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Today’s Program  - "Experiences of Two Dutch Holocaust Survivors" 

 
R/Carry and R/ Louis Polak 
 
R/ Carry Polak was born in Amsterdam in 1942, during the German occupation of Holland. 
She was deported with her family to a German concentration camp. She returned after 
the war to Holland with mother and sister. Carry finished secondary school but due to her 
bad physical condition was not able to go to college. She worked as a beautician for Max 
Factor in a prominent department store.  Married in 1962 with Louis, she.was active in 
Jewish social community activities and presided at B’nai Brith.  Later Carry became 
president of WIZO Amsterdam which she guided with great success for over 10 years, 
being honored with the Rebecca Sieff Award. For a number of years later, she was 
president of Keren Kayemet in Holland. Carry made Aliyah with Louis in 1993, following in 
the footsteps of one of their daughters.  They both joined the Jerusalem Rotary Club in 
2010. 

R/ Louis Polak was born in 1938 in Amsterdam. During the German occupation of Holland, 
he was brought into hiding at several places. So was his mother, at a different place in the 
country. His father was deported and murdered in Poland. After the war, Louis reunited 
with his mother and finished his schooling in Amsterdam. His first job was in the metal 
trading business and then as an independent insurance broker. Louis met Carry in 1960 
and they married in 1962.  They worked for 10 years together. He merged in 1973 with 
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two other brokers. For a couple of years before Carry, Louis was also president of B’nai 
B’rith. Together they raised two daughters and one son, who live respectively in 
Amsterdam, Jerusalem and London. All together they have 10 grandchildren, five of them 
living in Jerusalem 
 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you 
shortly. Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 
Fellowship Greetings  
 
Happy anniversary to Benjamin and Lilian Landau on 10 April. Enjoy your special day. 
 

                                          

                                                                                                    

  The President’s Corner 

 
Hopefully you had a great Pessach and / or Easter holiday. In the coming days we are celebrating Independence 

Day. Life returns slowly back to normal patterns here in Israel. All of us are eagerly waiting for the coalition talks 

for a new government to proceed. Although stalemate is possible and a fifth election unavoidable. Well, life is 

Israel is never boring, that is for sure. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   Dieter Ziulkowski 

 

     International Toast – Rotary Club of Prague International 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 7 April, the day of our meeting: 

1348 Prague University, first university in central Europe, formed by Charles IV. Charles University is the oldest 
and largest university in the Czech Republic. It is one of the oldest universities in Europe in continuous operation. 
Today, the university consists of 17 faculties located in Prague, Hradec Králové and Pilsen. The Charles University 
belongs to top three universities in Central and Eastern Europe. It is ranked around 200-300 in the world. The 
establishment of a medieval university in Prague was inspired by Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV. He asked his 
friend and ally, Pope Clement VI, to do so. On 26 January 1347 the pope issued the bull establishing a university in 
Prague, modeled on the University of Paris, with the full (4) number of faculties, that is including a theological 
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faculty. On 7 April 1348 Charles, the king of Bohemia, gave to the established university privileges and immunities 
from the secular power in a Golden Bull and on 14 January 1349 he repeated that as the King of the Romans. The 
first graduate was promoted in 1359. The lectures were held in the colleges, of which the oldest was named for 
the king the Carolinum, established in 1366. In 1372 the Faculty of Law became an independent university. In 
1402 Jerome of Prague in Oxford copied out the Dialogus and Trialogus of John Wycliffe. The dean of the 
philosophical faculty, Jan Hus, translated Trialogus into the Czech language  

                       

 

 

1969 The Internet's symbolic birth date: publication of RFC 1. A Request for Comments (RFC) is a publication from 
the Internet Society (ISOC) and its associated bodies, most prominently the Internet Engineering Task Force 
(IETF), the principal technical development and standards-setting bodies for the Internet. The RFC system was 
invented by Steve Crocker in 1969 to help record unofficial notes on the development of ARPANET. RFCs have 
since become official documents of Internet specifications, communications protocols, procedures, and events. 
According to Crocker, the documents "shape the Internet's inner workings and have played a significant role in its 
success", but are not well known outside the community. The Internet is the global system of interconnected 
computer networks that uses the Internet protocol suite (TCP/IP) to communicate between networks and 
devices. It is a network of networks that consists of private, public, academic, business, and government 
networks of local to global scope, linked by a broad array of electronic, wireless, and optical networking 
technologies. The Internet carries a vast range of information resources and services, such as the inter-linked 
hypertext documents and applications of the World Wide Web (WWW), electronic mail, telephony, and file 
sharing. The origins of the Internet date back to the development of packet switching and research commissioned 
by the United States Department of Defense in the 1960s to enable time-sharing of computers. The primary 
precursor network, the ARPANET, initially served as a backbone for interconnection of regional academic and 
military networks in the 1970s. The funding of the National Science Foundation Network as a new backbone in 
the 1980s, as well as private funding for other commercial extensions, led to worldwide participation in the 
development of new networking technologies, and the merger of many networks 

1976 Chinese Politburo fires vice-premier Deng Xiaoping. Born into an educated land-owning family in the 
province of Sichuan in the Qing dynasty, Deng studied and worked in France in the 1920s, where he became a 
follower of Marxism–Leninism, and lifelong friends with Zhou Enlai as well as many other future CCP leaders. 
There, he joined the CCP in 1924 while changing between menial jobs, including working at a Schneider factory 
and a Renault plant. In early 1926, Deng travelled to Moscow to study Communist doctrines. Upon returning to 
China in 1927, Deng changed his name to "Deng Xiaoping" at the age of 23 and joined the party organization in 
Shanghai, becoming a political commissar for the Red Army in rural regions. Following Mao's death in September 
1976, Deng outmaneuvered the late chairman's chosen successor Hua Guofeng and became the de facto leader 
of China in December 1978 at the 3rd Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee. Having inherited a country 
beset with extreme poverty, deep social conflict, disenchantment with Communism and institutional disorder 
resulting from the chaotic political movements of the Mao era, Deng started the "Boluan Fanzheng" program, 

    Charles University, Prague        Steve Crocker    Deng Xiaoping 
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reversing most of the Cultural Revolution policies, which brought the country back to order by the early 1980s. 
From 1977 to early 1979, he resumed the National College Entrance Examination program that had been 
interrupted by the Cultural Revolution for ten years, initiated the historic Reform and Opening-up of China 
designated special economic zones including Shenzhen, and started a one-month Sino-Vietnamese War. On 1 
January 1979, the PRC established diplomatic relations with the United States, less than two weeks after Deng 
became the paramount leader. By January 1979, Deng became the first Chinese paramount leader to visit the 
United States. 

Today we are toasting  the Rotary Club of Prague International on the founding of Charles University, a beacon of 
academic life.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski    

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        

  Some other news  
 
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
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Something to chuckle, courtesy of Carry:                                        
 

                                
 
 
A toast by Rotary Club Bundaberg, Queensland, Australia to our RC Jerusalem: 
 
David F was thinking of the Easter story (and chocolates, baked goods, rabbits, chickens and ducks)  and took us 
to District 2490 in Israel. The Rotary Club of Jerusalem was founded on the 22nd of January 1929 and chartered 
by Rotary International on 11 March of the same year. It became the first Rotary club in what was then Palestine. 
The President is Dieter Ziulkowski and the Secretary is Geert Cohen Stuart. Meeting place: The YMCA, King David 
Street 26,(opposite the King David Hotel), Jerusalem. Meeting time: Wednesdays at 13:00 / 1:00 pm. The last 
Wednesday of the month: 19:00 / 7:00 pm. Because of the Coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic, our regular 
meetings are suspended until it will be prudent to resume them. Instead we are now meeting electronically via 
Zoom. Whoever wants to participate this way, can contact us to get the necessary details. Please write via the 
Contact link on this site: www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/contact---links. We are one of 60 Rotary clubs in Israel. 
We are an English-speaking club with members from both the local population and from all corners of the world. 
We are of many diverse opinions, ages and faiths -Jews, Muslims, Christians and Bahá'ís. We live in “interesting 
times” and often get a front row seat, sitting, as we do, in one of the spiritually and politically most significant 
regions of the world 
 
Our thanks to RC Bundaberg. Great, that you were thinking of us. Queensland and Israel, miles apart, in 
geography, in environment and weather, Northern and Southern hemisphere, but united in the spirit of 
Rotary! 
 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


