them. 

"I'd say most if not all of 

the students really don't 

understand what busi-

ness and entrepreneur-

ship is all about," says 

Bagby. "This camp is an 

awakening for them. Around day two, you can 

see the lights go on in their heads, 'this is what I 

want to do.'" 

At the beginning of the retreat, participants are 

divided into teams of 6 to 8 students and asked 

to create their own business plans from scratch. 

Then they take part in team-building exercises 

to get to know each other so they can determine 

their roles within the business, including CEO, 

CFO, marketing director, and human resources 

manager. Finally, they present their business 

plans to a panel of prominent entrepreneurs and 

venture capitalists from area firms. 

Camp counselors, mostly club members who are 

successful business owners themselves, mentor 

the teams. Students also meet one-on-one with 

mentors specific to their roles. 

John Arrow, who attended Camp Enterprise as a 

high school junior more than 10 years ago, 

joined Bagby last year to talk about the camp on 

a radio program in Ohio, Rotary Radio Interna-

tional hosted by Rotary member Dave Diffendal. 

Arrow, a tech entrepreneur who founded Mutual 

Mobile, an emerging mobile tech firm in Austin, 

told listeners that he was impressed by the so-

phistication and level of thought put into the 

camp. "I thought to myself, 'these people at Rota-

ry get it,'" he says. 

Arrow said one of the most valuable elements of 

the camp was when his team was asked to assign 

their own roles. Quickly evaluating teammates 

and assessing their strengths and weaknesses 

let him practice a skill he now uses at his own 

company. 

"When we do our hiring, we make sure we really 

understand the core of who somebody is, in-

stead of look-

ing at just 

their résumé," 

he says. 

Being among 

likeminded 

students who 

had the same 

passion and interest in entrepreneurship added 

to the experience. 

"The environment was so invigorating," says Ar-

row. "It only amplified throughout the event. We 

had incredible guest speakers, who I still stay in 

contact with. The experience of talking with 

them and bouncing ideas back and forth really 

gave me the confidence that I could do some-

thing big, too." 

Camp Enterprise also presents business con-

cepts according to Rotary's Four-Way Test, 

which stimulates the learning of entrepreneur-

ship as well as personal values, says Bagby. 

"Being successful in business doesn't just mean 

making money," he says. "We emphasize the de-

velopment of skills necessary to not only suc-

ceed in business but also in functioning as con-

tributing members of our society." 

Ryan Hyland, Rotary News  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in ad-

vance. For this and other enquiries please e-mail club 

secretary David Lilienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

 Happy Hour 

Nessie and lasses, O! 

 

 

 

Sent in by anonymous 

Scots  

 Paint the Town Red 

Ver ken fargessen alte fraynt? 

For the 15th year straight, the Jewish Caledonian 

community celebrated on 22 January its 

legendary Burns Supper at the home of 

our fellow Rotarian, Lenny McWolfe. 

Whiskey flew like water, poems were 

cited in heavy Scottish twang, and the 

(kosher) haggis was duly piped in. Fi-

nally, as tradition mandates, Burns’ 

Auld Lang Syne was sung in both Scot-

tish and Yiddish (as translated by 

Debra Halperin Biasca). 

Auld lang syne should definitely not be 

forgo. 

Yaron A.  
 

Auld Lang Syne (Scottish) 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

and never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 

and days of auld lang syne? 

For auld lang syne, my jo,  

for auld lang syne,  

we’ll tak' a cup o’ kindness 

yet,  

for auld lang syne. 

 

Alte Fraynt (Yiddish) 

Ver ken fargesen alte fraynt 

Zey ligen in gedank, 

Lomir gedenken alte fraynt, 

Un simkhes mit gezang. 

Dermon zikh fun di alte teg, 

Dermon zikh fun amol, 

L'khayim tsu di alte teg, 

Un simkhes fun amol. 


