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Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Yaron Amitai 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Eli Kenner 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Nezar Tannous 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

R/Guido de Werd 

P/P Ruth Harris 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Dan Shanit 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programmes 
17 July: Eid el-Fitr 

22 July Meeting: 

Prof. Shalom Wald, Senior 

Fellow Jewish People Policy 

Institute, Hebrew University  

 “The Fall and Rise of  

  Jewish Civilization”  

  26 July: Tishah be-Av Fast  

29 July Meeting: 

Pending 

(Dinner Meeting) 

 

 

  

This Week’s Programme 

Sheikh Ghassan Manasra  
Director, Lights of Peace Society    

 

“The Fast in Islam” 
    

Sheikh Ghassan Manasra of Nazareth is in the 

Qadiri Sufi Order, a spiritually oriented tradition 

of Islam. He is an expert in Islam and Middle 

Eastern Studies, and is an Imam. He is the son of 

Sheikh Abdel Salaam Manasra, acclaimed head 

of the Qadiri Sufi Order in the Holy Land, and 

head of the Higher Sufi Council.  
 

Ghassan Manasra is the director of Anwar Il- Salaam, Islamic Cultural 

Center (Lights of Peace), an NGO in Israel dedicated to spreading the 

message of a tolerant, moderate Islam within the Muslim world, and an 

institution committed to inter-religious dialogue within Israel, the Pales-

tinian Authority and the wider Middle East. His life work is dedicated to 

his teaching and engagement with all religions in Israel, and his profound 

belief in dialogue and mutual understanding. His moral courage is her-

alded across the region.  
 

Ghassan Manasra co-authored Light upon Light, a Journey with the Sufis 

with Zeev Ben Arie (2006) -- the first book written in Hebrew about the 

contemporary history of Sufism in the Holy Land. He is currently translat-

ing and editing Principles of Sufism with Professor Avi Elkayam of Bar Ilan 

University, written in the 10th century by Abu el-Qassem al Qushayri. It 

will be the first book on Sufi philosophy translated into Hebrew.  
 

Sheikh Manasra was a 2008 Fulbright Fellow at the Dialogue Institute at 

Temple University, Philadelphia and at the Catholic University in Wash-

ington DC. He was selected to serve on the steering committee at the 

World Congress of Imams and Rabbis for Peace, held in Brussels and Se-

ville. In Paris at the Hommes de Parole Conference under UNESCO, he 

was elected to the International Committee for Dialogue. He continues his 

international speaking in many forums and venues across the USA, Eu-

rope, Turkey and the Arab countries, as well as in Israel. In Israel, he 

serves on the Board of Directors of the Interreligious Coordinating Coun-

cil in Israel. 
 

In addition to his teaching and writing he organizes interfaith events and 

conferences, courses and seminars for educational and religious leaders, 

leading by example through study and practice. 
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Dear Editor, 

I am not sure if members have 
noticed that the colors of the 
balloons at the Changeover 
reflected those of the JRC ban-
ner, as is demonstrated in the 
attached photo. 

We are grateful to "Elisa in Bal-
lonland" in Talpiyot for their 
superb last-minute job, which 
no doubt contributed to the 
festive atmosphere.  

YIR 

Yaron A. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  

The new address for Letters to the 

Editor is kern@bwc.org 

 

Foundation News 
 

A New Fund Raising Initiative 

It is said that good things come in small packag-

es. Working on this principle, your Foundation 

Board has decided to accumulate the "small" 

deposits on all glass and plastic bottles for this 

coming year in order to increase the amount of 

money we have available for scholarships. 

Please bring your empty bottles to our meet-

ings and Ruth Harris will collect them and de-

posit the resultant "small change" into our 

Foundation account. (Or get the deposits back 

yourself and give the cash to either Dick Fain 

or Ruth Harris). 

Plastic bottles receive a deposit refund of 30 

Agorot each and glass bottles, depending on 

size, can be redeemed for between 30 Agarot 

to as much as 1.30 Shekels for some beer bot-

tles.  

We expect, 

with your 

help, to col-

lect several 

thousand 

shkelim by 

June 30th of 

this coming 

year. If you care to help out with this project, 

please speak to Ruth. 

Please be sure that there is an indication on the 

bottle that a deposit can be claimed and if the 

top is not on the bottle, it would be an appreci-

ated kindness to rinse it out first. 

Ruth H.  

 

From the Board  
 

Recent negotiations with the YMCA Three Arch-

es Restaurant which provides our meals have 

resulted in a rise in the price of lunches and din-

ner sat our meetings. As a result of the increase 

cost to the Club, the Board decided it was nec-

essary to raise the cost of meals to from 65 NIS 

to 75 NIS per person , the costs to students, sol-

diers and children under 18 remain unchanged. 

The new price of meals went into effect this past 

week.  

Kern W.  

 Club Dues   

2015-16 

Dues 

1000 NIS 

  

 

 



  

3 

 

International Toast 

 

 

Allons enfants de la Patrie 

Le jour de gloire est arrivé! 

 

Le quatorze juillet, otherwise known 

as Bastille Day, is the French National 

Day, which is celebrated on 14 July 

each year. In France, it is formally called La Fête nationale and 

commonly.   

The French National Day commemorates the beginning of the French Revolution with the Storming of the Bas-

tille on 14 July 1789, as well as the Fête de la Fédération which celebrated the unity of the French people on 14 

July 1790. Celebrations are held throughout France. The oldest and largest regular military parade in Europe 

is held on the morning of 14 July, on the Champs-Élysées in Paris in front of the President of the Republic, 

along with other French officials and foreign guests.  

The French national holiday on July 14th is a huge celebratory event in Paris. From morning to night, a raft of 

exceptional events make this anniversary an especially festive one. With a military parade, evenings with 

dancing, and a fireworks display there is something for all tastes and ages.  

This week, Paris offers a quality program full of varied events not to be missed, such as: 

The traditional program for the July 14th military parade on the Champs-Elysées  

Launched from the Eiffel Tower, the July 14th fireworks are the highlight of the festivities 

On 13 and 14 July, from 9pm to 4am, fire stations welcome Parisians and tourists 

Free entry at the Louvre, balls, a free matinee performance at the opera, closed museums ...  

Free hunting of frogs at the Luxembourg Gardens*. 

In honor of the Liberté, Egalité and Fraternité, this week we'll toast the 

Rotary-Club de Paris. The decision to create the Paris Club was taken 

on October 21, 1920 at the Hotel Edouard VII (see the dinner menu, 

signed by the participants, which stands out as an act of foundation!).  

Today, the Club meets for lunch every Wednesday. For information 

call club assistant Brigitte ou Cécile, tel. 01.45.04.14.44. For more in-

formation see http://www.rotaryparis.org/.  

  

 

       Yaron A. 

        * Not true. 

http://www.rotaryparis.org/
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Where Have We Been and Where Are We Going? 
 

If you looked around and missed seeing a member or two…. 
 

(Below is a listing presented as a matter of interest as a way of wishing well to the 

members you may not have seen in the meetings in Jerusalem. It is subject to cor-

rection as my informant may not be completely up to date,. I will be happy to make 

any needed corrections in a later bulletin. We are a diverse and well travelled group 

of Rotarians who wish each other well and always a safe return)                  Kern W.                                                                                        

   

  1. David Lilienthal in the Netherlands 

 

  2.  Guido de Werd - home leave + holiday in Champagne/France  

 

  3.  Yossi Cassuto - split time with home in Sweden 

 

  4.  Geert Cohen Stuart - split time with home in the Netherlands 

 

  5.  Mark Zober - cruising the British isles then flying to Istan-

bul to cruise the Greek islands 

 

  6.  Marilyne Farber - cruising the British isles then flying to Istan-

bul to cruise the Greek islands 

 

  7.  Sari Taha - raising money for his start-up in Chicago   

 

  8.  Michael Borchard -  was in NYC  

 

  9.  Lenny Wolfe - was in Provence 

 

 

  10.  Sandi Darmon - was in Romania 

 

 

  11. Yaron Amitai - planning to go to Croatia & Slovenia 

end July or early August 
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Where Have We Been and Where Are We Going? (continued) 
 

    

   11. Dan Shanit - was in Ireland 

 

   

  12. Shlomo Khayat - was on cruise, also to Ireland 

 

   

  

 13. Eli Kenner - on a jeep tour in Georgia  

 

 

   

 

14. Carry Polak - split time at home in the Netherlands 

 

  15. Louis Polak - split time at home in the Netherlands 

 

 

  16. Werner Loval - going to Germany soon 

 

   

 

  18. Dick Fain - yachting in Greece later this summer 

 

 

  19. Jose Metzger - at home in Switzerland 

 

Sooo, if you looked around and didn’t see someone at a meeting, they might be away on 

holiday. 
 

If you would like to share your travel plans with the bulletin, we might be in a position 

from time to time to find space to share the information. 

           Travel info, Yaron A.                                                                                                                                                

            Kern W.  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

    Happy Hour                                                                                                                                                 
Smart Phones, People?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions by Carry 

Polak and Rafi Aldor 


