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Today’s Program – "Do We Agree to Disagree?" -- Dealing with Rotary's 

Rules on Religion and Politics" –  

R/ Geert Cohen Stuart, Theologian and Tour Guide, Jerusalem  

Geert (Chaim) Cohen Stuart was born in the Netherlands. He studied in Leiden and 
Jerusalem. He has a BA in Physics, a MA in Theology, and a Ph.D. in Literature from 
Amsterdam University on The Struggle in Man Between Good and Evil - An Inquiry 
into the Origin of the Rabbinic Concept of Yetzer Hara`.  
 
Geert served as pastor for two parishes in Holland and from 1982-1994 as 
Theological Advisor to the Netherlands Reformed Church in Jerusalem. He is a 
licensed Israeli tour guide since 1994. In 2006 he was nominated Knight in the 
Order of Oranje-Nassau.  
He joined Rotary in 1989 and was a member in Jerusalem (1989-1995), Rhoon 
Holland (1995-2013) and ever since again in Jerusalem. 
He and his wife Marian completed their Aliyah in 2019. They have three children 
and 13 grandchildren in Israel and the Netherlands.  
He has lectured and authored several books, dealing with Jewish-Christian 
relations and the Jewish influence on the New Testament. The English edition of 
his book Jewish Feast- and Fast-days; a Journey over the Sea of the Talmud to the 
World of the New Testament  is almost complete    (originally published in Dutch in 
2003). 
A well-known principle in Rotary is not to take a religious or political position. It 
looks fine, but is it realistic and sustainable? Do not all of us have outspoken 
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opinions on religion and politics? Thus, the real question is, how to find a balance 
to enable us to live and work together. 

Geert will open the exchange of opinions on the subject under the title, ’Can we 
agree to disagree?’ 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, click on 

the following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or 
only the numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 

                                                                                                                                                        

  The President’s Corner 

Special days, special year. Special or unusual, certainly not normal and standard. Yom Kippur had this year a 
stronger meaning than in most years. Synagogues closed or with restricted attendance. More than 3,000 people 
tested positively on Yom Kippur, which implies that testing centers, doctors and nurses were on duty. People who 
felt the need to be tested had to walk or drive to the test centers. Well, saving life is probably the most important 
decree of Judaism. How long will Corona last and how long will we have to cope with restrictions? No easy 
answer for this. Everyone waits for a vaccine, but that will still take some time. Wishing all of you best of health.  

                                                                                                                                                                            Dieter Ziulkowski   

                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Boston 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 30 September, the day of our meeting: 

1199 Rambam (Maimonides) authorizes Samuel Ibn Tibbon to translate Guide of Perplexed from Arabic into 
Hebrew. The Guide for the Perplexed  is a work of theology by Maimonides. It seeks to reconcile Aristotelianism 
with Rabbinical Jewish theology by finding rational explanations for many events in the text. It was written in 
Classical Arabic using the Hebrew alphabet in the form of a three-part letter to his student, Rabbi Joseph ben 
Judah of Ceuta, and is the main source of Maimonides' philosophical views, as opposed to his opinions on Jewish 
law. A small minority believe the Guide for the Perplexed was written by an anonymous heretic and not 
Maimonides. Since many of the philosophical concepts, such as his view of theodicy and the relationship between 
philosophy and religion, are relevant beyond strictly Jewish theology, it has been the work most commonly 
associated with Maimonides in the non-Jewish world and it is known to have influenced several major non-Jewish 
philosophers. Following its publication, "almost every philosophic work for the remainder of the Middle Ages 
cited, commented on, or criticized Maimonides' views." Within Judaism, the Guide became widely popular, with 
many Jewish communities requesting copies of the manuscript, but also quite controversial, with some 
communities limiting its study or banning it altogether.  
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1846 Anesthetic ether used for 1st time by American dentist Dr William Morton who extracts a tooth. William 
Thomas Green Morton (August 9, 1819 – July 15, 1868) was an American dentist who first publicly demonstrated 
the use of inhaled ether as a surgical anaesthetic. The promotion of his questionable claim to have been the 
discoverer of anaesthesia became an obsession for the rest of his life. Upon reading a favourable newspaper 
account of this event, Boston surgeon Henry Jacob Bigelow arranged for a now-famous demonstration of ether 
on October 16, 1846 at the operating theatre of the Massachusetts General Hospital, or MGH. At this 
demonstration John Collins Warren painlessly removed a tumour from the neck of a Mr. Edward Gilbert Abbott. 
News of this use of ether spread rapidly around the world, and the first recorded use of ether outside the USA 
was in London, England, by the dentist James Robinson in a tooth extraction at the home of Francis Boote, an 
American doctor who had heard of Morton's and Bigelow's demonstrations. The MGH theatre came to be known 
as the Ether Dome and has been preserved as a monument to this historic event.  

1938 Treaty of Munich signed by Hitler, Mussolini, Daladier and Chamberlain, forces Czechoslovakia to give 
territory to Germany. The Munich Agreement was an agreement concluded at Munich on 30 September 1938, it 
provided "cession to Germany of the Sudeten German territory" of Czechoslovakia. Most of Europe celebrated 
the agreement, because it prevented the war threatened by Adolf Hitler by allowing Nazi Germany's annexation 
of the Sudetenland, a region of western Czechoslovakia inhabited by more than 3 million people, mainly German 
speakers. Hitler announced it was his last territorial claim in Europe, and the choice seemed to be between war 
and appeasement. Eight years later, on 30 September and 1 October 1946 the sentences for Nazi leaders were 
given by the court at the Nuremberg trials. 22 Nazi leaders, including Joachim von Ribbentrop and Hermann 
Goering, are found guilty of war crimes and sentenced to death or prison. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Boston chartered in 1909 as the first RC in Boston. Twenty years before 
our RC Jerusalem! Ether as anaesthetic changed the medical world and the Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston has been decisive to it. 

                                                                                                                                                                          Dieter Ziulkowski        

                              

  Some other news  
      
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting 
 

                        Maimonides   William Morton         Neville Chamberlain 
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The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


