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Today’s Program – “ How England promoted a Jewish state over Four 

Centuries”      Speaker:  Jon Immanuel, Author and Journalist 
 
Jon Immanuel was born in London in 1950. He earned a BA at the Hebrew 
University in International Relations (1972) and an MA in Political Economy from 
the University of Toronto (1974) where he also taught for two years. Jon made 
Aliya in 1980. He has covered Israeli and Palestinian politics for the local and 
foreign press from 1980 to 2004. Jon has been associated since 2012 with the Van 
Leer Institute in Jerusalem. 

Impelled by a vain wish to advance the peace process he was frustrated by the 
many times Palestinians demanded to know why Britain “gave” Palestine to the 
Jews.  His  attention was thus drawn to the fortuitous events that occurred in 
England alone which  from the 17th Century disrupted accepted Christian attitudes 
to the idea of Jewish national renewal and forged substantial theological sympathy 
in the English-speaking world for a Jewish state.  The partial results of his research 
appear in his recently published book, “Britain, the Bible, and Balfour -- Mandate 
for a Jewish State 1530-1917” (Lexington 2019), which he will discuss at Rotary 
lunch. 
 
Jon is a past member of Rotary. 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
11 March, 2020, tba 
 
 
 
 



Foundation Greetings: 
 
Nezar Tannous will celebrate his birthday on March 5th 

 
Foundation Thoughts of the Week: 
 
Andre Gide said:  "It is now and in this world that we must live." 
So let's get on with it and support the Foundation with a post election donation! 

 
  

 
 

    The President’s Corner  
 

One cannot pick up a newspaper or turn on a TV without being subjected to the "latest" on the 

Coronavirus.  Who and what to believe? On Sunday, I received an e-mail from AACI, which gave links to the 

following public health websites: 

Israel:  Ministry of Health, The Novel Coronavirus - govextra.gov.il/ministryofhealth/corona/coronavirus-en/ 

U.S.A.:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/Summary.html 

U.K.:   GOV.UK, Coronavirus (COVID-19):  latest information and advice 

www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-cavid19-information-for-the-public 

Canada:  canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus.html 

On behalf of the club, I wish you and yours good health. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                 Robert Hammer          

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Paris Alliance 

Three historical events that happened on the day of our Rotary meeting on 4 March: 

1918 First recorded case of Spanish flu at Funston Army Camp, Kansas; start of worldwide pandemic. The 1918 
influenza pandemic (January 1918 – December 1920; colloquially known as Spanish flu) was an unusually deadly 
influenza pandemic, the first of the two pandemics involving H1N1 influenza virus, with the second being the 
swine flu in 2009.  It infected 500 million people around the world, or about 27% of the then world population of 
between 1.8 and 1.9 billion, including people on isolated Pacific islands and in the Arctic. The death toll is 
estimated to have been 40 million to 50 million, and possibly as high as 100 million, making it one of the deadliest 
epidemics in human history. Historical and epidemiological data are inadequate to identify with certainty the 
pandemic's geographic origin.  

http://govextra.gov.il/ministryofhealth/corona/coronavirus-en/
http://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/Summary.html
http://gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-cavid19-information-for-the-public
http://canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus.html
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1918
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colloquialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Influenza_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Influenza_A_virus_subtype_H1N1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_flu_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arctic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_epidemics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_epidemics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epidemiology


             

 

1945 In the United Kingdom, Princess Elizabeth, later Queen Elizabeth II, joins the British Auxiliary Transport 
Service as a driver. After months of begging her father to let his heir pitch in, Elizabeth—then an 18-year-old 
princess—joined the Women’s Auxiliary Territorial Service during World War II. Known as Second Subaltern 
Elizabeth Windsor, she donned a pair of coveralls and trained in London as a mechanic and military truck driver. 
The queen remains the only female member of the royal family to have entered the armed forces and is the only 
living head of state who served in World War II.                                    

1989 The Louvre Pyramid designed by Chinese-American architect I. M. Pei is inaugurated by French President 
Francois Mitterrand. Opening to the public on 29 March, 1989. The Louvre Pyramid (Pyramide du Louvre) is a 
large glass and metal pyramid, surrounded by three smaller pyramids, in the main courtyard (Cour Napoléon) of 
the Louvre Palace (Palais du Louvre) in Paris. The large pyramid serves as the main entrance to the Louvre 
Museum. Completed in 1989, it has become a landmark of the city of Paris. The pyramid and the underground 
lobby beneath it were created because of a series of problems with the Louvre's original main entrance, which 
could no longer handle the enormous number of visitors on an everyday basis. Visitors entering through the 
pyramid descend into the spacious lobby then ascend into the main Louvre buildings.  

                        

This week we are toasting the Rotary Club of Paris Alliance, chartered in 1992 with now 27 members, located very 
close to the Louvre.  

                                                                                                                                                  Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                               

  Some other news 
 
Concerning last week’s toast I assumed that Brechin, the birth place of Sir Robert Watson-Watt, had no Rotary 
Club. Thus we toasted the RC Forfar, located ‘a few miles down the road’. I was mistaken, as  e-mail from RC 
Forfar and Brechin showed. Herewith the correspondence: 
 
Dear Dieter, 

Thank you very much for your greetings and drinking a toast at your meeting to our Rotary Club of Forfar.   

There is indeed a Rotary Club in Brechin, and I have copied you message and this reply this to their President and 

Secretary (Jon Bergen bbfpastor@gmail.com, David Robinson nosnibor.david@gmail.com). 

We have our own Forfar meeting this evening when we will toast to your Club. 

Thank you again for your message and I extend warm greetings to your Members. 

      Spanish Flu hospital      Princess Elizabeth as a driver        Pyramid at the Louvre, Paris 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1945
https://www.onthisday.com/people/elizabeth-ii
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1989
https://www.onthisday.com/people/i-m-pei
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyramid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palais_du_Louvre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mus%C3%A9e_du_Louvre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mus%C3%A9e_du_Louvre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
mailto:bbfpastor@gmail.com
mailto:nosnibor.david@gmail.com


Yours in Rotary Friendship, 

Doug McFarlan, President, Rotary Club of Forfar 

 

Dear Fellow Rotarian Dieter, 

Yes, we are alive and well in Brechin. We may be a small club here but we are still active after many years. Sorry 

to reply after the fact but felt it was still worth letting you know that Robert Watson-Watt is now immortalized on 

the St. Ninian's Square in the heart of Brechin. https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g1128310-

d14964572-Reviews-Sir_Robert_Alexander_Watson_Watt_Statue-Brechin_Angus_Scotland.html has a picture of 

this. Click for a full view. Glad to know that he is known beyond our wee City for the outstanding work he did and 

the value to this day of his pioneering work. 

 

Brechin is a lovely place and I know someday I will get to see lovely Jerusalem as well. If you ever look likely to 

arrive in Brechin, I will be more than willing to fit you in for a wee chat at our meeting.  

Blessings, 

Rev. Jon Bergen, Brechin Rotary Club, Brechin Baptist Fellowship, Brechin City FC-Chaplain 

 

Some photos from our meeting on 26 February. From left to right: 
Our President Robert Hammer presenting a ‘certificate of honor’ to our member Arye Singer for 50 YEARS  of 
Rotary membership 
Dieter Ziulkowski presenting ‘certificate of thanks’ to our speaker PP Shimon Samuels 
Robert Hammer exchanging banners with Shimon Samuels for Rotary Club Moises Ville, Argentine 
 

                                                                 
 
And finally some words of truth from Geert and Marian: 
 

https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g1128310-d14964572-Reviews-Sir_Robert_Alexander_Watson_Watt_Statue-Brechin_Angus_Scotland.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g1128310-d14964572-Reviews-Sir_Robert_Alexander_Watson_Watt_Statue-Brechin_Angus_Scotland.html


 
 

  One of our projects, past and present 
 
From the Rotary Year 2018 - 2019: 

In development – GG NEGBA for the purpose of supporting underprivileged children and youth in Kiryat 

Menahem schools in Jerusalem.  

Negba's mission is to change the fate of Israeli children aged 6-18 on the geographic and social periphery from 

underprivileged homes by developing their intellectual, social, emotional and cultural capacities to the same 

levels as those born into families with greater opportunities. Besides supporting the children Negba also has joint 

children, parents, teachers, social workers and volunteers meetings. The first Negba school is in Beersheba. 

 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be ordered until 90 minutes 
before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


