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Today’s Program – General Discussion 
 

"The Political Science of the 2019 Elections II, September 17"  
 
We will all try very hard to avoid any partisan expressions.   
 
Key issues:  
 
What would be the effect on the Elections of war in the North and/or in the South?  
What are different equations for a Unity Government?  
An original proposal will be tabled for consideration by the Blocs over the next 2 
weeks?  
Who is/are the Joker(s) in these Elections in terms of coalition building thereafter?  
Are agreements on surplus vote sharing an indication for coalition building?  
The Arab vote and the Joint List -- a potential coalition partner?  
Raising the entry threshold to the Knesset to 5 % - a solution to the  
fragmentation?  
Is there any flexibility in the vote of the Haredim block?  
Can there be, will there be Elections III with only 20% of the electorate voting.?  
 
ETC  
 
Program Chair Art will moderate so brush up on your PoliSci 101 

 
 
Foundation Greetings and  
Foundation Thoughts of the Week: 
 
Happy Birthday to Nannie Braunstein  and Lily Roded who celebrate their special 
days on September 6 and 10 respectively. 
 
Foundation Thought of the Week:  Israeli children went back to school this week. 
Perhaps the words of a 1958 Rockefeller Report on Education still have meaning: 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
11 September 
To be announced 



 
 
 
 

 
"What most people want - young or old - is not merely security or comfort or luxury, 
although they are glad enough to have these. Most of all they want meaning in 
their lives. If our era and our culture and our leaders do not, or cannot provide 
great meanings, great objectives, great convictions, then people will settle for 
shallow and trivial substitutes. This is a deficiency for which we all bear a 
responsibility. This is the challenge of our times." 
 
Our Foundation supports excellence in educational achievement and community 
service to one's fellow man. DONATE TO THE FOUNDATION NOW! 
 
 

    

    

 

 

    The President’s Corner –  
 
We do wish speedy recovery for Robert Hammer and anybody else who might feel unwell at this time. 
On  4 September we will have a Board Meeting immediately after our general session at 14.30 hours. Various 
subjects to be discussed. I have been asked to be more sharp with the timing of our meeting. Will do. We will 
open the meeting with the ‘bell’ sharp at 13.00 and start proceedings. They will be interrupted for the lunch, 
whenever it will be served, and after the majority has finished their lunch we will  continue with the proceedings. 
Meeting will end at 14.30. For the last meeting of the month, the dinner meeting, the time will  be from 19.00 to 
20.30 
                        
 

   International Toast – Rotary Club Los Angeles  

Three events, all on September 4 and all in the United States, had significant effect on our history:   

1781 Los Angeles is founded by 44 Spanish speaking mestizos in the Bahia de las Fumas (Bay of Smokes). 

Historically home to the Chumash and Tongva tribes, Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo for 

Spain in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California. The city was officially founded on 

September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve. By 1820 the population had increased to about 650 

residents. It became a part of Mexico in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence. In 1848, at the end of 

the Mexican–American War, Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo, becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated as a municipality on April 

4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood.  

Los Angeles at sunset Thomas Edison Brin and Page - Google 
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1882 in its 1st large-scale test, Thomas Edison's light bulb is used to light NY's Pearl Street Station. After devising a 
commercially viable electric light bulb on October 21, 1879, Edison developed an electric "utility" to compete 
with the existing gas light utilities. On December 17, 1880, he founded the Edison Illuminating Company, and 
during the 1880s, he patented a system for electricity distribution. The company established the first investor-
owned electric utility in 1882 on Pearl Street Station, New York City. On September 4, 1882, Edison switched on 
his Pearl Street generating station's electrical power distribution system, which provided 110 volts direct current 
(DC) to 59 customers in lower Manhattan. 

1998 Google is formally incorporated by Larry Page and Sergey Brin. They were Ph.D. students at Stanford 
University in California. Together they own about 14 percent of its shares and control 56 percent of the 
stockholder voting power through supervoting stock. They incorporated Google as a California privately held 
company on September 4, 1998 in California. Google was then reincorporated in Delaware on October 22, 2002. 
An initial public offering (IPO) took place on August 19, 2004, and Google moved to its headquarters in Mountain 
View, California, nicknamed the Googleplex. In August 2015, Google announced plans to reorganize its various 
interests as a conglomerate called Alphabet Inc. Google is Alphabet's leading subsidiary and will continue to be 
the umbrella company for Alphabet's Internet interests. 

This week we are toasting the Rotary Club of Los Angeles on the founding of their city. RC Los Angeles is also 
called “LA 5”, because it was the fifth Rotary Club chartered worldwide in 1905! 

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski 

 

  Some other news 
 
Kathleen Schatzberg, Rotary Club Hyannis, has been a visitor to our club from autumn 2017 to spring 2018. 
I received an e-mail from her which I like to share with you:  

As you may recall, I was a "regular" at the Jerusalem Rotary from September, 2017 to April, 2018, while I was at 
Tantur, and helped recruit Fr. Russ McDougall and Mark Mina to the club. I loved my time in 
Israel/Jerusalem/Palestine, and the Jerusalem Rotary was no small part of that. One especially memorable time 
was when about 15 of us made the trek to the Paul Harris Peace Forest in Tzfat together when the Rotary 
International President visited. I was especially honored at my last meeting with the Jerusalem Club, in April, 2018, 
that the club presented me with a certificate for a tree planted in that Paul Harris Peace Forest in my name. 

When I returned home, I went to the Jewish National Fund website and purchased two trees, one for the 
Jerusalem Rotary Club and one for my own home club on Cape Cod, the Hyannis Rotary Club. There was no longer 
an option there for trees in the Paul Harris Peace Forest, but I chose another one with an intention of peace. I got 
the certificate for my own club and presented it at a meeting shortly thereafter, probably October, 2018. I had 
instructed the Jewish National Fund to send the certificate for the Jerusalem Club to David Lilienthal at the mailing 
address I had for the club (I think I got it from the newsletter). I thought it was odd that I never saw a mention of it 
in the newsletter, nor heard from Rabbi David, but I knew he'd suffered some ill health and I just figured it got lost 
in the shuffle somehow. 

Lo and behold -- I've been traveling around the US for the last 7 weeks, and when I got home, in the accumulated 
pile of mail was the Jewish National Fund envelope addressed to David Lilienthal at the Rotary Club of Jerusalem, 
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at PO Box 446 in Jerusalem, 9100302 -- apparently undeliverable for some reason, and eventually sent back to me 
because my home address was noted on the envelope along with the Jewish National Fund. It took almost a year 
for it to be returned to me! Presumably, the certificate is within, although I have not opened the letter! How can I 
get this to you and the Jerusalem Club? If that address is incorrect, what is the correct address? 

Please give my regards to everyone in the Club, and remind them once again of my invitation to visit Cape Cod and 
my club, the Rotary Club of Hyannis. Any of you would be welcome to avail yourselves of my guest room if you are 
able to visit Cape Cod! 

Below was submitted by Geert. Food for thought....    

 

Just last week we toasted the Rotary Club Worcester on the anniversary of the famous Lea & Perrins 
Worcestershire Sauce. On 2 September we received the following charming reply: 

Greeting Dieter, 

Thank you for toasting our club – and reminding us of Worcester’s contribution to the world of gastronomy. 

Today was our first meeting since you toasted us, so today we toasted the Rotary Club of Jerusalem both as a 

separate toast and combined in our final toast. 

I send you and your fellow members greetings from all our members and our President Richard Rogers.  

Yours in Rotary         John Pooley 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary 
program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be ordered until 
90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


