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 This Week’s Programme 

Dan Gerstenfeld, 

 Interteam Content Services, Ltd.: 

The Challenge of Web Marketing 
 

Dan Gerstenfeld is an online PR and Web   

marketing expert. He was born in Paris to 

Dutch parents (1966). He studied International 

Relations at the Hebrew University for his BA  

and then at the University of Amsterdam for 

his MA.  

He is the founder of Interteam Content Ser-

vices, which specializes in providing digital 

marketing services to B2B companies helping 

them to build the company’s online presence, create engagement 

vehicles and communication channels to enhance the marketing 

penetration process and attract quality leads. 

Dan is a veteran journalist, who served as the business editor and 

financial reporter at a number of leading Israeli newspapers and 

international newswires. With more than 14 years of experience in 

Journalism Dan was, among others, the Business Editor of The Jeru-

salem Post, Israeli Daily and Makor Rishon. He has also served as 

financial reporter and editor for Globes, Telegraph Financial Daily 

and Reuters.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch meeting, Jerusalem YMCA,  

Wednesday 6 December at 13:00   

 

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ David Lilienthal 

Acting Secretary:  

R/ Robert Hammer 

Treasurer: 

R/ Robert Hammer 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:  

P/P Dan Shanit 

President Elect: 

P/P David Seligman 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 

P/P Yaron Amitai 

P/P Don Edelstein 

P/P Richard Fain 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

PDG Irene Lewitt  

R/ Perry Roded 

R/ Uri Savir 

Upcoming Programme 
December 13: 

Hanukka – 1st Candle 

Dov Meisel, Vice-

President for Operations, 

United Hatzalah of Israel: 

“A Saving Light to the Na-

tions” 

December 20: 

Hanukka – 8th Candle 

Pending 

Upcoming Events 
December 15: 

Interfaith Understanding 

Convention 

January 5: 

Semi-Annual District Con-

ference, Or Akiva 
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  You Are (Not) Here 

Sinterklaas is Coming! 

Sinterklaas is a legendary figure based on 

Saint Nicholas, patron saint of children. He is 

the primary source of the popular Christmas 

icon of Santa Claus.  

In the Netherlands, the feast 

of Sinterklaas celebrates the 

name day of Saint Nicholas 

on 6 December. The feast is 

celebrated annually with the 

giving of gifts on St. Nicho-

las' Eve (5 December) or on the morning of 6 

December, St. Nicholas Day.  

Sinterklaas is assisted by many mischievous 

helpers with black faces and colourful Moor-

ish dresses. These companions are called 

Zwarte Piet ("Black Peter”), a the tradition 

dates back as far as the early 19th Century. 

Zwarte Piet's colourful dress is based on 

16th-century noble attire, with a ruff (lace 

collar) and a feathered cap. He is typically 

depicted carrying a bag which contains   

candy for the children. The Zwarte Pieten 

toss their candy around, a tradition suppos-

edly originating in the story of Saint Nicholas 

saving three young girls from prostitution by 

tossing golden coins through their window at 

night to pay their dowries. 

Traditionally Zwarte Piet's face is said to be 

black because he is a Moor from Spain,     

arriving in 

the Neth-

erlands on 

a boat 

(see pho-

to). Some 

prefer to 

say that 

his face is 

blackened 

with soot because he has to climb through 

chimneys to deliver gifts for Sinterklaas.  

In recent years, there has been protests in 

the Netherlands, claiming that the tradition is 

tainted by racism.  

Wikipedia & Internet  

Semi-Annual District Conference 
 

 January 5, 2018 

 

The semi-annual Rotary Conference will take place on January 5, 2018 in Or Akiva.  

Invitations and conference program will be distributed soon. We hope that the conference will be as   

successful as the conferences held until now. 

Please reserve your time and ensure your place in the conference by registering early with the Gover-

nor's assistants. 

As always, the number of places is limited. “First come, first served”. 

P/David Lilienthal 

 Santa Claus is Coming,  

 It’s Almost Day 

Chicken crows at midnight, it’s almost day… 

Santa Claus is coming… 

Time to chop the tree down… 

Time to wrap the presents… 

Time to bake the cookies… 

Sugar cakes and candy… 
 

Watch: www.youtube.com/watch?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFxGE7jSQz4
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  To Be or Not To Be 

On Club Renewal 

Dear members of the Jerusalem Rotary Club, 

Further to my recent conversations with Ruth,  

David Seligman and David Lilienthal, I would like to 

propose that instead of convening a meeting, (as 

suggested by Ruth), we proceed immediately to 

taking steps to reinvigorate, expand and save the 

Club! The kind of abstract “renewal” suggested by 

our friend from the Beer Sheva Club is an exercise 

in futility!  Likewise, the trip to Modi’in may have 

been a pleasant meeting but will lead nowhere.  

1) Program Committee 

We have lost at least half our membership for one   

important reason: lack of good and interesting     

speakers.  

If we go over our list of past speakers, our present   

situation becomes understandable. We cannot 

expect our members to come to the "Y" (for some 

of them it's a 30-40 minute trip each way) to listen 

to "soap box speakers", members talking about 

their vacations!    Did members join the Jerusalem 

Rotary Club to hear such subjects as: 

 "The crisis in the Ethiopian Community" 

 "Helping Bereaved Parents" 

 “Neuro Psychiatric Disorders" 

 "The Terror Crescent in Africa" 

 "The Armenian Tragedy in 1915" 

 or a 95 year old US Army veteran 

reminiscing about WWII (it wasn't even a lec-

ture!), etc. etc.  

Available Interesting Speakers (and Subjects): 

Instead of the above, our Club is in the fortunate 

position of being able to invite top speakers such 

as: 

 Yaakov Katz, editor of  the Jerusalem Post 

 Herb Keinon, foreign affairs correspondent for 

the Jerusalem Post, who spoke to 

our Club several times to an over-

flowing audience  

 MK Yair Lapid 

 Gil Hoffman 

 Amotz Asael, also from the Jerusalem Post, on 

such topics as: 

 "The Netanyahu Government" 

 "Are we becoming a Banana Republic?" 

 "Israel's Foreign Policy - Today and Tomorrow" 

 "Progress towards a Peaceful Middle East" 

 "Donald Trump and His Latest Policies"  

 "The Results of the German, French and Austrian 

Elections" etc etc. 

Our members' special interests were shown again 

when former Defence Minister Moshe Arens ad-

dressed the Club on February 3, 2016. The hall was 

full and we had to bring in additional chairs! 

Likewise when Dr. Susan Hattis Role (former   

Knesset correspondent and contributing writer for 

the Jerusalem Post) spoke, the hall was full.  

 Suggested Speakers for 2017-2018: 

 Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat 

 Professor Shlomo Avineri, 

Hebrew University (former 

Director General of the     

Foreign Ministry) 

 Avi Pazner, Former Ambassa-

dor to France and Director General of Keren 

Hayesod, who can speak about the recent 

French elections 

 Ambassadors of: US, UK, Canada, Australia,       

Germany, China, Egypt, Jordan.  

All of these speakers are well known and recog-

nized as distinguished personalities. In the more 

distant past, when our Club had a membership of 

80 (!), we had speakers of the    calibre of Ezer 

Weizman, Arik Sharon, Yigal Yadin etc. 

In addition, Re-establish Program Committee:   

One immediate step to be taken is to re-establish a 

five member Program Committee headed by Art. 

The last time our Club had a Program Committee 

was in 2015-2016!! 

2) Our Relations with the “Jerusalem Post” 

For as long as I can remember, all the editors of 

the "Jerusalem Post", since Ted Lurie, were mem-

bers of our club. In addition, every Wednesday, 

the "Jerusalem Post" carried a notice (free of 

charge) on page 2 announcing the week's speaker 

at the Rotary Club, plus time and place.                                  
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This helped to remind our members and to notify 

visiting Rotarians. It also attracted new members. 

I suggest that a small committee, headed by         

P/ David Lilienthal meet with Yaakov Katz, the cur-

rent Editor, to offer him honorary membership; to 

invite him to give a talk; and to request that the 

J.P. resumes its former custom of publishing the 

name and subject of our weekly speaker. A re-

minder for our present members and a way to 

attract new members. 

3) Our Festive Changeover Dinners 

These were always the high point of the year. They 

attracted VIPs, members, guests and fellow        

Rotarians from Israel and abroad. The dinners 

were usually held in the garden of Bet Shmuel     

(or similar locations), always with cocktails, music, 

dancing, artistic performances, an interesting, 

prestigious key-note speaker plus a good dinner 

with wine. We averaged about sixty to seventy 

people and the event also attracted potential new 

members. 

During the last three years we shot ourselves in 

the foot by downgrading the location (YMCA) and 

the program. As a result, participants became   

fewer, interest in our Club diminished and the 

event became no more festive than our weekly 

lunches!  

Therefore I was delighted when President Elect 

David Lilienthal informed me last May, that this 

year’s Changeover Dinner would be held at "Beit 

Belgia" on the Hebrew University Campus. A cen-

tral location, easy parking, good food and above all 

a prestigious place for celebrations. Several    

members and non-members were equally delight-

ed to get away from the atmosphere of the YMCA 

to the pleasant surroundings of the Hebrew      

University campus. Pamela and I were ready to 

postpone our long-planned trip to England and I 

noticed similar enthusiasm from other members;  

a new location, a new beginning. 

Unexpectedly President Elect David L informed me 

with regret, some time later, that the Board had 

decided to scuttle the idea and return to the "Y". 

Reason: the price! 

Instead of enthusiastically starting a new period 

with a new President and new horizons, we had to 

go back to our declining membership with this sad, 

depressing news! Instead of "renewal" we decided 

on continuing the downhill route and lost more 

members!  

Undoubtedly we could have found a way to subsi-

dize the cost of Bet Belgia. Had we known, several 

of us members would have been prepared to help 

in providing the necessary amount in order to 

keep the dinner-price at around 150 Shekels. 

Where was our spirit of "renewal"? 

4) Loss of Members 

The list of members leaving or having left the Club 

should by no means be regarded as final. In my 

opinion, several of them can be persuaded to    

rejoin, especially if they hear about the changes 

proposed in the new year's programs.  

5) Evening Meetings 

Ever since its foundation, the Jerusalem Rotary 

Club has been a luncheon Club. All of us had other 

plans for the evenings. The evening meetings 

(during the summer months only) were initiated 

by P/P Nicholas Kircher who put at our disposal 

the garden of his school in East Jerusalem for bar-

becues. When these stopped, we should have 

gone back to lunch meetings only and certainly 

should do so now.  

Yours in Rotary, 

P/P Werner Loval 

 

 

The Debate Goes On! 

The debate will no doubt continue unabated 

for some time. Members are encouraged to 

send their uncensored thoughts on the sub-

ject to the editor : yaron.amitai@gmail.com. 
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  Happy Hour 

A Belated Look at Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributed by            

Yaron A.   
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each 

month at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. 

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in 

advance. For this and other inquiries, go to our web-

site www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org and 

click on the Contact/Links tab":  

rawdav@gmail.com. 

”year! lastWe gave them corn ” 

”Let’s keep it small - just the Pilgrims, the Indians, 

and the Rosenthals” 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org

