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15 March — Lunch 

 

  Speaker:  Amos Gil 

                    CEO, YMCA 

 

  Topic: YMCA in 2017 and in 

               the coming years. 

  ***** 

 

Sugges�ons for speakers 

or subjects for a talk or 

discussion are welcome. 

Please write to the Chair 

of the Program  

Commi*ee, Art Braun-

stein, via the Contact Form 

on our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

Facebook: J 

erusalem Rotary Club or 

h�ps://www.facebook.com/

rotaryclubjerusalem 

   This Week’s Regular ProgramThis Week’s Regular ProgramThis Week’s Regular ProgramThis Week’s Regular Program    

 

Rabbi Dow Marmur 

Senior Rabbi Emeritus 

Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto, Canada 

http://holyblossom.org/ 

 

 “WHY PURIM?” 

 

Rabbi Dow Marmur, was born in Poland in 1935 

and spent the years of World War II in the Soviet 

Union before returning to Poland in 1946. Two 

years later, he emigrated to Sweden, where he 

went to school. In 1957, he moved to London, 

England to study for the rabbinate at the Leo 

Baeck College, from which he graduated in 1962. 

Before becoming Senior Rabbi of Holy Blossom in 

1983, Rabbi Marmur served two congrega>ons in 

London, England. He re>red from his posi>on of 

Senior Rabbi at Holy Blossom Temple in 2000.  

Rabbi Marmur has enjoyed an impressive career outside the  

synagogue walls, most recently as Interim Execu>ve Director of the 

World Union for Progressive Judaism, in Jerusalem. He is a Senior  

Fellow of Massey College, University of Toronto, a Fellow of St. 

Michael’s College. Between 2007 and 2014 he was an Appointed 

Bencher of the Law Society of Upper Canada.  

Rabbi Marmur has wri�en six books and edited two. His ar>cles on 

Jewish theology, Zionism, Israel, marriage and related problems, and 

Jewish/Chris>an rela>ons have appeared in Jewish and non-Jewish 

publica>ons in Britain, Canada and elsewhere.  

The Holy Blossom Temple is a Reform synagogue located at 1950 Bathurst 

Street in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. It is the oldest Jewish congrega$on  

in Toronto. Founded in 1856, it has more than 7,000 members  
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Jerusalem Post on 6 March 2017, reported  

on the front page that a “US lawmaker tours  

potential embassy sites in Jerusalem.  

Congressman Ron DeSantis: Relocation 

would have Arab world see Trump as  

‘strong and decisive leader’.” 

On Sunday, 5 March, DeSantis and his  

delegation met with Prime Minister  

Netanyahu, Minister Tsipi Hotovely and the 

security people that will be arranging the 

security of the new embassy. Netanyahu at 

the meeting said that “the move would be 

great, if it materializes”.  

DeSantis visited four potential sites, the  

American Consulate on Agron street, the  

American Citizens Services Union on David 

Flusser street, the Diplomat Hotel and the 

grounds near the Tayelet reserved for this 

move. It seems that DeSantis preference 

goes to the Flusser street site. 

But why is this of importance for the  

Jerusalem Rotary Club, except in that the 

new embassy in our city may well bring  

us a number of new and younger important 

members? The answer lies in the special 

connection your temporary editor has with 

the Israeli ambassador in Washington, Ron 

Dermer. Dermer is, as we know, close to 

President Trump and his family.  

He has learned that Trump is a long-time, 

committed Rotary member, who even in his 

new position always tries to keep up his  

attendance.  

What Dermer has now communicated to me, 

in the greatest of secrecy, that Trump does 

not quite trust the judgment of congressman 

DeSantis. Since the embassy move can have 

such drastic consequences, the President 

wants to study the possibilities himself and 

speak personally with the security people 

involved. He therefore plans a quick visit to 

Jerusalem in the coming days, but without 

knowledge of the media that anyway hates 

him and only spread fake news.  Because of 

this, the White House staff has asked Dermer 

to arrange a happy and playful Rotary lunch 

for President Trump during this coming visit.  

The President insisted that we meet in our 

regular location, the YMCA, since it is known 

as a religiously and culturally neutral  

meeting place open to everybody, including 

legal and illegal immigrants and visitors to 

Jerusalem.  

The President is, of course, pressed for time, 

and the only time slot available is on Monday 

13 March at 13:00 sharp.  Your Board has, 

however, agreed to call a special meeting 

for him. We look forward to hearing him and 

his Jewish family addressing us on the  

subject of New and Old Relations between 

Jerusalem and Shushan. Jews and the Rulers 

of Persia/Iran, an actuality on this special 

date in the calendar.  

Please bring your ID-card and, if you have 

one, your American passport. Do let Irène 

Lewitt know beforehand that you will be 

coming, and please be on time.    

BREAKING NEWS 
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From  our  SecretaryFrom  our  SecretaryFrom  our  SecretaryFrom  our  Secretary    

   At our meeting on Wednesday 15 February we  
 welcomed mrs. Ruta Casabianca from the Rustavi  
 International Rotary Club in Georgia.  
 The club was chartered on May 27,  2016 and now  
 counts 14 members. 

 Ruta came to Georgia as a Peace Corps volunteer in  
 2010 and then stayed in order to bring services for 
 people with disabilities. The club is very active and  
 has a number of ambitious projects that answer  
 to her intention.  

 Ruta’s email: rcasabianca1@gmail.com  
 Facebook:  
Rotary Club - Rustavi International  

 Last week’s talk by prof. Irwin CotlerLast week’s talk by prof. Irwin CotlerLast week’s talk by prof. Irwin CotlerLast week’s talk by prof. Irwin Cotler 

 Prof. Cotler gave a much appreciated talk on the “Attempts to delegitimize  
Israel under Universal Values.”  The 42 minutes’ video of the talk can be seen 
at https://youtu.be/-RLbTnj_uWc (click on the link or copy it in your browser) 

57-ועדת רוטרי ה    
The	57th	Rotary	District	Convention	

																										11-13	May	2017	

מעלה החמישה -מלון יערים  

Hotel	Yearim,	Ma'ale	Hahamisha	

	
For	all	information	and	registration,	go	to		

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/program-bulletin		

For	the	program,	click	there	on	the	PDF-icon.	

For	all	information:	Sigal	050-6969019,	sigala@flying.co.il			
  Please note:  
  The programs are all in Hebrew 
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Our	Club	Foundation	reports	
over	2015	and	2016	have	happily	been	approved	by	the	Ministry	of	Justice,	Dept.	of	NGO	registrations	

Our	thanks	go	to	the	Foundation	Board	for	their	good	work	on	behalf	of	us	all.	
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                InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational    ToastToastToastToast    
   By Guido de Werd 

    

The	Rotary	Club	of	Frankfurt	am	Main	
h*ps://frankfurt-am-main.rotary.de/ 

 

Today, the 8
th

 of March, 138 years ago, 

one of the most influen>al scien>sts of 

the twen>eth century, O�o Hahn (1879 

- 1968), was born in the German city of 

Frankfurt. He studied chemistry in Mar-

burg and Munich, London and Montreal. 

    Hahn started his career in Berlin in 

1906 and then in 1912 at the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ins>tute 

and soon became an interna>onally famous scien>st in 

the field of radiochemistry; he was there at the same 

>me as Albert Einstein.  Hahn's 

most spectacular discovery came 

at the end of 1938 when he dis-

covered the fission of uranium. 

This earned Hahn the Nobel Prize 

Table with Nuclear  in Chemistry in 1944, and led  

Fission apparatus,1938    directly to the development of 

the atomic bomb.  

    During World War II, Hahn was conscripted into the 

German Army, where he was placed in a special unit for 

chemical warfare. Hahn's discovery of nuclear fission 

led many to suspect that he was working on a German 

project of developing an atomic bomb. However, he 

never worked on Germany's atomic program but spent 

most of his >me studying radioac>ve isotopes.  

Nonetheless, he and other leading German physicists 

were taken into custody and interned in England from 

July 1945 un>l January 

1946. There they learned 

about the atom bombs 

dropped on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. Hahn was at the 

brink of despair, as he felt 

that his discovery had led 

to the death and suffering 

of tens of thousands of 

innocent Japanese people.  

    Nagasaki Bomb 1945  

    In January 1946 the group was returned to Germany. 

Albert Einstein wrote that Hahn was "one of the very 

few who stood upright and did the best he could in  

these years of evil". In 1945 O�o Hahn was able to re-

ceive his Nobel Prize from 1944. AMer the war he  

became a passionate campaigner against the use of 

nuclear energy as a weapon. He became the founding 

President of the Max Planck Society (MPG) from 1948 

to 1960.  

    In 1959 O�o Hahn played a crucial role in the  

normaliza>on of the rela>ons between the Germany 

and Israel. At the ini>a>ve of David Ben Gurion and 

Konrad Adenauer he visited Israel with the aim of 

contribu>ng to the healing of the wounds leM by the 

Shoah. Two years later, 1961, the first German  

scien>st could 

get to work at 

the Weitzman 

Ins>tute. In 

1974, in appreci-

a>on Hahn’s 

special contribu-

>on to German-

Israeli rela>ons,         Delegation of Otto Hahn, arriving in 

a wing of the    Israel, 1959  

Weizmann  Ins>tute was named aMer him.  

He died on 28 July 1968 in  

GöOngen. 

O�o Hahn was born in Frankfurt 

am Main, where already in 1927 

the second German Rotary Club 

was founded. Nine years later, in 

1936 the club was closed down by 

the Nazi Government. Already earlier, from 1933 on, 

19 Jewish members had been forced to leave the 

club.  In 1949 the Club was re-established, now as 

the first Rotary club in Germany aMer WWII.  

The club belongs to District 1820 and the members 

meet every Monday at 1:00 pm at the Villa Bonn in 

Frankfurt. The club has chartered nine daughter 

clubs and the first Rotaract Club in Germany. They 

run four projects. 1. Support to the hospice care of 

the "Evangelisches Hospiz". 2. The Frankfurt Charity: 

Last year the club donated €15.000 for the purchase 

of a kitchen and play tools. 3. The Rotary Founda>on 

with support for "End Polio now". 4.Bursaries for 

students from countries from Eastern Europe and 

Asia, like Romania, Hungary, Belarus, Ukraine,  

Azerbaijan and Mongolia  
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Jerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary Club    

Weekly Lunch Mee>ngs are at the YMCA,  

26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 

The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 

mee>ng at 19:00.  

Mee>ngs are conducted in English.  

Visi>ng Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  

For this and other enquiries please contact us 

through the Contact form on the website. 

 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy HourHappy HourHappy HourHappy Hour    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Chocolate Hummus  

          from the USA 

In Belgium all milk packets had to been removed from 

the supermarkets.  The text reading 'Open here' had to 

be changed to 'Open at home'. 

                                                 To the Dutch, the Belgians are  

                                                 as the Poles are to the Americans 


