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Upcoming Programme 

 

11 November Meeting: 

Speaker: Prof. Moshe  

Sharon: "The Develop-

ment of Baha'i Studies in 

Israeli Academia"  

 

11 November: 

JRC Board meeting, Jeru-

salem YMCA 14:30 

 

18 November Meeting: 

Aryeh E. Shimron, Ph.D. 

Geo-Archeologist: 

"Deciphering the Jesus 

Family Tomb and the 

James Ossuary" 

 

25 November Meeting:  

The hon. Juan Jose Esco-

bar Stemmann, 

Consul-General of Spain: 

“From Expulsion to       

Citizenship” 

   

 This Week’s Programme  

Prof. Moshe Sharon 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

"The Development of Baha'i Studies        

in Israeli Academia"  
 

Prof. Moshe Sharon was born in Haifa in 1937, 

and received his higher education at the He-

brew University of Jerusalem and the University of London (SOAS). 

He is a professor (Emeritus) of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, 

and Chair in Bahá’í Studies at Hebrew University, in which he initiat-

ed the scholarly independent study of the Bahá’í Faith within the 

wider study of modern religions and religious movements.  

Prof. Sharon is one of foremost authorities on early ‘Abbasid history, 

History of the Holy Land under Islam and Arabic Epigraphy. 

Since 1968, he has been documenting Arabic Inscriptions in the Holy 

Land and publishing them in his opus magnum, Corpus Inscrip-

tionum Arabicarum Palaestinae. Among his other publications are 

Black Banners from the East, by now classic on the earliest revolu-

tionary movement in Islam; Judaism, Christianity and Islam, Interac-

tion and Conflict; and The Bahá’í Religion and its Most Holy Book.  

Prof. Sharon served as PM Menachem Begin’s Advisor on Arab     

Affairs and participated in the Israeli-Egyptian peace process. Later 

he was the Head of the Department of Arab Affairs in the IDF Central 

Command, advisor to the Minister of Defense, and special envoy to 

the Shi‘ites in Lebanon.  

Two years ago he was appointed by a unanimous decision of the 

Government of Israel as Chairman of the Government Place Names 

Committee responsible for deciding all place names on the map of 

the country. In 2014 he was elected 

Member of the American Philo-

sophical Society.  

 

(Editor’s Note: Past members  of the Ameri-
can Philosophical Society include, among oth-
ers, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
the Marquis de Lafayette, Robert Frost, Mar-
garet Mead, and Louis Pasteur.) 
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District News 

Upcoming Activities 

20 November: Olive Harvest Celebration 

The Rotary Club of Maghar is inviting the Dis-

trict to join with them to celebrate this year’s 

olive harvest. The program will begin with 

breakfast and an introductory lecture followed 

by a tour of the olive press facilities in nearby 

Moshav Kalanit. It will start at 9:30 and finish at 

12:30; the cost of the breakfast is 41 NIS. 

 

19 February  

Tree Planting Ceremony 

On this date Rotarians from the whole of Dis-

trict 2490 will gather in Tzefat for the annual 

tree planting ceremony and memorial for 

those Rotarians who have passed away during 

the past year since the last commemoration. 

The name of our dear Helene Stuart z’’l will, of 

course, be submitted as we will take this op-

portunity to once again remember her fondly. 

More details will be made available as the time 

comes nearer. 

Visitors to Our Club 
 

Rotarians on a World Tour 

This past week the Club was visited by  San Diego 

Rotarians, Elena and Ivan Alba, and their two Ro-

toract daughters, Lily and Isabel. They provided 

an interesting presentation which outlined their 

progress in a 

world tour  

which will in-

clude travel to 

5 continents, 

the supervision 

of ongoing Ro-

tary projects 

and reports on their own projects, such as the eco-

nomical provision of prosthetic hands. 

 

Upcoming Visit - 16 December 

Dear President Yaron Amitai, 

I'm a member of the Rotary Club of Salinas, Cali-

fornia (known at the "Downtown" club). Salinas is 

the birthplace of novelist John Steinbeck (Grapes 

of Wrath, East of Eden, among other books), & Sa-

linas is known as the "Lettuce Capital of the 

World."  

We are located 100 Miles south of San Francisco, 

next to the Monterey Peninsula.  I've been a Rotar-

ian for 23 years, & serving on countless commit-

tees & chairs, & have served on the board.  

I am very much looking forward to meeting you & 

the visit.  

R/Robert Kasavan  

 Foundation News 

 

Annual General Meeting 

At the Jerusalem Rotary Foundation Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) last week the 

membership of the Foundation, which is 

the same as the membership of the Club, 

approved the Audit Committee’s report for 

the foundation year 2014.   

In addition it approved the auditor, Abou-

lafia, Avital and Shresky and Co. and the 

Audit Committee for 2015: Louis Polak, 

Moshe Raz and Perry Roded.  

The AGM also commended the exemplary 

services of Yossi Eisenberg, who has been 

instrumental in the selection  process and 

the awarding of scholarships each year for 

many years.  

The AGM went on record to show the ap-

preciation of the Foundation for the gener-

ous complimentary service that Former Ro-

tarian and P/P Don Shrensky has provided 

for several years in  the preparation of the 

Foundation’s annual audit.  

Foundation Chairman Rafi Aldor reported 

that donations to the Foundation have, un-

fortunately, not kept up with previous 

years resulting in hard choices as to how 

many scholarships can be provided with-

out dipping too heavily into the principal 

fund of the Foundation.  

Kern W.  
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 International Toast 

The Rotary Club of Montereau   
 

Visiting the wonderful collection of French im-

pressionists in the Israel Museum Jerusalem the 

visitor’s eye will invariably fall on a fascinating 

pointillist painting of a canal with a tugboat, 

painted in 

1901 by 

Paul Signac 

(1863-1935).  

152 years ago 

today, this fa-

mous painter, 

who together 

with Georges 

Seurat developed “Pointillism” style, was born 

in Paris.  

Under Seurat’s influence Signac abandoned the 

short brushstrokes of Impressionism to experi-

ment with scientifically juxtaposed small dots of 

pure color, intended to combine and blend not 

on the canvas but in the 

viewer's eye, the defin-

ing feature of Pointil-

lism.  

Signac loved to paint 

the water, was the own-

er of a boat, and visited 

many harbors in 

France, and Europe, 

visiting places like 

Marseille, and other 

ports from Rotterdam in Northern Europe 

through the Mediterranean to Constantinople. 

He mainly lived in Paris, but he left the French 

capital each summer.  

In 1901 he travelled to Samois-sur-Seine, a very 

picturesque village at the river Seine,  which 

had already been a favorite of by writers and 

painters in the 19th century. Victor Hugo, the 

most famous writer of France in the 19th century 

(“Les Misérables”), stayed a long time here, to 

visit his mistress, now buried in the local    

cemetery.  

Also the world famous guitarist Django Rein-

hardt (1910-1953), the founder of European 

jazz, lived and died in Samois-sur-Seine, where 

on the “Ile de Berceau” every year a famous 

festival named after him takes place.   

Paul Signac shows us in his painting “The Tug-

boat, a Canal in Samois” how a strong tugboat 

tows a large 

vessel 

through  a 

small canal. 

This canal 

was dug 

along side 

the River 

Seine, since 

the river it-

self was not navigable at this location. To the 

left the trees of the Ile de Berceau is visible. 

Samois-sur-Seine is a small village about 60 km 

to the south of Paris, between Montereau and 

Evry, and is situated just outside the Forest of 

Fontainebleau, the 19th century home of a fa-

mous colony of landscape-painters. Now Sam-

ois-sur-Seine has about 3000 inhabitants and is 

still very popular on the weekends with visitors 

from Paris.   

There is also a Rotary Club in the neighbor-

hood with some members living in Samois. It is 

housed in close by Montereau-Fault-Yonne, 

where the river Yonne falls in the Seine, very 

near to Samois.  

The Rotary club of Montereau was founded in 

1962 and belongs to the district 1770.  The 

about 30 members meet every Tuesday at  7.15 

pm at Au Logis in the Rue des Arches in Monte-

reau. Every 4th Tuesday dinner at 8 pm. In hon-

or of the birthday of Paul Signac, who painted 

that beautiful painting of Samois in the Israel 

Museum, we toast today on the Rotary-Club of 

Montereau-Fault-Yonne.  

                                             Guido de W.  

 

“The Tugboat, a Canal in Samois” 
By Paul Signac 

Portrait of Paul Signac 
by Georges Seurat  

Canal at Samois-sur-Seine  
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Happy Hour  

     Support Your Local Plumber, It looks           

Like They Need All the Help They Can Get! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA, 26 

King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 

The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 

meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this 

and other enquiries please contact us through the 

Contact  section on the website. 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Follow the Jerusalem Rotary Club on social 

media: (Press ‘Control’ and click on icon to go 

to site) 

 

 

Apparently, they don’t want 
anyone seeing your face, but 

everything else is okay? 
A Real Throne 

Is this really what they 
mean by a “Half Bath” 

An East to West Conversion 
with safety cone 

And the purpose of the door is??? 

It is reported that the creators 

of these plumbing master-

pieces no longer are in the 

plumbing business, they 

have all been elected to pub-

lic office and now serve in 

various positions in govern-

ment. 


