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Today’s Program – Carry and Louis Polak - "Suriname Today" 

 

Carry and Louis joined the JRC in 2010 and spend half their time here and in  
Holland each year. Carry has worked in social services and Louis in  
insurance. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
13 May, 2020  
“Dr. Fritz Kahn and his 
adventurous journey 
through the human body” 
by 
Thilo von Debschitz 
 



 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, click on the 

following "Join URL":  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/863740988 or only the 
numbers 863740988 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

  

Foundation Greetings and 
Foundation Thoughts of the Week:   
 

We have no birthdays or anniversaries to celebrate this week. However, each of us 
could look back into our records to note the date of our last contribution to the 
Foundation. There is no doubt we will be surprised. And with all the time our 
"locked in" status is giving us,  surely  we can use a bit of it to to celebrate our 
health and good fortune by writing a check to our Foundation for our very needy 
students.  

 
 

    The President’s Corner  
 
Reports of Israel's success in containing  the COVID 19 pandemic is certainly welcome news.  So is the easing of 
certain restrictions on movement, such as eliminating the 500 meter limit on venturing from home for 
"exercise."  I very much enjoyed my walk on the Tayelet this Shabbat afternoon. 
 
Understandably, the government is under pressure to allow increased economic activity.  Some of these demands 
are justifiable and reasonably safe, provided people continue social distancing and other hygienic precautions, 
such as wearing masks in public. 
 
For older people, like most of us, we will still have to maintain most of the current limits on our activities, until 
effective vaccines and treatments become available.  Let's try to be patient and stay safe and healthy. 
 

                                                                                                                                                          Robert Hammer          

 

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Paramaribo, Surinam 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 6 May, the day of our meeting: 

1626 Dutch colonist Peter Minuit organizes the purchase of Manhattan Island from Native Americans for 60 
guilders worth of goods, believed to have been Canarsee Indians of the Lenape tribe.  Peter Minuit (between 
1580 and 1585 – August 5, 1638) was a Walloon from Tournai, in present-day Belgium. He was the 3rd Director of 
the Dutch North American colony of New Netherland from 1626 until 1631, and 3rd Governor of New 
Netherland. He founded the Swedish colony of New Sweden on the Delaware Peninsula in 1638. Minuit is 
generally credited with orchestrating the purchase of Manhattan Island for the Dutch from the Lenape Native 
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Americans. Manhattan later became the site of the Dutch city of New Amsterdam, and the borough of 
Manhattan of modern-day New York City. A letter written by Dutch merchant Peter Schaghen to directors of the 
Dutch East India Company stated that Manhattan was purchased for "60 guilders worth of trade", an amount 
worth approximately $1,143 in 2020 dollars 

                            

 

1804 Suriname sold to Great Britain (until Feb 1816). Suriname was long inhabited by various indigenous people 
before being invaded and contested by European powers from the 16th century, was primarily a plantation 
economy dependent on African slaves and, following the abolition of slavery in 1863, indentured servants from 
Asia (mainly Indonesia). Suriname was ruled by the Dutch-chartered company Society of Suriname between 1683 
and 1795. In 1954, Suriname became one of the constituent countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. On 25 
November 1975, the country of Suriname left the Kingdom of the Netherlands to become an independent state, 
nonetheless maintaining close economic, diplomatic, and cultural ties to its former colonizer. Suriname is 
considered to be a culturally Caribbean country, and is a member of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Dutch 
is the official language of government, business, media, and education. 

1840 World's first adhesive postage stamp, the "Penny Black", is first used in Great Britain. The Penny Black was 
the world's first adhesive postage stamp used in a public postal system. It was first issued in the United Kingdom 
(referred to in philatelic circles as Great Britain), on 1 May 1840, but was not valid for use until 6 May. The stamp 
features a profile of Queen Victoria. In 1837, British postal rates were high, complex and anomalous. To simplify 
matters, Sir Rowland Hill proposed an adhesive stamp to indicate pre-payment of postage. At the time it was 
normal for the recipient to pay postage on delivery, charged by the sheet and on distance travelled. By contrast, 
the Penny Black allowed letters of up to 1⁄2 ounce (14 grams) to be delivered at a flat rate of one penny, 
regardless of distance. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Paramaribo, Surinam on the interesting and fascinating history of their 
country,  the relative short rule and ownership by Great Britain and its final independence in 1975.  

                                                                                                                                                         Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                          

  Some other news 
 

The ZOOM conference participants of the meeting ‘Jerusalem Rotary Foundation’ on 30 April, 2020: 

           Peter Minuit      Presidential Palace of Surinam            Penny Black 
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A contribution by our friend Geert. Knowing cats, it could be true: 

 

                                   
 



On 30 April, 2020 Dan and Dieter participated in a virtual Rotary meeting of Rotary Club Northfield, Minnesota on 
the invitation of Jogie Reppmann, one of the initiators of the famous ‘Peace Pipe Project’. We last met Jogie in 
May 2019 in Flensburg, Germany (just on the border to Denmark), where we received the peace pipe now  in our 
possession.  Tony Conn, from the Rotary Club Keokuk in Iowa gave a power point presentation on the history of 
the ‘Peace Pipe Project’ and its relevance for today. 

 
 

  One of our projects, past and present 
 
From the Rotary Year 2017 - 2018:  

Turkana Water Project.  A contribution was made to this 2490 District project to provide clean water to the 

people of this region in Kenya. 

 
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


