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President:  
P/ Dan  Shanit 

Secretary:  
PDG Irène Lewitt 
Executive Secretary: 
David Seligman   

Treasurer: 
R/ Robert S. Hammer 

Immediate Past  
President:   
P/P Yaron Amitai 

President Elect  
David Lilienthal  

Board Members: 

P/P  Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

P/P David Seligman 

P/P Kern Wisman 

R/ Art Braunstein 

R/ Tony Kolankiewicz 

R/ Perry Roded 

Upcoming Programs   

 
June 28th—Dinner 
Ms. Pessy Munk 
 Positive Psychologist Director, Kamim 

“Standing Upright Amidst Loss” 

 
July 5th—Changeover Dinner 

YMCA—19:00 hours 
 
July 12—Lunch 

Supreme Court Justice & Rotarian 
Salim Jubran 

“The Israeli Supreme Court  
Today & Tomorrow” 

On the occasion of his  
forthcoming retirement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggestions for speakers or  
subjects for a talk or discussion 
are welcome. 
Please write to the Chair of the 
Program Committee,  
Art Braunstein, via the Contact 
Form on our website. 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

  This Week’s Program 

 

 

His Excellency Mr.Gilles Arnout Beschoor Plug 

Ambassador               

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands  

“Dutch-Israeli Relations in a Changing World”  
 

His Excellency Gilles Arnout Beschoor Plug, Ambassador to 
Israel from the Kingdom of the Netherlands, was born in 
1962.  He completed a Masters of Law from Erasmus 
University, Rotterdam, in 1987. He then joined the Foreign 
Ministry in 1988 with initial service in Moscow, Nairobi and 
at headquarters in The Hague. 

From 1997 to 2000. Ambassador Beschoor Plug served as 
Private Secretary to HM The Queen and HRH Prince Claus 

of the Netherlands.  He then was assigned to the Management Team of the Euro-
pean Integration  
Department. Overseas assignments followed as Deputy Ambassador in Syria (2003
-07, and then as Ambassador in Abu Dhabi (2007-10) 
Back in The Hague, Ambassador Beschoor Plug was appointed Director for North 
Africa and the Middle East (2010-14).  For the year thereafter, he served as 
Temporary Chargé d’Affaires, serving successively as interim Head of the 
Representative Office of the Netherlands in Ramallah (Palestinian Territories), 
Head of Eastern Europe Policy Unit at the Europe Department and finally as 
Coordinator for follow-up on the Malaysian Air plane crash in Ukraine in which 
196 out of the 296 killed were Dutch citizens . 

Ambassador Beschoor Plug is married to Louise Martine Wesseling.. 

 
 
In 2015, he took up his duties in Tel Aviv 
as Ambassador to Israel.  

 

Weekly Bulletin of 

The Jerusalem Rotary Club 
Club # 13459, District 2490 

21 June 2017 



 

2 

 

 

    

 

 

Dear  Friends, 

 

The  week has  passed so quickly, I hardly realized that I had to get the Bulletin out.  It is a short one 

this week, not much news, and no one sent anything in. 

In any case , I hope you all had a good week, and that the coming one will be even better. 

Hope to see you next week for the dinner and then of course at the changeover! 

 

Rotary’s Traditional Changeover, on the 5th  of  July 2017—19:00 hours, at our usual hangout, the 

YMCA.   

We shall be saying Good bye and Thank you to  President Dan Shanit, and Hello and Good Luck to 

President Elect David Lilienthal. 

Invitation on page 3 of the Bulletin 

 

Please, save the   date.  

 

 

 

 

 

I wish you all a very good week till the next Bulletin ! 

 

Rosa   

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

From your Editor 
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International Toast 
From Guido de Werd 

 

 

On the RC of Houston  

Texas, U.S.A. 

http://www.rotaryhouston.org/ 
 
Today we remember the Israeli astronaut  
Ilan Ramon born on June 20th 1954 in Ramat 
Gan. His parents were Holocaust survivors. Ilan 
was an Israeli fighter pilot and later the first 
Israeli astronaut for NASA. 
Ilan Ramon was the space shuttle payload 
specialist of STS-107, the fatal mission of 

Columbia Space Shuttle, in which he and six other crew 
members were killed in a re-entry accident.  
At the age of 48, he was the oldest member of the crew.  
 
Ilan studied electronics and computer engineering at the Tel 
Aviv University upon finishing his studies, he  joined the Israeli 
Air Force.  
After his graduation as a fighter pilot in 1974 he was sent to 

„Mirage and F16“ training in Israel and 
Utah,USA.   
In 1981 he was the youngest pilot 
taking part in Operation Opera, Israel's 
strike against Iraq's unfinished Osiraq 

nuclear reactor. In 1997, Ramon was selected to train for a 
space shuttle mission with a payload that 
included a multispectral camera for 
recording desert aerosol (dust).  

From 1998 until 2003 he trained at the 
Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas.  

STS-107 Columbia  
(January 16 – February 1, 2003).  

The 16-day flight was a dedicated science 
and research mission and the crew 
successfully conducted approximately 80 experiments. 
Although considered a secular Jew, Ramon followed Jewish 
observances while in orbit. "I feel I am representing all Jews 
and all Israelis." He sought advice from a Chabad Lubavitch 
rabbi, Zvi Konikov, about how to observe the Jewish Sabbath 
in space, as the period between sunrises in orbit is 
approximately 90 minutes.  
The STS-107 mission ended abruptly when The Space Shuttle 
Columbia was destroyed and its crew perished during  
re-entry, 16 minutes before the scheduled landing.  
Ramon carried with him a pencil sketch, "Moon Landscape", 
drawn by 16-year-old Petr Ginz, who died in Auschwitz (from 
Yad Vashem). Ramon also took with him a microfiche copy of 
the Torah given to him by Israeli president Moshe Katsav and 

a miniature Torah scroll.  37 pages from 
the diary he was keeping while in orbit 
survived the crash and the pieces of paper 
were restored in the Israel Museum.  
 

Ramon wrote on the last day of the journal:  
"Today was the first day that I felt that I am truly living in 
space. I have become a man who lives and works in space." 

The Rotary Club of Houston was founded in August of 1912 by 
newspaper executive Robert Cornell and met at the brand 
new Rice Hotel for seventy three years.  
The club's membership grew steadily until September, 1963, 
when it became the world's 
largest with 773 members.  
The Club belongs to District 
5890. The fellows meet 
Thursdays at 11:30 AM at 
HESS CLUB 430 
Westheimer Road Houston,  
TX  77046 ,United States.  

 
Tom Vann is this year president. 
 
The first service project of The Rotary Club 
of Houston began in 1919 when it first 
supported the Young Residents of the 
Burnett Bayland County Home with 
Christmas parties and summer  
picnics-support‘ that today involve 

workshops, preparing the youth for entering the workforce 
successfully.  
The four major projects today are: 
1. The Rotary Lombardi Award: presented annually to the 
Outstanding College Lineman of the Year. This is a fund-raising 
event benefiting cancer research. In late 1970, five weeks 
after NFL Coach Vince Lombardi died of cancer, the first 
Rotary Lombardi Award dinner was held to recognize the 
outstanding college football lineman -- who best exemplifies 
the discipline of Vince Lombardi. The legendary coach of the 
Green Bay Packers first made a name for himself as member 
of Fordham University's "Seven Blocks of Granite," 
renowned in the thirties for being the most 
unyielding line in college football. The trophy is a 40
-pound block of granite atop a silver pedestal..  
Carl Nassib, Penn State’s lineman, won The Rotary 
Lombardi Award in 2016. 
2. Rotary Distinguished Citizen Award is presented 
annually to someone in Houston who exhibits high ideals, 
leadership and philanthropy. The funds raised support the 
club’s on-going service activities. 
3. Camp Enterprise is an annual activity of a three days camp,  
that introduces business and business ethics to 75 high school 
juniors from the Houston area, the best of the best.  Funds for 
this event are raised with an annual golf tournament. 4. 1993 
the club realised the 26 million $ Jesse H. Jonas Rotary House, 
to house Rotarians from all over the world, that are to be 
treated for cancer in Texas Medical Center. The realisation 
was made possible by RC Houston and the Houston 
Endowment Fund. It is the largest rotary Project realised in 
the world of Rotary International!  
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JOGGLING THE MIND 
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA,  

26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 

13:00. The last Wednesday of each month is a 

dinner meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are  

welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and 

lone soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  

For this and other enquiries please contact us 

through the Contact section on the website. 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy Hour 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Celebrating the Y.M.C.A. 


