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    This Week’s ProgrammeThis Week’s ProgrammeThis Week’s ProgrammeThis Week’s Programme    

“Reflections – Forward to the Past”  
 

P/P Alexandra (Sandi) Darmon reflects on some of the historical events of her life. 

Sandi joined the Jerusalem Rotary Club in 1996, has served twice as club Presi-

dent, is our current Treasurer and has contributed 

to many club and district committees on which 

she has served with distinction. Sandi grew up in 

Chicago, attended the Chicago Jewish Academy 

High School and graduated with a degree in Polit-

ical Science from the University of Illinois.        She 

is an alumnus of the Youth Leaders Institute of the 

Jewish Agency where she met her husband, Ilan, 

with whom she has had three children.  She and 

Ilan lived in Paris for a number of years during 

which time Sandi insists that she was never a high kicking dancer at the Folies Ber-

gere!     She is now a youthful doting Granny with three grandchildren. 

 ********************************************************************************* 

JOHANNA SOLOMON Rotary Scholar 

Johanna has had years of experience in inter-group and media�on work, and training in Nego-

�a�ons at UCI’s law school. She created a course that she taught at San Diego State University 

on Alterna�ve Dispute Resolu�on Class in the ISCOR Program during Spring of 2013. While 

invited to teach the course independently twice during the 2013-2014 year, she was offered 

the opportunity to work at the University of Tel Aviv. In the fall she will be teaching 3 cours-

es at San Diego State University and UC Irvine in Alternative Dispute Resolution, as 

well as the possibility of teaching in Haifa next summer on Peace Psychology. She 

has been awarded the IGCC (UC Institute on Global Conflict and Cooperation) Dis-

sertation Support Award, to help her complete her graduate studies.            Cur-

rently she is studying the role of gender and power in dialogue or encounter pro-

grams. In her dissertation she examines whether individuals’ beliefs about such 

programs affects their willingness to join them. Does being male or female, Jewish 

Israeli or Arab Israeli, hawk or dove, impact on how one views encounter pro-

grams and ones agreement to participate?  

********************************************************************************* 

From the Relief Editor’s Desk 

These are difficult weeks as we watch the events in Gaza unfold. The pundits apportion 

blame, pontificate on solutions in the safety of the television studios while reporters in the 

dangerous field describe what they see and we are left to draw our own conclusions from 

the barrage that assails us. We need to add our voices, loudly and clearly, to the call for 

tolerance and understanding, for the right to live in peace and security and to avoid the 

blight of violence that too frequently afflicts human society.  Peace.  Shalom.  Salaam. 

David S  

******************************************************************************* 

Lunch meeting: Wednesday, 06 August 2014 at 13.00 at the Jerusalem International YMCA ♣ 

Club OfficersClub OfficersClub OfficersClub Officers    
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past President:  

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Board Members 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex officio) 

Upcoming ProgrammeUpcoming ProgrammeUpcoming ProgrammeUpcoming Programme    
August 13: 

Dr. Stephen Pfann, Presi-

dent, University of the Holy 

Land : “Recent Discoveries 
in Archeology”  

August 20 

Dr. Richard Hardiman, Ag-

ronomic Specialist: 

“China—Economic Miracle 

or Environmental Disas-

ter?” 

 Future EventsFuture EventsFuture EventsFuture Events 
August 15 

Vocational Ave. of Service 

meeting now postponed. 

August 27 

Board Elections for ‘15-’16 

September 1:  

DG Mali Levi’s visit to the 

Jerusalem West Club 
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Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

This is just to let you know that our trip home went 

very well. 

Once again, Barbara and I would like to thank you 

very much for your friendship. When we arrived 

three years ago, you really supported our absorption 

in Jerusalem’s diverse and fascinating society. During 

the next couple of weeks, I will visit my old Club as a 

guest from Jerusalem, which is why I ask you to count 

me as your member for the time being. 

Each of you is very welcome to come and visit Barba-

ra and me. We are aware that Israelis are obsessed 

with Berlin, but the Rhineland is not bad either. To-

gether with adjacent areas it forms a cultural and in-

dustrial powerhouse. In the West, it neighbours on 

the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.  

As promised, our new coordinates follow: 
 

Michael & Barbara Mertes 

Oberer Girzenweg 7 

D-53343 Wachtberg 

Germany 
 

Tel: +49-228-326001 

Mob: +49-170-475 7508 

Michael: m.o.j.mertes@t-online.de 

Barbara: Barbara.RembserMertes@googlemail.com 
 

We do hope to see you again soon. We’ll probably 

meet P/P Nikolaus Kircher shortly, an we will convey 

your regards to him. 
 

Warm regards. 

Barbara & Michael 

 

********************************************* 

 

The Rotary Club of The City & Shoreditch, London, 

UK proposed an interna�onal toast to your club at 

today's luncheon. (30.07.14) 

 

We are concerned about the an�-semi�sm appearing in 

UK and con�nental Europe which in our opinion is not 

directly connected to the Gaza conflict.  

We believe that a strong stance against this a!tude is 

necessary, and hope that it will be successful. 

 

You and your members are invited to visit our club when-

ever they are in London. 

 

Yours in Rotary, 

 

Roger Wolf 

Past President 

            FarewellFarewellFarewellFarewell 

 
Dear Barbara & Michael 

 

I have been asked by our President to say some words of farewell! 
 

Here I am, for once short of words! How do I bid farewell to a Rotar-
ian who has become a personal friend to me and to many of us in 
the Jerusalem Rotary Club? 
 

Michael you made a substantial contribution to the life of our club. 
Your elaborate, informative and very colourful international toasts 
are now a challenge to your successor, Mike Rand, who has a for-
midable act to follow. 
 

Barbara, your refreshing smile and joie de vivre has enlivened 
many of our club meetings and now it is the turn of the Bonn Sud 
Bad Gotesberg Rotary club to enjoy your presence 
 

Dear Barbara and Michael, you have established deep and endur-
ing roots in our eternal city, Jerusalem, and also in the hearts of 
everyone of us 

 

i will end by saying, not adieu but au revoir— Auf Wiedersehen! 

  

 

It is not farewell but a “see you soon!!” 
 

On behalf of all the club I wish you well and a safe and happy return 
to your family. 
 

 להתראות חברים יקרים
 

ShlomoShlomoShlomoShlomo    

(P/P Shlomo Khayat) 
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    International ToastInternational ToastInternational ToastInternational Toast    

                    
On Monday, August 6, 1945, at 8:15 a.m., the nuclear 

bomb "Little Boy" was dropped on Hiroshima by an Amer-

ican B-29 bomber, the Enola Gay,  immediately killing an 

estimated 80,000 people.    By the end of the year, injury 

and radiation brought total casualties to 140, 000.   The 

population before the bombing was between 340, 000 to 

350,000  Following the atomic bomb in 1945, the popula-

tion dropped to 137,197.  Approximately 69% of the city's 

buildings were completely destroyed and 7% were severely 

damaged.. Every year on August 6 Hiroshima holds a me-

morial ceremony in Peace Memorial Park. 

Hiroshima was rebuilt after WWII, with help from the na-

tional government.  It provided financial assistance for 

reconstruction, along with donated land previously owned 

by the national government and used for military purposes. 

By 1958 Hiroshima’s population reached 410,000; finally 

exceeding what it was before the war.  Today, it is a major 

urnab centre, home to about 1.12 million people.   

Hiroshima was founded on the river delta coastline of the 

Seto Inland Sea in 1589 by a powerful warlord, Mōri Teru-

moto, who made it his capital.   Hiroshima Castle was 

built, and in 1593 Terumoto moved in.   

Hiroshima became a major urban center as the Japanese 

economy shifted from primarily rural to urban industries.  

During the 1870s, one of the seven government-sponsored 

English language schools was established in the city.   

Ujina Harbor was constructed in the 1880s, allowing Hiro-

shima to become an important port city 
The Sanyo Railway was extended to Hiroshima in 1894, 

and a rail line from the main station to the harbor was con-

structed for military transportation during the First Sino-

Japanese War.    

Further industrialization was stimulated during the Russo-

Japanese War in 1904, which required development and 

production of military supplies.   

During World War I, Hiroshima became a focal point of 

military activity, as the Japanese government entered the 

war on the Allied side.  About 500 German prisoners of 

war were held in Ninoshima Island in Hiroshima Bay.  The 

growth of Hiroshima as a city continued after the First 

World War.  The city then attracted the attention of the 

Catholic Church, and on May 4, 1923, an Apostolic Vicar 

was appointed for the city.  The city also had large depots 

of military supplies and was a key center for shipping.   

 

The oleander is the official flower of the city of Hiroshima 

as it was the first to bloom after the nuclear bomb fell. 

 

 
Atomic Bomb Dome  and today’s Hiroshima 

In 1949, a design was selected for the Hiroshima Peace 

Memorial Park.  Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial Promo-

tion Hall, the closest surviving building to the location of 

the bomb's detonation, was designated the Genbaku Dome 

or "Atomic Dome", a part of the Hiroshima Peace Memori-

al Park.    

Hiroshima was proclaimed a City of Peace by the Japanese 

Parliament in 1949.   As a result, the city of Hiroshima 

received more international attention as a desirable loca-

tion for holding international conferences on peace as well 

as social issues.   The city government continues to advo-

cate the abolition of all nuclear weapons.  

  

With 80-90 members the Rotary Club of Hiroshima West, 

one of the most active clubs in the area, is celebrating its 

44th anniversary in 2014.  The club is in District 2710 and 

meets on Thursdays at the ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel in 

Hiroshima.   Their email address is hwrc@godorc.gp.jp. 

 
An interesting anecdote about the club regards Paul P. Har-

ris who with his wife Jean stopped in Japan on February 9, 

1935 on their way to Manila where the 5th Pacific Region-

al Conference of RI would take place.   He planted a 

“Laurel of Friendship” tree in Tokyo but that tree has since 

died. Cuttings had been taken and replanted all over Japan.   

Only eight of those second generation trees survive but 

cuttings have been taken from them and one of the third 

generation trees was planted at the ANA Crowne Plaza 

Hotel Hiroshima .   That tree, that the club is proud to 

have, is a direct descendant of the “Laurels of Friendship” 

tree planted by Paul Harris. 

 

Please raise your glasses in a toast to The Rotary Club of 

Hiroshima West. 

 

Mike R. 

HIROSHIMA 

WEST ROTARY 

CLUB 
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Jerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary Club    

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 25. For Kosher meals please book in ad-

vance. For this and other enquiries please e-mail club 

secretary David Lilienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

Project Report 

ROTARY PROJECT GHANA 

Combining the success of Herzog Hospital’s pro-

gram to train Ethiopian immi-

grants and its international vide-

oconferencing experience in 

public health, the hospital has ini-

tiated a program to train medical 

staff at a hospital in Ghana. This 

video-conference training pro-

gram is supported by the Rotary 

Club of Windsor, Ontario, Canada 

and the Rotary Club of Jerusalem. 

Coordinated by Herzog’s Depart-

ment of Nursing, Herzog nurses 

provide the ‘live’ lectures via vid-

eoconference to enhance patient care to the staff 

at the rural St. Joseph’s Hospital in Jirapa in the 

Upper West Region of Ghana.          Godfrey 

Bacheyie, a Ghana-born Canadian Rotary leader 

and physician, noted with appreciation, “This 

distance learning project will broaden the 

knowledge base of the staff at St. Joseph’s and 

help improve the health care of the residents of 

the region.”     Examples of courses taught to 

date are how to prevent infectious diseases and 

treatment of hypertension and diabetes. The vid-

eo-conferences are conducted from the Lily Sil-

ver Education Centre at Herzog. 

[‘We are planning a closing ceremony for the last lecture in 

August where the Israeli Ambassador and Rotary officials will 

a*end.’ Dr. Dennis Addo, Project Coordinator, Ghana.]  

∗ From the ‘Sarah Herzog Hospital Newsletter’  

Editor’s note: Creating a Video-conferencing Hub at the 
Herzog Hospital was a Matching Grant Project of the JRClub 

a couple of years ago.  Besides the training aspect de-

scribed above it is also used internationally for medical con-

ferencing, diagnostic discussions and sharing research find-

ings. 

Elections 2014-2015 

Elections for the club Board 2014-15 will take 

place on 26 August.  Ballot forms will be distrib-

uted electronically and in hard copy. 

*************************************** 

                Yearnings  

 

‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall 

prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy 

walls and prosperity within thy palaces.’        
Psalm 122 

‘Peace be to this house.’       Luke 10 

‘An eye for an eye only ends up making the 

whole world blind.’      Mahatma Ghandi 

‘Ring out the thousand wars of old,          

Ring in the thousand years of peace.          
Alfred Lord Tennyson, ‘In Memoriam’ 

 

‘ 

 

‘The world endures on three things — Jus-

tice, Truth and Peace. As it is said, “Truth 

and the verdict of peace are you to adjuci-

cate in your gates.”     Shimon ben Gamliel, 
Ethics of the Fathers 


