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Upcoming Programmes 
 

19 August Meeting: 

Eyal Lifshitz 

Research Director, 

Genesis Milk Ltd. 

“Health and Medicinal 

Benefits of Camel Milk” 

 

26 August Meeting: 

Dinner Meeting 

Speaker: Pending 

  

This Week’s Programme 

Chen Cohen  
Campaign Facilitator, Anonymous for Animal Rights 

Assoc. 
 

“Non-Domestic Animal 

Rights in Israel” 
    

Chen Cohen (30) was born and raised in 

Rishon LeZion, Israel. 

He's an activist and this past year he volunteered as a co-

manager of the "Challenge22+" program of Anonymous for Ani-

mal Rights. 

Throughout the years he has lectured in schools as part of Anon-

ymous' education program, and 

organized demonstrations, 

‘meatouts’ and various other 

projects to promote animal 

rights.  

Chen served 4 year in the IDF 

and still serves in reserve duty 

as a lieutenant. 

After completing his military 

service he studied at Ben-

Gurion University of the Negev, 

and has a B.Sc in Computers En-

gineering. 

Today Chen works as a software engineer for NICE Systems. He 

lives in Ra'annana, and just got back from the National Animal 

Rights conference in USA, talking about the Chellange22+ pro-

gram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some of the cruelties against animals which were banned in Israel thanks to 

Anonymous campaigns: Isolation and water deprivation of calves; vivisection 

in schools; force feeding of geese; dehorning and tail docking without anes-

thetics; training and transporting circus animals. (from the Anonymous for Animal 

Rights Israel website) 

9 September Meeting: 

District Governor Emile El-

Asma, District 2490, will 

visit the Jerusalem Rotary 

Club at 13:00.  

 A good turnout is encour-

aged and would be appre-

ciated. 

“Anonymous for Animal Rights” and “Let 
Animals Live” activists demonstration in 
Tel-Aviv, August 2013 (Photo: Activestills) 
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Shira Banki z’’l, Murdered, 

Granddaughter of PDG David and Leah Neumann    
 

Eulogy delivered by P/P David Seligman, 5 August Jerusalem Rotary Club Meeting 
 

SHIRA BANKI z”l 
 

Every day we pick up our newspaper and read of terrible events. This is so usual that we de-

velop a protective shell that allows us to sympathise but does not become a personal pain. 

We scan the pages dreading to find the name of a friend, an acquaintance, a relative, a son 

or daughter, who has suffered a terror attack, or is a casualty in an army action.   However 

every now and again it stops being a news item, there is a name, too close for comfort and 

very personal. 
 

LGBT Gay Pride Parade 

In the LGBT Gay Pride Parade last week many came purely to support a person’s right to live 

their life as they choose. Shira Banki, a bright and cheerful 16 year old, had come to support 

some of her friends. Sadly she was one of the victims of the brutal indiscriminate knife wield-

ing attack of Yishai Schlissel, a Haredi Jew.  The outcome we know. Shira died and was bur-

ied on Kibbutz Nahshon on Monday. 

And why had this become personal and not just a news item?  Shira was the grand-daughter 

of PDG David and Leah Neumann of the Jerusalem West Rotary Club. Our sister club. We 

join them and their family in grieving for this tragic loss. 

Many have commented and media coverage has been intense. Condemnation has come 

from across the spectrum but regrettably there are still some silent voices. 
 

Comment of a Religious Rotarian Friend: 

When we first heard the sad news and were busy informing the Rotarian community, a reli-

gious member of our club circulated this message. 

“How tragic and ironic that this tragedy should befall a Rotarian, a member of an organiza-

tion promoting peace, goodwill, tolerance and understanding amongst mankind...... 

What twisted religious Jewish extremist mind ignores one of his own holy Ten Command-

ments of "Thou shalt not Kill" and perpetrates such an terrible act?  

Why aren't our heads of Yeshivot, the great learning institutes, not condemning this outra-

geous act of murder?  

And how can we have faith in our Police when they allowed this raving lunatic to run ram-

pant without being reigned in, knowing full well he was just released 3 weeks earlier from 

serving a 10 year prison sentence for a similar heinous crime.... 

If we accept the situation and allow it to continue we will not be able to say "our hands did 

not shed this blood".... 

           Continued on Pg.3 
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President Rivlin at the 

Zion Square Demon-

stration in Jerusalem: 

President Rivlin lament-

ed what he called the 

flames of violence, of 

hatred and of false, dis-

torted and twisted be-

liefs that had engulfed 

the country, “flames that 

permit the shedding of 

blood in the name of the 

Torah, in the name of 

the law, in the name of 

morality, in the name of 

love for the land of Isra-

el.” 
 

Arab Village of Duma, Near the Settlement of Migdalim: 

The loss of a child is so painful no matter what the community. In the village of Duma last 

week, in an arson attack in the name of ‘tag’, tit for tat, Ali Saad Dawabshe, an 18 months old 

infant was burnt alive and members of the family, the mother Reham and four year old Ah-

med, were injured. “The criminal perpetrators fled towards the settlement of Ma’aleh Ephra-

im.” Remember Gandhi’s comment on the futility of violence and revenge, “An eye for and 

eye ends with many blind people.” Here we have another shattered innocent family hurt by 

the viciousness of extremism and the obscenity of intolerance. Our sympathy and heartfelt 

condolence to the Dawabshe family.  
 

The Banki Family: 

The Banki family, despite their hurt and intolerable loss, in speaking of Shira said, “Our 

magical Shira was murdered because she was a happy 16 year old – full of life and love – 

who came to express her support for her friends’ right to live as they choose. For no good 

reason and because of evil, stupidity and negligence, the life of our beautiful flower was cut 

short. Bad things happen to good people and a very bad thing happened to our amazing 

girl. Our hope is for less hatred and more tolerance.” 

At the funeral at Nahshon that was attended by thousands, they added, “We have no quarrel 

with people in skull caps.  We know that many honest and emotional prayers were said pub-

lically and privately for Shira’s recovery. Our quarrel is with intolerance and hatred sanctify-

ing one’s ends at the expense of another’s pain.” 
 

The Need for Tolerance: 

In so much comment the word that keeps recurring is ‘tolerance.’   

Tolerance –    סובלנותhow apt that its root in Hebrew should be –   סבלto suffer. 
As we mourn for Shira, and weep with her parents and grandparents, our dear friends and 

fellow Rotarians David and Leah Neumann, we need to think deeply and long of how we can 

help to promote tolerance and understanding in our own community and between communi-

ties. In many of our Rotary activities we do this but it is clear that it is not enough. We need to 

dedicate ourselves to do much more. 
 

In Memoriam: 

Let us stand and remember and honour Shira Banki z”l. May she rest in 

peace.      יהיה זכרה ברוך
MAY HER MEMORY BE BLESSED     

David Seligman  05.08.15 
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Dear Editor, 
 

Attached is a copy of my condolence letter to David 
Neumann.  
 

Dear David and Leah, 

Pamela and I and all Jerusalem Rotarians are with 
you in this sad hour of mourning. We, or our par-
ents, all came to Israel to distance ourselves from 
violence and brutality and to build a state of peace 
and brotherly love.  
 

Your beautiful and warm-hearted granddaughter 
fell victim to a criminal, a "Jew" in name only. He 

and his kind should be expelled from Israel. Maybe 
some totalitarian state would suit their mentality. 
He is certainly the very opposite of “religious”, even 
if he wears a kippah. 
 

If there is a consolation it is the hope that after the 
terrible tragedy that befell your family, the govern-
ment will finally take determined steps to place this 
inhuman, violent and unwanted minority under 
permanent vigilance. 
 

We feel and mourn with you at this tragic time and 
pray that you and your family will find strength and  
 

consolation in your granddaughter’s immense cour-
age. 
 

In friendship, 
Werner and Pamela Loval 

 
 

From Rotary International 
Why Did You Join Rotary? 

This month is Membership and New Club Develop-

ment Month and as a part of Rotary International’s 

efforts to promote membership it has opened a 

Facebook account where Rotarians have been in-

vited to share why the became Rotarians. This is 

the link to the Facebook Timeline:  

https://www.facebook.com/rotary/photos/a.3664434995

51.211988.7268844551/10154114161234552/?type=1&th

eater 

As a sample, here are some of the reasons listed 

there: (Control, Click on the underlined items will take 

you to their Facebook pages) 

Madhumita Bishnu I joined because I wanted 

to continue helping the community and 

make friends nationally and internationally. I'm a 

past Rotaractor and knew Rotary is my only an-

swer to my goal ...Madu Bishnu, International Ser-

vice Chair 

Susan South Jernigan I joined Rotary be-

cause I could look around and see all the 

good they do in our community and around the 

world. 1. Sitting every Monday with leaders in 

our community and having the fellowship of 

men and women that built Augusta in to the 

great community it is would be one reason. 2. 

Teaming up with this group on projects multi-

plies the impact of what I could do on my own 3. 

I love the disciplines of the 4 way test. It helps 

remind me daily to do what's right !!!! Old fash-

ioned Business ethics is what built this great 

country! These are just a few reasons why I love 

Rotary! 

Robyn Hull Arango I joined because I was 

asked. I stay for the opportunity to be part 

of something larger than myself, and to make a 

difference in the world, especially for children. 

Chukwudozie B. Udemgba I joined Rotary 

to impact positively in my community in 

the little way I could. I stayed after the joy and 

satisfaction of seeing these kids rejoicing after 

we gave them Rotary branded exercise books. I 

realised I could do more to bring smile to the 

faces of others 

Bill Donnelly I joined Rotary first to net-

work in the local community and give back. 

Little did I know what would happen when I be-

came a Rotarian - fundraising for great causes, 

the opprotunity to share my Rotary experience 

thru RLI, Gift of Life and a new satellite club. To 

work with great people on a local, distirct and 

international level. The best decision of my life 

was to join Rotary (after marrying my wife Su-

san, of course)! 

John Smarge I joined to network with like 

minded business and professional leaders 

from my community; to develop my business 

and personal skills; to satisfy my own personal 

need to help others in a meaningful manner and 

to be a part of something greater than myself. 

 Club Dues   

2015-16 

Dues 

1000 NIS 

(17 Paid) 

https://www.facebook.com/rotary/photos/a.366443499551.211988.7268844551/10154114161234552/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/rotary/photos/a.366443499551.211988.7268844551/10154114161234552/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/rotary/photos/a.366443499551.211988.7268844551/10154114161234552/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/rotary/photos/a.366443499551.211988.7268844551/10154114161234552/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/madhumita.bishnu.9?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/ssjernigan?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/robyn.hull?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/Chukwudoziem?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/bill.donnelly.92?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/john.smarge.7?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/ssjernigan?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/madhumita.bishnu.9?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/robyn.hull?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/Chukwudoziem?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/bill.donnelly.92?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/john.smarge.7?fref=ufi
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International Toast 

Rotary Club of Singapore 
 

August 9 is the independence day of Singa-

pore. It was an autonomous Crown colony, 

following WWII until it became part of the 

Federation of Malaysia in 1963 marking the 

end of a 144 year period of British rule. 

The union, however, was unstable due to 

distrust and ideological differences be-

tween leaders of the State of Singapore and 

the Federal Government of Malaysia.                                                

In 1965, Malaysian Prime Minister Tunku 

Abdul Rahman decided upon the expulsion 

of Singapore from the Federation, leading 

to the independence and creation of the Re-

public of Singapore on 9 August 1965.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singapore enjoys a thriving economy and 

has specialized in being a world center for 

finance & commerce since the hand over of 

Hong Kong to China. The area of the city-

island is only 647 sq. km with a population 

of 4,150,000  Here we should note that most 

of the inhabitants of Singapore are of Chi-

nese origin & culture  while  Malays and In-

dians are in the minority which explains the  

four official languages : English, Chinese, 

Malayan and Tamil. The island is very high-

ly urbanized and has employed significant 

land reclamation .  

 

We will toast the Rotary Club of Singapore 

which has about 140 members!  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On June 6 1930, 75 leading members of the 

community representing 20 different na-

tionalities met at Raffles Hotel to inaugurate 

the first Rotary Club in Singapore.  

Women were finally admitted to the ranks  

in 1998/99.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Singapore Rotary Club claims to be the 

most cosmopolitan in the world, fostering 

the Singapore tradition of a multi-racial 

community living in peace and harmony.  

 

The Singapore Club came into being 

through the efforts of Lim Bock Kee and the 

founding President, Sir Roland 

Braddell. Similar to the founding vision 

which animated our own James W. Davidson 

to assist in the founding of the Rotary Clubs 

of Athens, Cairo and Jerusalem, Rotary in 

Singapore soon expanded with the estab-

lishment of the Rotary Clubs of Singapore 

West in 1960,and Singapore East in 1965.  
 

The three Singapore Clubs are part of Dis-

trict 3310 which comprises Singapore, Jo-

hore, Malacca, Sabah, Sarawak, Labuan, 

and Brunei. 

The Club meets every Wednesday at 12:30 

at the  

Tanglin 

Club.                        

   

                                                             

Shlomo K. 

 

President Shahul Hameed 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crown_colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Malaysia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunku_Abdul_Rahman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunku_Abdul_Rahman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Republic_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Republic_of_Singapore
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 
Not So Happy Hour    

                                                                                                                                              
“These are the times which try men’s souls.” -Thomas Paine 

 

“Sorrow makes us all children again - destroys all differences of intellect. The wisest 
know nothing  
- Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
“There are times when there are too few words left to heal us, when what we wish for 

is to be carried, when all we have left is the hope that tomorrow will be a more gentle 

place to land than today.”  

- Author Unknown 
 
“The ideals which have lighted my way, and time after time have given me new cour-
age to face life cheerfully, have been kindness, beauty, and truth.” 
- Albert Einstein 
 
“We gain strength, and courage, and confidence by each experience in which we really 
stop to look fear in the face…we must do that which we think we cannot.” 
- Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
“Give sorrow words; the grief that does not speak whispers the o'er-fraught heart and 
bids it break.” 
- Shakespeare 
 
“Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt, kindness causes 
misunderstanding, mistrust and hostility to evaporate.” 
- Albert Schweitzer 
 
 
“I believe the unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality.” 
- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
          Compiled by Kern W. 


