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Today’s Program –  
 
 Nelleke and Ron van Ketel, Field Directors, Near East Ministry     
 
"A Highway from Egypt to Assyria thru Israel"  
 
Ron and Nelleke van Ketel, currently field directors of Near East Ministry, are both 
Dutch and were first sent out NEM as young volunteers in 1978-1979. They worked 
at a home for mostly German-speaking elderly people in Jerusalem.  Upon their 
return to the Netherlands, they married, and for two years assisted in the office 
and training centre of NEM in Voorthuizen. 
In 1981, they set out for a second period of service in Israël. After a course in 
Ulpan, Ron who was trained as an office manager, started as an auxiliary aide in 
Ezrat Nashim, now  Herzog Hospital and served on several wards there until 1986. 
During those years he started to study nursing and decided to make a career-
switch. Since the opportunity to do a nurses-training in Israël was complicated, the 
family, by then enriched with two more children, returned to the Netherlands, 
where Ron was offered a position as trainee in a hospital in Rotterdam. He  
continued studying for many years and worked as a specialized nurse in ICU/ICC for 
over thirty years. 
The connection with NEM remained, and throughout the years Ron and Nelleke 
contributed to the organisation  in the Netherlands to spread the vision of the 
Highway, of recruiting new volunteers and supporting the ones already in the field. 
For four years, Nelleke held the position of secretary in the NEM Board of 
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Governors. During a transition period in 2015, she was asked to take responsibility 
for the work in the Middle East as an interim director for almost a year. 
In autumn 2017, they were asked to serve for another period in Jerusalem, this 
time as Field Directors?  Their affirmative response brought Ron and Nelleke back 
to Jerusalem in October 2018.  

 
Foundation Greetings: 
 
We have no anniversaries or birthdays to celebrate this week. However, Eli has 
returned (or almost), David has had all his stitches removed and medication 
changed so that he feels much better, Dieter has returned safe and sound from 
Indonesia, and the Pollacks are in Holland again celebrating a family birthday so 
there is much to be happy about!! 
 

Foundation Thoughts of the Week: 
 

Let us remember that we have not lived a perfect day even though we earned our 
money unless we have done something for someone who will never be able to 
repay us. DONATE TO THE FOUNDATION!!!!! 
 
 

 
 

    The President’s Corner  
 

The continued viability of our club depends upon maintaining  and increasing our membership.   

Membership is everyone's responsibility. If you have friends or family members who would make good Rotarians, 

invite them to our meetings.  Similarly, if you have contacts in the business, non-profit, government or diplomatic 

communities, extend invitations or speak to me. 

Thank you for your cooperation.                                                                                                           Robert Hammer                                                                                              

 

   

 

   International Toast –  

Three historical events that happened on the day of our Rotary meeting on 20 November, two of them of great 
importance to Israel: 

1902 Geo Lefevre and Henri Desgrange create Tour de France bicycle race.  The Tour de France is an annual men's 
multiple stage bicycle race primarily held in France, while also occasionally passing through nearby countries. Like 
the other Grand Tours (the Giro d'Italia and the Vuelta a España), it consists of 21 day-long stages over the course 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1902
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stage_race
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cycle_sport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Tour_(cycling)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giro_d%27Italia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vuelta_a_Espa%C3%B1a


of 23 days. It has been described as "the world’s most prestigious and most difficult bicycle race". The race was 
first organized in 1903 to increase sales for the newspaper L'Auto. The race has been held annually since its first 
edition in 1903 except when it was stopped for the two World Wars. 

1945 The Nuremberg war trials begin as 24 Nazi leaders are put on trial before judges representing the victorious 
Allied powers. The Nuremberg trials were a series of military tribunals held after World War II by the Allied forces 
under international law and the laws of war. The trials were most notable for the prosecution of prominent 
members of the political, military, judicial, and economic leadership of Nazi Germany, who planned, carried out, 
or otherwise participated in the Holocaust and other war crimes. The trials were held in Nuremberg, Germany, 
and their decisions marked a turning point between classical and contemporary international law. The first and 
best known of the trials was that of the major war criminals before the International Military Tribunal (IMT). Held 
between 20 November 1945 and 1 October 1946, the Tribunal was given the task of trying 24 of the most 
important political and military leaders of the Third Reich. Martin Bormann had, unknown to the Allies, died in 
May 1945 and was tried in absentia. Another defendant, Robert Ley, committed suicide within a week of the 
trial's commencement. Hermann Göring was sentenced to death but committed suicide by swallowing cyanide 
the  night before his execution.  

                  

 

1977 Egyptian President Anwar Sadat becomes the 1st Arab leader to address Israeli Knesset. Some quotes from 
his speech:  

“I come to you today on solid ground, to shape a new life, to establish peace. We all, on this land, the land of 
God; we all, Muslims, Christians and Jews, worship God and no one but God. God's teachings and 
commandments are love, sincerity, purity and peace..... 

One of my aides at the Presidential Office contacted me at a late hour following my return home from the 
People's Assembly and sounded worried as he asked me: "Mr. President, what would be our reaction if Israel 
should actually extend an invitation to you?" I replied calmly, I will accept it immediately. I have declared that I 
will go to the end of the world; I will go to Israel, for I want to put before the People of Israel all the facts...... 

Any life lost in war is a human life, irrespective of its being that of an Israeli or an Arab. A wife who becomes a 
widow is a human being entitled to a happy family life, whether she be an Arab or an Israeli. Innocent children 
who are deprived of the care and compassion of their parents are ours, be they living on Arab or Israeli land. They 
command our top responsibility to afford them a comfortable life today and tomorrow..... 

Any separate peace between Egypt and Israel, or between any Arab confrontation State and Israel, will not bring 
permanent peace based on justice in the entire region. Rather, even if peace between all the confrontation States 
and Israel were achieved, in the absence of a just solution to the Palestinian problem, never will there be that 
durable and just peace upon which the entire world insists today....  

Lefevre and Desgrange Defendants at Nuremberg Begin, Sadat and Shamir 
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You want to live with us in this part of the world. In all sincerity, I tell you, we welcome you among us, with full 
security and safety. This, in itself, is a tremendous turning point; one of the landmarks of a decisive historical 
change....     

This week we are toasting the Rotary Club of Nuremberg on the beginning of the Nuremberg trials, a very 
important event in the history and development of international law.  

                                                                                                                                                                                    Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                      

  Some other news 
 
      Changes  

 
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be ordered until 90 minutes 
before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


