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Today’s Program – "Evolving Understandings of Hanukkah though the Ages" 

Prof Daniel Schwartz, Dept of Jewish History, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem   
 
Daniel R. Schwartz is the Herbst Family Professor of Judaic Studies at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and academic head of its Mandel 
School for Advanced Studies in the Humanities.  He was born in Syracuse, NY, in 1952. After 
elementary education there and completing high school in Maryland, Daniel began his 
studies at the Hebrew University in 1971. There he completed three degrees in history and 
especially ancient Jewish history; his doctoral dissertation focused on ancient Jewish 
attitudes toward the priesthood and the Temple cult.  Since 1980 he has been a member of 
the University’s Department of Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry. His research and 
publications are mostly in the fields of Jewish history and historiography of the Second 
Temple period, many of them focusing on Josephus and the Books of Maccabees. Of 
particular relevance to his lecture on the meaning of Hanukkah are his commentaries on 
the First and Second Books of Maccabees, along with his “Judeans and Jews: Four Faces of 
Dichotomy in Ancient Jewish History” (Univ. of Toronto Press, 2014). 

 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

 
Upcoming 
Events 

 
23 December, 2020  
tba  
 



You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you shortly. 
Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
Finally we have a birthday child again. Congratulations to Lea Neumann on 19 December. 
Mazal Tov and many happy returns 
 

                                                    

                                                                                                    

  The President’s Corner 

 
The first half of our Rotary year will soon end. Except the farewell gathering for Russ in the garden of  Beit Yellin 

we had no physical meeting since 6 March this year. Hopefully we can soon return to the YMCA in Jerusalem once 

the vaccinations have started and daily life might return to normality. Nevertheless, we had some pretty good 6 

months with interesting talks and presentations. Thus my special thanks to Art, our program director. 

                                                                                                                                                                             Dieter Ziulkowski  

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Bombay 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 16 December, the day of our meeting: 

1880 Transvaal region declares itself as the Republic of South Africa and thus the beginning of the First Boer War 
between British Empire and Boer South African Republic. The First Boer War 1880-1881, also known as the First 
Anglo-Boer War, the Transvaal War or the Transvaal Rebellion, was a war fought from 16 December 1880 until 23 
March 1881 between the United Kingdom and Boers of the Transvaal (as the South African Republic was known 
while under British administration). The war resulted in Britain’s accession to the establishment of the Second 
Republic.  

1903 The Taj Mahal Palace & Tower hotel opens its doors to guests for the first time. The Taj Mahal Palace Hotel 
is a heritage, five-star, luxury hotel built in the Saracenic Revival style in the Colaba region of Mumbai, 
Maharashtra, India, situated next to the Gateway of India. Historically it was known as the "Taj Mahal Hotel"or 
simply "the Taj". The hotel is named after the Taj Mahal, which is located in the city of Agra approximately 1,050 
kilometres (650 mi) from Mumbai. It has been considered one of the finest hotels in the East since the time of the 
British Raj. The hotel was one of the main sites targeted in the 2008 Mumbai attacks. Part of the Taj Hotels 
Resorts and Palaces, the hotel has 560 rooms and 44 suites and is considered the flagship property of the group; 
it employs 1,600 staff. The construction of the hotel was commissioned by Tata. Its doors opened to guests on 16 
December 1903. An oft-repeated story concerning the reasoning behind the construction of the hotel was 
Jamsetji Tata's refusal into the Watson's Hotel due to it being reserved for Europeans. Originally the main 
entrance was on the other side, where now the pool exists, and the ocean was at the back, although it is now 
always viewed and photographed from the ocean side. The original clientele were mainly the Europeans, the 
Maharajas and the social elites. Many world-renowned personalities from all fields have since stayed there, from 
Somerset Maugham and Duke Ellington to Lord Mountbatten and Bill Clinton. When it opened in 1903, the hotel 
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was the first in India to have: electricity, American fans, German elevators, Turkish baths and English butlers. 
Later it also had the city's first licensed bar, India's first all-day restaurant, and India's first discotheque. 

                        

 

1971 Don McLean's 8+ minute version of "American Pie" released. Recorded and released on the American Pie 
album, the single was the number-one US hit for four weeks in 1972 and also topped the charts in Australia, 
Canada, and New Zealand. In the UK, the single reached number 2, where it stayed for 3 weeks, on its original 
1971 release. The song was listed as the No. 5 song on the RIAA project Songs of the Century. The repeatedly 
mentioned phrase "the day the music died" refers to the plane crash in 1959 that killed early rock and roll 
performers Buddy Holly, The Big Bopper, and Ritchie Valens. The meaning of the other lyrics has long been 
debated, and for decades, McLean declined to explain the symbolism behind the many characters and events 
mentioned; he eventually released his songwriting notes in 2015, explaining many of the symbols in the lyrics. 
The overall theme of the song is the loss of innocence of the early rock and roll generation as symbolized by the 
plane crash. 

Today we are toasting  our sister club, the James Wheeler Davidson chartered Rotary Club of Bombay on the 
opening of the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in (then) Bombay on 16 December 1903. Your editor had the pleasure of 
staying in the hotel’s old wing for six months in 1984, being assigned as a liaision officer to the Tata Group.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                                 

  Some other news  
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 

                                                                                  
 

 Jamsetji Tata / Taj Mahal Palace Hotel and Gateway of India    Don McLean 
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 E-mail received from Rotary Club Bowral-Mittagong, New South Wales, Australia: 

Dear President Dieter, 

INTERNATIONAL TOAST Greetings from the Rotary Club of Bowral-Mittagong, covering the towns of Bowral and Mittagong 

located in the Southern Highlands of New South Wales, 100km south west of Sydney, Australia. I trust that you and your 

Members are well and the Covid-19 virus has not affected you although I see that you are meeting by Zoom. After a long 

period of Zoom meetings thankfully we are now back to face to face dinner meetings again. At our meeting last evening we 

were pleased to acknowledge Hanukkah and its importance to people of the Jewish faith. We made our International Toast to 

the Rotary Club of Jerusalem in recognition of your proximity to the Temple and the recovery of the city which underlies the 

Festival of Lights.On behalf of my Members I send you and your Members o ur best wishes for your good health and a happy 

Hanukkah.  

Yours in Rotary, 

Rod D. Aistrope,President. 9th December, 2020 

 

and our reply: 

Dear Rod, 
 
our Rotary Club Jerusalem was most surprised by your e-mail and your toast. We very much appreciate your 
action and are wishing you, all members of RC of Bowral-Mittagong, your families and friends a happy and 
healthy festive season. Merry Christmas and HAPPY NEW YEAR.  
 
May the New Year of 2021 bring soon the end of the Covid-19 pandemic and may we all have a great year ahead 
of us. 
 
With Rotarian Greetings, yours 
Dieter 
RC Jerusalem, President 2020-2021 
 
 
Unusual Chanukka candles, courtesy of Carry: 
 

                                                                  
 



 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


