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Upcoming Programmes 

July 6 

Changeover Dinner 

St. Andrews Guest House, 

19:00 (see page 4) 
 

July 13 Meeting 

Maggie Cohen, 

The National Ladino Au-

thority 

 “One Fate – Espanyola 

Jews in the Shoah” 

 
 

 This Week’s Program 

H.E. Adis Urieta Vega 

Ambassador of Panama 

“The Enlargement of the  

Panama Canal; A Blessing 

to the World”  

Ambassador Urieta presented her credentials in April of 2015 for 

her second term as ambassador of the Republic of Panama to the 

State of Israel. Her first term of one year began in 2008, after serv-

ing as Cultural Attaché and Vice Consul in the Embassy of Pana-

ma in Tel Aviv. A graduate of the University of Panama she has 

done other course work in Economics, Central American Integra-

tion, Human Rights in Times of Armed Conflict and Middle East 

Studies. She has written regularly for the Estrella de Panama news-

paper as well as presenting on Canal 13 Panamá garnering prizes 

for her coverage of the conflict in Colombia. 

 In 2007 a project began to increase the capacity of the Panama 

Canal to accommodate ships that are 50% larger and capable of 

carrying twice the cargo of ships previously able to cross the Pan-

ama  Canal. On June 

26th the newly en-

larged Canal will open 

after the construction 

of two new sets of locks 

(one on the Atlantic 

and one on the Pacific 

side each), the widen-

ing of the existing 

channels and the rais-

ing of the operating 

level of Gatun Lake at 

an estimated cost of $5.25 

billion. 

An older set of  locks can be seen on the right side 
where a new set of locks and their water preserv-

ing basins can be seen on the left 
Changeover Dinner Venue 
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 From the President 

Fourth Quarter Message 

Dear fellow Rotarians, 

The flurry of activities has continued una-

bated during the 4th quarter (April-June 

2016). We have strived to maintain the high 

standard of our social, intellectual & project 

activities, attract new and younger mem-

bers, and keep up a high spirit (and a stiff 

upper lip).  

Under Program Chair Art B. we hosted an 

array of interesting speakers, such as Prof. 

Maurice Roumani, who spoke about Libyan 

Jewry, and Amos Gil, the not-so-new CEO of 

the YMCA. 

Fireside Program Chair Tony K., wrapped 

up this year’s activity at the club assembly 

on 8 June. Members agreed to keep the new 

format in place: two rounds of hosting, one 

focusing on a common topic. 

Community Services Committee’s Chair 

Ruth H. reports the following activities: 

 Continued monitoring of the 

Anemasse/Hadassa project, in particular 

training of three specialists: a pediatric 

surgeon, genetic counselor, and medi-

cal technician.  

 We provided $1000 to Yad Eli, a group 

that provides school meals to poor chil-

dren and for their educational agricul-

tural program for Jewish and Arab 

school children at the Jerusalem Forest.  

 The following projects have been identi-

fied as candidates for future assistance: 

 Kaima, an NGO helping high school 

dropouts to turn their lives around 

through a program of organic farm-

ing, business studies and community 

activities.  

 Initial contact was made with Big 

Brother Big Sister, an organization 

helping children realize their poten-

tial and to build their future.  

The International Service committee, 

chaired by Dan S., proudly announced the 

approval of Rotary International’s Global 

Grant for the Peace Education Initiative in 

schools, set to start in September 2016.  

The Jerusalem Rotary Foundation held its 

annual award ceremony at the YMCA on 

June 15.  50 scholarships were handed by 

JRF President Rafi A. and Hon. Rotarian Yos-

si E. to students from six Jerusalem high 

schools, focusing on science & technology 

(see photo below).  

The Events & Outings committee, chaired 

by David S., organized two colorfully suc-

cessful events:  

 Annual outing #7 to Peniel on 14-16 April, 

which  focused 

on Ilaniya and 

Bet Keshet oak 

forest in the 

Lower Galilee. 

Unfortunately, 

much of Peniel 

was destroyed 

by a bush fire shortly after the outing.  

 The BBQ at Aqua Bella in the Ein Hemed 

National Park was a well attended gastro-

nomic and fun event with a dash of ar-

chaeology as we visited the ruins of the 

Crusader fortified homestead.    
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 From the President (Cont.) 

The Membership Committee, chaired by 

David L., has been particularly active. The 

committee processed a good number of ap-

plications, and arranged for the induction of 

three new members: Rosa Beja, Robert 

Hammer and Abby Strenger.  

In addition, our former member Yossi Ei-

senberg, was inducted as Honorary Mem-

ber. Two members of the Jerusalem West 

Rotary Club were welcome: Uri Savir and 

Arye Singer. In total, six new members have 

joined this year, increasing the roster to the 

magic number of 40. More candidates are 

being processed.  

Under the auspices of Don A., a “Veterans 

& Novices” Think-Tank convened and 

came up with recommendations for rejuve-

nating the 

club and 

attracting 

younger 

members. 

A pilot af-

ternoon 

“coffee & 

cake” 

meeting 

successfully convened at the YMCA on 22 

June, attracting 20 members, including 

many young/new ones. 

Treasurer Eli K. arranged for the repair of 

the bell and engraving recent presidents’ 

names on it for posterity. He also took care 

of a new decoration element, a billboard 

featuring of a host of Rotary banners that 

have accumulated over years of banner ex-

changes as well as the production of a mod-

ern roll-up announcing our meetings.  

Despite mounting work pressure, our loyal 

Bulletin editor, Kern W., plodded on, 

churning out high-quality issues every 

week.  

Webmaster David  L., this year’s jack-of-

all-trades, continued upgrading and main-

taining our new wonderful website, which 

he designed and constructed all alone.  

Social Media Coordinator Mark Z. has car-

ried out the good work: facebook-ing, 

tweet-ing and whatnot-ting, this in addition 

to his (and Marilyn F.’s) unofficial role of 

JRC Ambassadors-at-Large in East Asia, 

Australia e altri siti.  

Finally, the ground is being laid for estab-

lishing an affiliated Rotaract club. We are 

thankful to Aaron and 

others who have ex-

pressed interest and 

are ready to turn 

words into action. 

In this Quarter we 

hosted a number of 

visiting Rotarians 

from clubs in Germa-

ny, Denmark, USA, 

Canada and others. At his 

request, we mailed R/Jörg 

Dietrich of the Über-

lingen/Bodensee RC in Ger-

many Shlomo Artzi’s latest CD, “Katzefet” 

(Cream), which he seems to cherish.  

Many in the club 

felt that the high-

light of this Quar-

ter was the special 

meeting on 18 

May, celebrating 

Werner Loval’s 

90th birthday, 

with champagne, 

birthday cake, and 

an elaborate quiz.  

Thank you everyone for giving a hand!  

- P/Yaron A.  

Aqua Bella BBQ 
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 International Toast 

Rotary Club of Cristobal-Colón 

In joint honor of our guest 

speaker, the Ambassador 

of Panama, H.E. Adis 

Urieta Vega, the 158th  

birthday of the engineer of 

the original Panama canal, 

and the opening of the 

new Panama Canal En-

largement, we toast this week the Rotary Club 

of Cristóbal-Colón. 

George 

Washington 

Goethals, 

born June 29, 

1858 was a 

US Army Of-

ficer and civil 

engineer. 

After a promising career which included ser-

vice on the first Army General Staff in Wash-

ington DC, 

he was se-

lected by 

Presidents 

Taft and 

Theodore 

Roosevelt 

for the job 

of chief en-

gineer and later Governor of the Panama Ca-

nal District 

The vision of a canal which would eliminate 

the dangerous and time consuming trip 

around Cape Horn traces its origins to Em-

peror Charles V and was attempted unsuc-

cessfully by Suez Canal builder Ferdinand de 

Lesseps. 

As chief engineer, Goethals faced many 

daunting challenges: Yellow Fever, which 

had figured so strongly in the failure of the 

first canal attempt (and also claimed his wife 

and two children!); cutting through several 

substantial mountains; daming the Chagras 

river to create Gatun Lake; and finally, the 

construction of the Atlantic and Pacific con-

crete locks with steel gates which would 

serve to raise and lower the transiting ships 

from sea level to lake level and back down to 

sea level.  

In honor of the city of Colon where Gen. Goe-

thals lived for seven years during the canal 

construction and where he hosted the visits of 

Presidents Taft and Roosevelt, 

we toast the Rotary Club of 

Cristóbal - Colón. It was found-

ed on 15 December 1920 with 

25 members in District 4240. 

The cities of Cristobal (originally in the US 

controlled Canal Zone) and Colón (in the Re-

public of Panama) have over time grown to-

gether to form the main harbor city at the At-

lantic entrance to the Canal. Named after 

Christopher Columbus (Colón in Spanish), 

the city has a population of 250,000 inhabit-

ants. 

This year’s presi-

dent is Mario C. Fer-

nandes and has its 

meetings in its own 

center, the Club Ro-

tario Christian Ro-

jas, on Wednesdays.  

Current projects in-

clude “Operación 

Sonrisa” (Operation 

Smile), a coopera-

tive project between 

the club and its In-

teract and Rotaract 

affiliates to raise 

money for opera-

tions to correct cleft 

palates in children; 

A fund raising 

“Reggae Race” 

event of 1 & 5 km 

segments for sup-

porting Club pro-

jects; Support for a 

youth leadership 

workshop; Provid-

ing materials for lo-

cal kindergartens where mothers volunteer to 

watch children; and delivery of English books 

to the Colegio Santa Maria de Belén.  

- Guido de W.  
 
 

“Operacion Sonrisa”  

“Reggae Race”  

Youth Leadership Program 

Local Gardens Project 

English Books Project 

Gen. Goethals 

Roosevelt on steam 
shovel in 1906  

Gaillard Cut or Culebra Cut  
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The Jerusalem Rotary Club 

PRESIDENTIAL CHANGEOVER 

 Will be celebrated on Wednesday, 6 July 2016 

On the patio of St Andrew’s Guesthouse 

Cocktails will be served at 19:00 (7 p.m.) 

 Grand RAFFLE with                        
GREAT prizes  
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 Happy Hour 

Jean Paul Sartre Was Wrong:  There IS an Exit 

 

 

Contributions by 

David L., Kern W. 

& Yaron A.  

 

Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA, 26 

King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 

The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 

meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this 

and other enquiries please contact us through the 

Contact  section on the website. 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Follow the Jerusalem Rotary Club on social 

media: (Press ‘Control’ and click on icon to go 

to site) 

 

 


