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 This Week’s Programme 

Steve Gray, Program Director, Keshet Center 

for Educational Tourism in Israel Ltd.:  

“Innovation Nation Tours” 

Steve Gray was born in Boston, Mass, and obtained his BS 

in Management from the Rensellaer Polytechnic Institute 

and MS in Accounting from Northeastern University.   In the 

USA, he was a partner in Gray, Gray & Gray CPAs.  Steve 

then came on Aliyah in 1977.  He has his tour guide qualifi-

cation from Haifa University’s School of Tourism.    

Steve spent more than 12 years managing Intel's Israel venture invest-

ments, evaluating and executing them as well as sitting as Intel's repre-

sentative on the boards of many such start-up companies. Prior to Intel, 

he worked in Jerusalem with Luz, the solar energy development com-

pany, and was then CFO of a group of companies in the Tel Aviv area.  

Steve spent seven years on Kibbutz Gesher Haziv and in 2008 joined the 

Masorti Kibbutz Hannaton where he has served on its financial manage-

ment committee and as Treasurer of its Educational Center. 

Today, Steve Gray works with Keshet, the Center for Educational Tour-

ism, and is its Program Director for Innovation Nation Tours. In this capac-

ity, Steve arranges tours of the Israeli hi-tech sector, exploring the cul-

tural and social factors that have made 

Israel into one of the most dynamic and 

innovative centers of entrepreneurship 

in the world. 

Dinner meeting on Wednesday,             

29 October, 19:00 at the Jerusalem        

International YMCA  

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
November 5: 

Club Assembly & General 

meeting of the Jerusalem 

Rotary Foundation 

November 12: 

Outing to the Israel Mu-

seum, guided by Rita 

Kersting, Guido’s wife. 

Details to follow next week 

 Future Events 
November 5: 

Club board meeting,14:30 

December 10: 

Annual bazaar at the 

YMCA. Sew also page 1 

January 30-31: 

District outing to the Gali-

lee, incl. the Rotary annual 

event at the Paul Harris 

Peace Forest in Birya 

 From the Editor 

A thought provoking story - “How a Dynamic Club Used Social Media to 

Grow” See page 3. The Bulletin will be glad to hear your opinion.  

Yaron A. 
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 International Toast 

The Forgotten Islands 

If you adore quietude, take a trip to São Tomé & 

Príncipe, Africa's second-smallest country. These 

two tiny volcanic bumps anchored off the Ga-

bonese coast easily win the hearts 

of foreigners with their Portu-

guese-Creole flavour and relaxed 

vibes, and it won't take too long 

before 

you're in-

fected with 

the perva-

sive leve 

leve (which 

loosely 

means 

'take it 

easy') 

mood. 

The sublime laid-back tempo is enhanced by 

miles of perfect palm-fringed beaches, huge 

swathes of emerald rainforest, soaring volcanic 

peaks and mellow fishing villages. In season, tur-

tle- and whale-watching opportunities abound. 

The island was uninhabited before the arrival of 

the Portuguese sometime around 1470. São 

Tomé was right on the equator and wet enough 

to grow sugar in wild abundance. Its proximity to 

the African Kingdom of Kongo provided an even-

tual source of slave labourers to work the sugar 

plantations. The islands received their inde-

pendence in 1975. and Portuguese culture pre-

vails to this day.  

The Rotary Club of São Tomé and Principe, 

founded in 1992, meets at Hotel Pestana in Vila 

Maria on San Tomé on Mondays at 18:00.  The 

club currently has 

20 members and 

the President this 

year is Mr. Aly 

Sherry. If your Por-

tuguese is rusty, 

they will help you 

with some Eng-

lish… 

Our former member Roy Rissanen has just vis-

ited the islands with his wife Sirpa. They were 

warmly received by the local Rotary Club, whom 

they presented with a Jerusalem RC banner. 

Mike R.  

  Foundation News 

Foundation General Meeting* 

We are hereby announcing that the Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) of the Amutah called 

Jerusalem Rotary Foundation – formerly 

known as the Jerusalem Rotary Club Founda-

tion – will be held 5 November as part of the 

regular weekly Club meeting. All Amutah 

members (=all Club members) are invited to 

attend. The Agenda of the AGM will follow. 

YIR 

Rafi Aldor, Chairman  

David Seligman, Secretary  

 

* Note: This text was received for publication on 18 

October but regretfully was not published. My apolo-

gies. 

The Editor  

  Annual Bazaar  

Blurb No. 4 

 The “bazaar process” is well under way – and 

if all our plans materialize, we shall be able to 

look upon ourselves in a new light!  Vibrant, 

trendy, knowledgeable  people, well worth 

knowing!   

The key to this is a steady supply of saleable 

items. Spread the word and ask EVERYONE 

you know for their treasures. You will be do-

ing them a favor 

because every-

one has some-

thing that they 

want to get rid of 

– and we can use 

it all! 

Ruth H.   
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  Rotary International 

How a Dynamic Club Used Social 

Media to Grow 

Erin Mills had just finished teaching for the day in 

Montevideo, Uruguay, when her smartphone 

buzzed with a message. 

An impromptu gathering to watch Uruguay's World 

Cup soccer match was being organized. Through 

the power of a mobile messaging app, a majority of 

the Rotary Club of Plaza Matriz had soon assem-

bled at a member's home to munch on baked 

goods while rooting for their national team. 

That enthusiasm and ability to draw a crowd has 

made the club, which just received its charter in 

July, a success in the country's capital city. Made up 

almost entirely of young professionals, it is the kind 

of club Rotary is eager to have more of. It has also 

served as a bridge back to Rotary for former mem-

bers of Rotaract, who must leave the program when 

they turn 30. 

Mills says she could tell the club had something 

special by its third meeting. "It turned into a brain-

storming session of all the projects we wanted to 

do. No idea was too large or too small." 

"Oscars for Rotary" 

The club has partnered with PORSALEU, a local 

charity that provides a place for leukemia patients 

and their families to stay close to the hospital when 

they travel to the city for treatment. They held their 

first fundraiser during the World Cup, auctioning 

off a jersey signed by Uruguayan footballer Cris-

tian Rodríguez -- through social media. And they're 

planning a Rotary award night to recognize and 

encourage humanitarian service, which they are 

calling the "Golden Wheel." 

"It's like an Oscars for Rotary," Mills explains. 

"Clubs that enter have a chance to win a Golden 

Wheel in categories such as best outreach pro-

gram for new members, best service project." 

Members are conducting workshops to teach other 

Rotary members in the city how to use social media 

to their advantage. 

How the club got started 

For Mills, the club has also offered a way to get re-

established in Uruguay. She came to Montevideo in 

2008 on a scholarship sponsored by the Rotary 

Club of Casa Grande, Arizona, USA, and joined the 

Rotaract Club of Paso Molino. 

After completing her scholarship, she returned to 

Arizona and began a long-distance relationship 

with one of the Rotaractors she had met during her 

studies. Realizing that her heart was in Uruguay in 

more ways than one, she completed an advanced 

degree in bilingual education and returned. She is 

now teaching English language educators at the 

University of Montevideo and middle school stu-

dents from around the world at an American Inter-

national School. 

Finding a new group to connect with wasn't initially 

easy. She looked for a Rotary club to join but 

couldn't find one that "had the right vibe." They ei-

ther were too far from her home or didn't offer the 

sense of family she was searching for as an expat. 

Many of her friends had left the Paso Molino        

Rotaract Club. About the same time, Nicolas Ortiz, 

a member of the Rotary Club of Montevideo and 

chair of the district's New Generations committee, 

began running into many of Mills' old friends. He 

realized that all of these former Rotaractors and the 

former Rotary Scholar would be the ideal core for a 

new club, so he encouraged them to start one. 

"We were all a little intimidated by the responsibil-

ity. Where do you even start? And then there's the 

financial responsibility involved," Mills recalls. "But 

he helped us and got his club to sponsor many of 

our costs, and his club eventually became our 

sponsor club." 

From there, district leaders took the group under 

their wing. Past District Governor Antonio Nocetti 

Ruiz got other district officers together to advise 

them on the steps they needed to take to found the 

club and even attended many of the unofficial plan-

ning meetings. 

"We're excited to bring Rotary into the next gen-

eration," says Mills. 

RI News  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in ad-

vance. For this and other enquiries please e-mail club 

secretary David Lilienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

 Happy Hour 

Spot the Rooster 

 

A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbor and says, "Please come 
over here  and help me.  I have a killer jigsaw puzzle, and I can't fig-

ure out how to get started." 

Her neighbor asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's finished?" 

The little silver haired lady says, "According to the picture on the 

box, it's a rooster." 

Her neighbor decides to go over and help with the puzzle. 

She lets him in and shows him where she has the puzzle spread all 

over the table. 

He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, then turns 

to her and says, 

"First of all, no matter what we do, we're not going to be able to as-

semble these pieces into anything resembling a rooster." 

He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to relax. Let's 

have a nice cup of tea, and then," he said with a deep sigh ................ 

 

 

  "Let's put all the Corn Flakes 

back in the box." 

 

 

Sent in by a gentleman who requested to remain anonymous 

 


