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Upcoming Programs        

 
14 Dec. 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 
Speaker DG Gabi Oren 
       
16 Dec 

Bet Hagefen Haifa 

District medal (magen hasovla-
nut) awards to Israeli  

personalities.      

 

 

Suggestions for speakers or 
subjects for a talk or discus-
sion are welcome. 
Please write to the Chair of 
the Program Committee, Art 
Braunstein, via the Contact 
Form on our website. 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

 

 

This Week’s Program 

Ms. Gertrude Mukoya Mwendah  

 Human Resources/Training Officer 
UN Truce Supervision Organization-Jerusalem 

 "Culture and Diversity"  
 

Ms. Mwendah  is in  Charge of Training, Gender Focal 
Point and Human Resources at the United Nations Truce  
Supervision Organization (UNTSO) at its Headquarters in 
Jerusalem. 
 
On 29 May 1948 , the Security Council, in resolution 50 
(1948), called for a cessation of hostilities in Palestine 
and decided that the truce should be supervised by the 
UN  
Mediator, with the assistance of a group of military  
observers . The first group of military observers, which 
has become known as the United Nations Truce Super-
vision Organization (UNTSO), was the first peacekeeping  
operation established by the United Nations (UN).  
 
United Nations Truce Supervision Organization Military 

Observers (UNMOs) remain in the Middle East to monitor ceasefires, supervise 
armistice agreements, prevent isolated incidents from escalating and assist other 
United Nations peacekeeping operations in the region. 
 
UNTSO offices with their Headquarters in Jerusalem, together with their   
Outstation Offices in Tiberias;  Lebanon (Naquora and Beirut), Syria (Damascus 
and The Golan Heights); Egypt (Ismailia) and Jordan (Amman);  ensure that the 
borders in Israel are safe.  They report to The IDF any suspicious movement.   
UNTSO is the only UN Office in Israel that works very closely with  The IDF on  
border issues. 
 
Ms. Mwendah has worked for the UN since 1982. Prior to coming to Israel she 
worked with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) (Nairobi);  
Cambodia; Vietnam; Somalia; United Nations Office (UNON) in Nairobi; Tribunal 
for Rwanda in Kigali, Arusha and the Haigue; Sudan (Darfur) etc. 
 
Ms. Mwendah will talk of her experience in Culture and Diversity from the Field 
experience that she has been exposed to in her tenure with the UN. 
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Dear Members, 
  
I am very sorry to have to update you about the unfortunate disappointment 
with our fundraising venture – the Concert of 1/1/17.  
I assume you have heard about the joint project of the club and the Yad Elie, 
the concert with Chen Zembalista and his orchestra of Jewish and Arab young 
people in the YMCA auditorium on 1 January 2017. For the last six weeks, we 
have been busy with the preparations. It has taken so long, due to unexpected 
complications and unfortunate surprises. 
 
The concert was presented to our Community Service Committee as a benevo-
lent contribution by Chen Zimbalista’s orchestra. We were merely to under-
take covering such costs as the Y Auditorium, transportation etc. Our under-
standing was that the overall costs will be minimal which at a ticket price of 
100 shekel each may allow for a reasonable expected income to be shared by 
Yad Elie and Rotary. 
 
It is only yesterday that I was informed that the overall envisaged costs by the 
orchestra including payments to musicians, auditorium security etc. will be 
25000 shekel, which turns the concert unrealistic in terms of our original pur-
pose- fundraising. 
 
David Lilienthal and I discussed the matter at length and while David agreed 
with me about the harsh realities and the risk of running a financial loss and 
while he initially leaned towards cancelling this venture – Yad Elie's board in-
sists on carrying on for different considerations which were not disclosed.  
 
Under these circumstances I have agreed with David that we had no other op-
tion but to withdraw from partnering in this venture. 
 
However, I trust that both the concert as well as Yad Elie’s considerations are 
to be  highly appreciated and I would like to urge you all to buy the tickets, en-
joy the occasion and encourage your friends to support Yad Elie by coming to 
the concert. 
 
 
Dan 
 
 
Following is the Poster  of  the  
Concert. 

From our President 

SAVE THE DATE:1 January 2017, 20:00 
YMCA Auditorium  
CHEN ZIMBALISTA 

Gala-Benefit Concert 
for the Yad Elie Foundation (see www.yadelie.org) 

http://www.yadelie.org/
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Dear Friends,   

 

This week’s Bulletin is quite full with interesting  

materials and important announcements about coming events , 

especially about The  Charity Concert on the 1st of January 2017.         

 

There is The Half-Year District Conference  on 13 January 2017 at the  Maxim Levy "Hechal HaTarbut", 

Eliezer Kaplan Street 2, Lod.   Please note: The programs are all in Hebrew  

You can see all the information on all  the Club’s Events on our website, just by clicking on the following links: 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/program-bulletin 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/next-district-event  

 

Please note and write it in your Agendas, that on the 14th of December, we will have the visit of the District Governor 

Gabi Oren and his wife; District Secretary Jacob Ben Gad and District Governor Assistant Shimon Gonen.  

They will join a special meeting of the Board at 17:00 to be followed by our club meeting where DG Oren will be our guest 

speaker. http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/program-bulletin 

 

A little note regarding last weeks International Toast! 

It was brought to my attention by  Efraim Wallach through Yaron Amitai that we could have added a little more infor-

mation about Carpentras. Here are two websites worth  

Reading. http://www.timesofisrael.com/remnants-of-provences-jewry-set-to-be-unesco-site/ 

And  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oldest_synagogues_in_the_world 

Wehre you can find among other interesting facts about Old Synagogues of the world, that  

“the Synagogue of Carpentras has been built in 1367. Today, only the underground parts (mikveh, bakery, butcher's) re-

main, as the synagogue was rebuilt in the 18th century.” 

  
And last but not least ; I hope everyone remembers  that as of the 7/12 and for the next five weeks,  the Wednesday  

social gatherings will start at 18:00 hours. The Rotary traditions and speaker will open the evening and  dinner will  

follow at 19:00 hours  with plenty of time to eat, talk and mingle!!! 

I sincerely hope that it will be a successful change in our routine. 

 

Rosa 

 

From your Editor 
SAVE THE DATE: 1 January 2017, 20:00 

YMCA Auditorium  
 

CHEN ZIMBALISTA 
 

Gala-Benefit Concert 
for the Yad Elie Foundation 

 
(see www.yadelie.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpentras
http://www.yadelie.org/
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Rotarian Werner Loval  

Receives the Order of the Quetzal  

From  The President of Guatemala 

 

Dear Editor, 

  

Tuesday evening the 29th of November, my wife and I had the great honor and privilege of witnessing a very special event pertaining to 

one of the most senior and revered members of the Jerusalem Rotary Club, Past President Werner Loval. In the presence of members of his 

family, the heads of the Latin American diplomatic missions accredited to Israel, and Ministers of the government of Guatemala, the presi-

dent of Guatemala, H.E.  Jimmy Morales, conferred upon Werner Loval the Order of the Quetzal, the highest honor the government of Gua-

temala can bestow upon a foreigner. At a very elegant ceremony held at the King David Hotel , the honor was bestowed upon him in recog-

nition of the 18 years of dedicated and professional service that Werner has provided the Republic of Guatemala as one of its two Honorary 

Consuls; Werner's responsibility being for the Jerusalem area. Established in 1936, the Order of the Quetzal is bestowed by the Govern-

ment of Guatemala in acknowledgment of officials of nations, organizations and other entities whose artistic, civic, humanitarian, or  

scientific works merit special recognition. 

  

Dear Editor, I wanted to share knowledge of this event with the members of the club so that they, too, would be aware of this well-

deserved recognition achieved recently by one of our members. 

Respectfully, 

Kern Wisman 

 

L. to R.    

The Foreign Minister of Guatemala,  

Werner Loval, and the President of  

Guatemala, H.E. Jimmy Morales  

after the placing of  

The sash, medal, and ribbon  

of the Order of the Quetzal  

  

 

Order of the  
Quetzal medal  

Werner and Pamela after the  
conferment of the order  

President Morales congratulating 
Werner  and Pamela  

The national bird of  
Guatemala – The  Quetzal  
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    International Toast 
            From Guido De Weerd  

The Rotary Club of Issoudun 

France 
 

Today, the 7th of December, 122 years 
ago, Count Ferdinand de Lesseps died, in 
his Castle of Chesnay in Guilly, 20 
kilometers to the south of Orleans in the 
middle of France. He is buried in the 
famous Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris.  

De Lesseps was born to a family of 
diplomats.  
 
His father was made a Count by 
Emperor Napoleon I. At only 20 
years old Lesseps started his 
diplomatic career as Vice-Consul in 
Tunis.  In 1832 Lesseps became a 
vice-consul in Alexandria.  
There he read about the first ideas of building a canal through 
the isthmus between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea; the 
so-called ancient Suez Canal was thought of, during the 
Expedition of Napoleon Bonaparte to Egypt. Since then 
Lesseps dreamed of realizing the Suez Canal. During the next 
years, he became consul in Cairo and later, Consul-General in 
Alexandria. In this time he became good friends with the son 
of the vice-king, Said Pasha. Till 1849 he had several 
diplomatic functions in Rotterdam, Madrid and Barcelona and 
Rome.  
In  1849 Count de Lesseps left the foreign service. In 1854 he 
was invited by Said Pasha to come to Alexandria, and now, 
with his good contacts to the vice-king, he could develop his 
idea of realizing the Suez Canal.  

De Lesseps was the developer of the Suez 
Canal, which separates the African 
Continent from the Asian Continent, 
between Suez and Port Said. The Canal 

opened in 1869; it joined the Mediterranean and the Red Sea 
and reduced the distances between Europe and East Asia.  
He created a Company - The Compagnie Universelle du canal 
maritime de Suez He found many shareholders in France, and 
the Egyptian King of that time. But could not 
persuade the British to believe and invest in 
his project.  
Here is not the place to describe the 
history and the importance of the Suez-Canal, which,  since 
1948 is also part of the history of Israel.  
The construction of the Canal took ten years, from 1859 till 
1869.   
We will not discuss here Lesseps's efforts to dig the Panama 
Canal; we discussed it earlier this year. 
On the occasion of the Opening of the Suez-Canal in 1869, the 
Khedive Ismail Pascha asked the composer Giuseppe Verdi to 
compose an Opera in Egyptian style. Verdi refused, but the 
Khedive, sometime later,  sent him the libretto for an Opera 
called “Aida,” with the remark, that if he refuses, the Khedive 
would ask RichardWagner instead. Verdi accepted, and his 

Opera premiered in 1871 on the occasion of the opening of 
the new opera house in Cairo. Today, the Opera "Aida" is 

considered one of the major Operas of 
the 19th century.   
In 1899 a colossal statue of De Lesseps 
was inaugurated at the entrance of 
the Canal. It was destroyed by 
President Nasser in 1956, to establish 

the fact that the Suez-Canal from then on belonged to the 
Egyptian people. Now the monument is installed in the garden 
of the Canal's Company in Port Fouad, on the Asian side of 
the Canal. 
Less known, is that De Lesseps had the idea to place an 
enormous new lighthouse at the entrance of the Canal, with a 
colossal Statue of an Egyptian woman, 28 meters high, which 
was inspired by the Colossus of Rhodos, by the famous French 
sculptor Frederic August Bartholdi from Colmar. That 
project was not realized. But De Lesseps became involved in 
the historical project of the realization of the Statue of Liberty 
in New York, also by Bartholdi. The statue was a gift from the 
people of France to the American people. De Lesseps, called 
“Le Grand Francais,” represented France at the inauguration 
of The Statue of Liberty, in 1875, and gave an official and very 
impressive speech, which was a very high honor.  
De Lesseps lived his last twenty years in his castle, where he 
died in 1894, on December 7th. 

 
In the small village of Guilly, 
there is no Rotary Club; it is in 
nearby Issoudun, a city of about 
12.000 inhabitants.  The club 
exists since 1983.    Today it has 
27 members, five of them 
women. The club belongs to 
District 7250.  

This year's President is Chantal De Montbel. The members 
meet every Monday, the first and the third of the month for 
dinner at 8 pm., the other Mondays at 7 pm for a happy hour. 
The club has many activities. They support the International 
Rotary Action "End Polio now."   
The members also support the 
international exchange of 
students; every year two young 
talented students have the 
possibility to study abroad.  
 
The partner Rotary Club is in 
Germany, in Rotenburg/
Melsungen and the members 
visit every year.  
 

The Chateau  

de la Chesnay  

All the Rotary Clubs of Indre  

support  the disabled people.  

Changeover Presideny 2015/2016 :  
Bertrand Mercier and Yves Taupin  
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                                                               Joggling the mind Joggling the mind !!  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA,  
26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 
The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 
meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 
soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  
For this and other enquiries please contact us 
through the Contact section on the website. 

 
Please visit our website: 
www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy Hour 

                                                                                                                            

                     A Big Smile is Healthy….. 

 

Abe and Esther Stein are flying to Australia for a two week vacation to celebrate their 40th anniversary. 

Suddenly, over the public address system, the Captain announces, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I am afraid I 

have some very bad news. Our engines have ceased functioning and we will attempt an emergency land-

ing. Luckily, I see an uncharted island below us and we should be able to land on the beach. However, the 

odds are that we may get stranded on this deserted island for a very long time." 

Thanks to the skill of the flight crew, the plane lands safely on the island. 

Once on the island, Abe turns to his wife and asks, "Esther, did we pay our charity pledge check to the Syna-

gogue yet?" 

"No, sweetheart," she responds. 

Abe, still shaken from the crash landing, then asks, "Esther, did we pay our United Jewish Appeal pledge?" 

"Oiy, no! I'm sorry. I forgot to send that check too," she says. 

"One last ting, Esther. Did you remember to send the check for the Synagogue Building Fund," he asks? 

"Oiy, forgive me, Abe," begged Esther. "I didn't send that one either." 

Abe grabs her and gives her the biggest kiss he has given her in 40 years. 

Esther pulls away and asks him, "What was that for?" 

Abe answers, "We're Saved! They'll find us!" 

 

Hartelijke groeten/kind regards 

Geert 

 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org

