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           Today’s Program - "A Lover of Birds Observer"  

 
Alena Kacal, Director Jerusalem Bird Observatory  
Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, Tzur Hadassah 
 
Alen Kacal is currently Director of the Jerusalem Bird Observatory. Israel’s first 
urban nature site and part of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel. She 
has worked at the JBO for 17 years. Four years as Director and before as Director of 
Education.  
Under Alen’s leadership, the JBO has gone from strength to strength. Over 50,000 
people visit the JBO each year, up from dozens when she entered her role. She has 
developed dozens of programs that attract diverse populations to this peaceful 
oasis in the city. 
These include Ultra-Orthodox Jews (Haredim), Arabic speakers – both Israeli and 
Palestinian – children and youth, special needs classes, families, grandparents, 
artists, photographers, nature lovers and the general public. Located next door to 
the Knesset even Israel’s political class have been seen seeking a quiet moment of 
contemplation in the JBO’s hide.  
 
Alen is also leading efforts to create a gender-inclusive birdwatching community. 
Organizing Israel's first women’s only birdwatching meet-up this March. 65 women 
birders from around the country participated and presented. Alen is inspiring a 
new generation of female birders and breaking the glass ceiling.  
Alen has been instrumental in building the JBO's presence on the world birding 
stage. Developing a partnership with Manomet Bird Observatory in Plymouth, MA. 
She is currently working to build partnerships with two other bird observatories in 
Mexico and Canada. Born in Trinidad and Tobago, she caught the birding bug at a 
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very young age watching Motmots and Scarlet Ibis. As a teenager, Alen was very 
active in the Field Naturalist Club of Trinidad and she served for two years as the 
leader of the bird group. This love of birds led her to study Wildlife Biology at the 
University of Rhode Island. She recently received her Master’s in Environmental 
Education from the University of Wisconsin, Steven's Point. She served as President 
of Tzur Hadassah’s Reform Congregation for five years. 

 
Foundation Greetings: 
 
Uri and Evelyn Savir will celebrate their anniversary on November 7th. 
Sandi Darmon will take note of her birthday on November 11th. 
Congratulations!!! 
 

Foundation Thoughts of the Week: 
 

Oscar Wilde gave us this thought:  "Everybody wants something. The practical man 
is the man who knows how to get what he wants. The philosopher is the man who 
knows what man ought to want. The ideal man is the man who knows how to get 
what he ought to want". 
 
Let us be ideal Rotarians and DONATE to the Foundation! 
 
 
 

 
 

    The President’s Corner  
 

Please save the date:  On 27 November, District Governor Matty Harel will be visiting our club.  Here is our 

opportunity to meet the DG and become better acquainted.  Please make every effort to attend. 

                                                                                                                                                                  Robert Hammer 

           

   International Toast – Rotary Club Newcastle-Majuba, South Africa 

Again, three historical events  that happened on the date of our Rotary Club meeting. Three men with very 
different backgrounds who made and formed history:  



1913 Mahatma Gandhi arrested for leading Indian miners' march in South Africa. By 1913, a tax had been 
imposed on all former indentured labourers, known as the Indian Relief Bill. In protest of this, Gandhi launched a 
passive resistance campaign, gaining the support of thousands of mine workers. While leading a march from 
Newcastle to Charlestown on 6 November 1913, which included 127 women, 57 children and 2037 men, Gandhi 
was arrested. Gandhi was arrested three times and released on bail. The march continued and he joined it each 
time after his release. Meanwhile, Hermann Kallenbach and Henry Polak took charge of the marchers. The Indian 
Relief Bill was finally scrapped. Born and raised in a Hindu family in coastal Gujarat, western India, Gandhi was 
trained in law at the Inner Temple, London, and called to the bar at age 22 in June 1891. After two uncertain 
years in India, where he was unable to start a successful law practice, he moved to South Africa in 1893 to 
represent an Indian merchant in a lawsuit. He went on to stay for 21 years. In 1906, the Transvaal government 
promulgated a new Act compelling registration of the colony's Indian and Chinese populations. At a mass protest 
meeting held in Johannesburg on 11 September that year, Gandhi adopted his still evolving methodology of 
Satyagraha (devotion to the truth), or nonviolent protest, for the first time.  In 1910, Gandhi established, with the 
help of his friends Hermann Kallenbach, an idealistic community they named "Tolstoy Farm" near Johannesburg. 
There he nurtured his policy of peaceful resistance.  

 

 

1946 Karol Wojtyla (future Pope John Paul II) holds his first Mass as newly ordained Catholic priest in Wawel 
Cathedral's crypt. He was elected pope by the second Papal conclave of 1978, which was called after Pope John 
Paul I, who had been elected in August to succeed Pope Paul VI, died after 33 days. Cardinal Wojtyła was elected 
on the third day of the conclave and adopted the name of his predecessor in tribute to him. John Paul II is 
recognised as helping to end Communist rule in his native Poland and eventually all of Europe. John Paul II 
significantly improved the Catholic Church's relations with Judaism, Islam, and the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

1973 Abe Beame (March 20, 1906 – February 10, 2001) elected 1st Jewish mayor of NYC. Beame was born 
Abraham David Birnbaum in London. His parents were Esther (née Goldfarb) and Philip Birnbaum, Jewish 
immigrants from Poland who fled Warsaw. Beame and his family left England when he was three months old.  
He was raised on New York City's Lower East Side. Beame defeated State Senator John Marchi in the 1973 
mayoral election, becoming the 104th Mayor of New York City. He faced the worst fiscal crisis in the city's history 
and spent the bulk of his term attempting to ward off bankruptcy. After a chaotic four years as mayor, Beame ran 
for a second term in 1977, and finished third in the Democratic primary, behind Representative Ed Koch and New 
York Secretary of State Mario Cuomo. He was succeeded by Koch, who won the general election on November 8, 
1977. Beame was the first mayor of New York City who was a practicing Jew. Fiorello La Guardia, who was mayor 
from 1934 to 1945, was halachically Jewish because his mother was born Jewish, but was raised as an 
Episcopalian and practiced that religion all his life. 

This week we are toasting the Rotary Club of Newcastle-Majuba in South Africa on the anniversary of Gandhi’s 
arrest at the miner’s march. A remarkable event in the struggle for human equality and against racial 
discrimination.  

Mahatma Gandhi and H Kallenbach Young Karol Wojtyla Abe Beame 
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Rotary District 9370 was established on 1 July 2013, resulting from the amalgamation of Districts 9270 and 9320. 

It encompasses the entire South African provinces of KwaZulu-Natal, the Eastern Cape and the Free State, parts 

of the Northern Cape and North West provinces and the entire Mountain Kingdom of Lesotho. In total, D9370 

covers an area of some 475,000 Sq Km - 185,000 Sq M. This makes it rather larger than the US state of California, 

more than twice the size of the Australian state of Victoria, and twice the size of the UK. At its inception D9370 

comprised 101 Rotary Clubs, with a total membership of a little over 2000 Rotarians. 

                                                                                                                                                                                    Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                      

  Some other news 
 
Please remember that we will have a ‘Board Meeting’ following our regular meeting on 6 November. The editor 
of the bulletin is still travelling at this time and will miss it (and all of you). Will be in Hong Kong to sniff some 
revolution, chaos or anarchy, whichever way one looks at the situation over there. Will be back for our meeting 
on 13 November. Have fun and wise decisions on the 6th. 
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be ordered until 90 minutes 
before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


