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 This Week’s Programme  

Tony Kolankiewicz 

"Exciting Episodes from  a 

U.S. Foreign Service  Career"  

Having been introduced in last week’s bulletin as the newest member of 

the Jerusalem Rotary Club, this week the club will hear some of the ex-

ploits of this career diplomat and foreign service officer, well, at least 

those that can be told.  

Tony, who was born in Philadelphia earned Bachelor of Science degrees 

in Business Management and another in Government and Politics from 

the University of Maryland and went on to earn a Masters of International 

Affairs, with emphasis on East Central Europe  from Columbia Universi-

ty.  As we learned last week, he is married to Mihaela-Carmen Fecioru 

and they have two children, Sharon and Allison.  

His ten years of military service saw overseas duty in  Turkey, Japan, and 

South Korea . His specialty has been in po-

litical and security issues and his subse-

quent State Department assignments have 

included, among others: Country Officer 

for Laos and Cambodia, Foreign and Secu-

rity Policy Chief in Warsaw, Deputy Politi-

cal Advisor, to the US Mission at NATO, 

Deputy Head of Mission in Brunei, Political 

Officer in Bucharest, Economic and Politi-

cal Officer in Singapore, and Consular Of-

ficer in Manila. 

He is currently a consultant to the US Consulate in Jerusalem where his 

wife also serves.  

He has acquired, along the way, working knowledge of Romanian, Rus-

sian, and Polish while having an additional basic knowledge of French 

and German. 

He has, additionally, compiled a long-standing Rotary history as well, 

having been a member of Rotary clubs in Bucharest; Bandar Seri 

Begawan, Brunei; Springfield, Virginia; Brussels; Arlington, Virginia; 

Moscow; and Warsaw.     Kern W. 

Lunch meeting at the Jerusalem YMCA on  

Wednesday, 3 June at 13:00  

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
10 June: Award Ceremo-

ny of the Jerusalem Rota-

ry Foundation  

Awarding of scholarships. 

Jerusalem YMCA auditori-

um 

17 June: Pending 

24 June: Amb. Ram Avi-

ram  

“Israeli-Greek Rela-

tions” (luncheon Meet-

ing) 

 Future Events 
6-9 June: 

RI annual convention, Sao 

Paolo, Brazil 

2 July: Jerusalem Rotary 
Club Changeover Dinner. 

(A Thursday evening ) 

On the YMCA Patio 
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 Rotary International 

New Rotary Theme Announced by 

Incoming international President 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary International President-elect K.R. "Ravi" 

Ravindran, speaking to incoming District Governors 

at the annual five-day training meeting in San Diego, 

California, encouraged them and the international 

Rotary community to use their talents, expertise and 

leadership to be gifts to the world in this upcoming 

2015-16 Rotary year. 

 

 

 

 

 

"All of you have been given so many gifts. And you 

have now been given this great gift: one year to take 

all your talents, all your gifts, everything that you 

are and can become -- and Be a Gift to the World," 

said Ravindran, as he revealed his presidential 

theme. 

Ravindran, a member of the Rotary Club of Colom-

bo, Sri Lanka, used Rotary's successes in the fight to 

eradicate the disease as an illustration of the impact 

Rotary members can have in the world. When Rota-

ry set a goal of eradicating polio 25 years ago, it was 

endemic in 125 countries, and more than 1,000 chil-

dren were becoming paralyzed each day. Today, po-

lio remains endemic in just three countries, Afghani-

stan, Nigeria, and Pakistan. And in all of 2014, only 

333 cases were reported. "We will battle on. We will 

prevail," he said. 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the occasion of the independence of Montene-

gro from Serbia on June 3 ,2006 , we toast the club 

of Podgorica in District 2483 which meets Wednes-

days at 4:00 pm at the Hotel Best Western Premier 

Podgorica.  

 

The status of the union between Montenegro and 

Serbia was decided by a referendum on Montene-

grin independence on 21 May 2006. A total of 

419,240 votes were cast, representing 86.5% of 

the total electorate. 230,661 votes (55.5%) were 

for independence and 185,002 votes (44.5%) were 

against.[22] The 45,659 difference narrowly sur-

passed the 55% threshold needed to validate the 

referendum under the rules set by the European 

Union. According to the electoral commission, the  

 

55% threshold was passed by only 2,300 votes.  

Serbia, the member-states of the European Union,  

and the permanent members of the United Nations 

Security Council all recognized Montenegro's in-

dependence. 

 

             International Toast 

      Podgarica, Montenegro 

Podgorica, Montenegro 

Best Western Premiere 

Podgorica Hotel 

By Kern W, Wikipedia,  

Toast chosen by Shlomo K. 

www.rotary.org 

Standing in for the editor, this week, Kern W. (This is a trial run for the upcoming year. As I at-

tempt to fill big editorial shoes in the coming Rotary Year, all positive input will be greatly appreciated.) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegrin_independence_referendum,_2006
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegrin_independence_referendum,_2006
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegro#cite_note-22
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_recognition
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 Greetings from the Seychelles Rotary 
Club of Coco deMer 

An Attendance Make-Up in Paradise 

I feel compelled to report that although I was 

not present for our Club’s weekly meeting on  

May 6 , I have an excuse and a make-up for that 

week’s meeting (my other misses I have no ex-

cuse for, other than a busy work schedule). 
 

On Thursday, May 7, Barbara and I had the 

great pleasure to attend the weekly meeting of 

the Coco de Mer Rotary Club in Victoria on the 

Island of Mahé in the Seychelles Islands.  
 

After being married for 40 years and without 

benefit of a honeymoon, it was time for us to ap-

propriately celebrate a milestone in our rela-

tionship, so with the benefit of some frequent 

flier miles we set off on a honeymoon/

anniversary trip to Barbara’s dream destination.  
 

25 years ago one of Barbara’s best friends told 

her of the holiday she spent in the Seychelles 

which she said was the best holiday she had ev-

er had. Since that day, there has been only one  

place she has ever wanted to visit. This desire 

was further fortified by another friend, a Sey-

chellois, giving her a photo of  Beau Vallon 

Beach which sat on her desk  beckoning her for 

15 years. Our 20th, 25th, 30th and 35th anniver-

saries went by with every possible conflict from 

family emergencies, to deaths, and work de-

mands. It was abundantly apparent that it was 

now or never. The Seychelles was where we 

would go for the 40th anniversary or quite pos-

sibly there would never be a 41st. 

 

Our 7 days there were spent enjoying post card 

worthy scenes around every corner, meeting 

Aldebaran Island Tortoises (bigger than Gala-

pagos Island Tortoises), snorkeling in crystal-

clear waters and enjoying “island time”. 

But I digress: There are two Rotary Clubs in the 

Seychelles, the Victoria Club which meets on 

Tuesdays at noon at the Golden Plate Restaurant 

and the Rotary Club of Victoria, Coco de Mer. 

Club which meets Thursday afternoons at the Pe-

trolina Restaurant. Coco de Mer President, Dinaz 

Van der Lans, was away on district Rotary busi-

ness, so Past President and Founding President, 

Michal Remacle, was the wielder of the gavel. 

Nearly the entire membership of 20 was present 

and the Jerusalem Rotary Club was included in 

their traditional weekly toast. It was refreshing to 

hear that they have similar successes and chal-

lenges to those our club has experienced. The 

Club’s flagship fund raising project has been a 

very successful Easter raffle which has included, 

among other serious prizes, a car . The club 

strives to: “To assist the less fortunate in their 

communities and in particular those unfortunate 

victims of substance abuse with rehabilitation and 

reintegration into society through counseling and 

education.”  

Just a note if you are not familiar with the Coco de 

Mer palm tree and its most unusual seed: the Co-

co de Mer palm is only found in the Seychelles, 

most prominently on the is-

land of  Praslin and is the larg-

est seed in the world weigh-

ing as much as 30 kg. It is fur-

ther noted for it uncanny re-

semblance to female anato-

my.           Kern W.   

Coco de Mer Past President ,Michael Remacle, exchanging    

banners with P/P Wisman 



  

4 

Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

  
 

A Few Pet-Related Thoughts: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Dog’s Dream 

A friend of mine posted the above picture 

recently with the caption, “I chose the girl 

on the right” to which I responded: 

"Your choice was purr-fect."  

Another friend chimed in to say 

"I restrained myself. No pussy jokes." 

 To which I replied: 

"I agree! That would be a Cat-tastrophe!"  

a third person’s contribution was: 

"I am impressed! Keep going and you might 

all be cat-tapulted to fame!"  

The first contributor then tried to end the 

conversation saying:  

“We had enough of this cat-tegory of hu-

mor! 

Not being able to resist a final remark ,I 

agreed it was time to end now that we had 

all been put into a Cat-atonic state. 

Unusual Pun-ishment 

Submitted by 

Kern W. 


