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Today’s Program  -  "My Years in Jerusalem and Beyond" 

Speaker,   Rotarian Rev. Russel K. McDougall, CSC.  
Rev. Russ McDougall, C.S.C., has been an ordained priest of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross since 1991. He has been the rector of Tantur since July of 2014.  He 
holds a masters of divinity from the University of Notre Dame and a licentiate in 
Sacred Scripture from the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome.  A native of 
northwest Indiana, he has more than 13 year's ministry experience with the Holy 
Cross in Kenya and Uganda. Since his arrival in Jerusalem, Fr. Russ has been 
involved in a wide range of social and religious interests both related and 
complementary to his work as rector.  
 

The program for the lunch meeting 
Welcome, President Robert Hammer 
Thought for the Week,  
Foundation Greetings, Ruth Harris 
International Toast, Dieter Ziulkowski 
Speaker,   Rotarian Rev. Russel K. McDougall, CSC.  
Induction of New Members Vered Kater, Ndudi Osakwe 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
1 July, 2020 tba 
 



"Handover of the Gavel" 
IPP Robert Hammer to PE Dieter Ziulkowski and remarks by P/Dieter Ziulkowski 
 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, click on the 

following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or only the 
numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
To Paula and Don Edelstein: Happy Anniversary on  June 25. May it be a year of 
good and greater health to you both! 
 

Foundation Thoughts of the Week   
 
"We shall draw from the heart of suffering itself the means of inspiration and 
survival".  Winston Churchill 
 
Because of the corona virus we will not be able to have our usual distribution 
ceremony. But cheers and kol hakavod to our Foundation Chairman, David 
Seligman, who personally prepared all the cheques along with a personal letter to 
each recipient, to Shlomo Khayat who prepared special certificates for each 
recipient and to Yossi Eisenberg who contacted all the school Principals to arrange 
for the distribution to the students. NIS 30,000. was distributed to 47 deserving 
students. 
 

                                                                                                                                                        

  The President’s Corner 
Referring to the duty of humanity to participate in tikun olam, the repair of the world, Mishna Avot 2:21 states 
"You are not required to finish the work, but neither are you free to avoid it." 
 
This famous saying also describes what Rotary is about.  Many of the problems Rotarians attempt to solve or 
ameliorate are difficult, if not intractable.  For example, we may be on the verge of wiping out polio, but the fight 
against COVID19, the economic and social harm it causes, as well as its medical aspects has just begun.  No one 
needs to tell us about the difficulties of pursuing peace.  Nonetheless, we must try to solve these and 
other difficult problems, even if progress is slow and success is elusive. 
 
Let us resolve not to give up, but to persevere in working to solve the problems that occupy Rotarians--for the 
sake of our community and for the sake of our world. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Robert Hammer          

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Windsor and Eton 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 24 June, the day of our meeting: 

https://web.zoom/
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200


1128 Afonso I of Portugal defeats army of his mother Theresa. Afonso I, nicknamed the Conqueror was the first 
king of Portugal. He achieved the independence of the County of Portugal, establishing a new kingdom and 
doubling its area with the Reconquista, an objective that he pursued until his death. Afonso was the son of Teresa 
of León and Henry of Burgundy, rulers of the County of Portugal. Henry died in 1112, leaving Theresa to rule 
alone. Unhappy with Theresa's alliance with Galicia, the Portuguese nobility rallied around Afonso, who revolted 
and defeated his mother at the Battle of São Mamede in 1128 and became Count of Portugal soon afterwards. In 
1139, Afonso renounced the suzerainty of the Kingdom of León and established the independent Kingdom of 
Portugal. Afonso actively campaigned against the Moors in the south. In 1139 he won a decisive victory at the 
Battle of Ourique, and in 1147 he conquered Santarém and Lisbon from the Moors. He secured the independence 
of Portugal following a victory over León at Valdevez and received papal approval through Manifestis Probatum. 
Afonso died in 1185 and was succeeded by his son, Sancho I.                                                           

                                                               

  

1298 Rindfleisch Persecutions - Jews of Ifhauben, Austria massacred. It occurred in the Franconian region during 
the civil strife between the elected King of the Romans, Count Adolf of Nassau, and his Habsburg rival Duke Albert 
of Austria, when Imperial authority, traditionally concerned with the protection of the Jews, had temporarily 
collapsed. Already in 1287 the death of Werner of Oberwesel in the Rhineland had been blamed on Jews and 
about 500 were killed in revenge, followed by a series of blood libels. When finally King Adolf was deposed and 
killed in the Battle of Göllheim on 2 July 1298, the Franconian nobility gathered at Albert's election in Frankfurt. 
When at the same time the Jews in the Hohenlohe town of Röttingen were accused of having obtained and 
desecrated a consecrated host, one "Lord Rindtfleisch", who the sources refer to either as an impoverished 
knight or—more probably—a butcher (the term Rindfleisch means "beef" in modern German spelling), gathered a 
mob around him and burned the Röttingen Jews on Sunday, April 20. Rintfleisch declared to have received a 
mandate from heaven to avenge the sacrilege and exterminate the Jews. According to contemporary sources the 
Lord of Röttingen, Kraft von Hohenlohe, was encumbered with debts to Jewish lenders. After this, he and his mob 
went from town to town and killed all Jews that fell under their control, destroying the Jewish communities at 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Würzburg, Bamberg, Dinkelsbühl, Nördlingen and Forchheim. 

1441 Eton College founded by Henry VI. Eton College is a 13–18 independent boarding school for boys in the 
parish of Eton, near Windsor in Berkshire, England. It was founded in 1440 by King Henry VI as "Kynge's College of 
Our Ladye of Eton besyde Windesore", as a sister institution to King's College, Cambridge, making it the 18th-
oldest Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference school. Eton's history and influence have made Eton one of 
the most prestigious schools in the world. Following the public school tradition, Eton is a full boarding school, 
which means pupils live at the school seven days a week, and it is one of only four such remaining single-sex 
boys', boarding-only independent senior schools in the United Kingdom (the others being Harrow, Radley, and 
Winchester). The remainder have since become co-educational: Rugby (1976), Charterhouse (1971), Westminster 
(1973), and Shrewsbury (2015). Eton has educated prime ministers, world leaders, Nobel laureates and 
generations of the aristocracy and has been referred to as "the chief nurse of England's statesmen". Eton charges 
up to £42,501 per year. Eton was noted as being the sixth most expensive HMC boarding school in the UK in 
2013/14, however the school admits some boys with modest parental income: in 2011 it was reported that 

    King Alfonso I        Medieval Pogrom               Prince William at Eton 
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around 250 boys received "significant" financial help from the school, with the figure rising to 263 pupils in 2014, 
receiving the equivalent of around 60% of school fee assistance, whilst a further 63 received their education free 
of charge. Eton has also announced plans to increase the figure to around 320 pupils, with 70 educated free of 
charge. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Windsor and Eton on the founding of Eton College in 1441 and the 
remarkable achievements of their former students.                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                   Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

  Some other news 
            
The participants of last week’s ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Meeting of Rotary Clubs Eshkol (Jerusalem, Ramle, Lod, Modiin, Beer Yaacov) on 17 June in Ramle: 
 

                                          
 
 
 
Farewell to Russ.  We had a pleasant meeting with Russ in the gardens of Beith Yellin in Motza on 15 June. Here 
are some photos of the participants: 
 

                    
 



                     
 
 
RI President-elect Holger Knaack’s theme for 2020-21, Rotary Opens Opportunities, asks Rotarians to create 
opportunities that strengthen their leadership, help put service ideas into action, and improve the lives of those 
in need. 
 

                                                              
 

  One of our projects, past and present 
 
        From the Rotary Year 2019 – 2020: 
 

Meditation classroom in Har Homa high school.  The classroom is now fully operational and a proven 

success. There is interest from other schools and the Ministry of Education. A JRC donor plaque to be 

attached to the wall in the classroom. 



A letter on recent activity Rotary Hands Across Water : 

Dear Robert, 

Thank you very much for the deposit, the contribution and the notification from the Jerusalem RC. It is much 
appreciated and will help us carry on the good Rotary Hands Across Water program through the 3rd global grant. 
We are running now a set of conference calls with the Jerusalem (and other) schools to summarize the 2019-20 
school year and prepare for the 2020-21 school year. The general response and feed back is very good and 
encouraging. We had PP Shlomo Khayat join us earlier this week on the call to the Um Tuba boys middle schools 
and he can share with you his own impressions. Attached is a summary of two of the calls held thus far  

Thanks and best regards 

Dr. Amnon Shefi, Hi – Teach, +972 54 4929093 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


