
 

 

 

              

                  
   BULLETIN 

JERUSALEM 
ROTARY CLUB 

Chartered 1929 

Club #13459   District    
2490 

 

   16 September 2020             

 
 

  

 

 
 

Club #13459 
 

Club Officers  
2020-2021 
  

President  
Dieter Ziulkowski 
Secretary  
R/ Geert Cohen Stuart  
Treasurer  
Robert Hammer 
Immediate P/P  
Robert Hammer 

Board Members 
P/P Eli Kenner 
P/P David Seligman  
P/P Dan Shanit 
P/P Don Edelstein 
PDG Irène Lewitt 
R/Carry Polak 
R/Louis Polak 
R/Mark Mina 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Today’s Program   -   "Happy Birthday to the World –  

                               One's Responsibilities Toward the Other"    

Rabbi Debi Shoua-Haim, Families and Holidays Coordinator  
Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem  
 

Debi (Devorah) Shoua-Haim was born and raised in Jerusalem. Together with her 
family she started off Orthodox and slowly transitioned into Conservative-Masorti. 
In that transition, she developed her unique cantorial skills and spiritual identity. 
She took part in intra-faith meetings, was a youth leader at Noam (Masorti youth 
movement) and served in a variety of educational positions as a young adult both 
as part of her military service and afterward. 

After spending a year in Melbourne, Australia, as a Shlicha (emissary), Debi 
studied in the ‘Revivim’ teacher training program at the Hebrew University earning 
a BA and teaching degree in Bible and Jewish Studies, as well as an MA in Bible 
Studies. Debi has served as a high school teacher for Bible and Rabbinic literature, 
has developed and implementd educational programs at the educational 
department of ‘Rabbis for Human Rights’, and in community work as the Jewish 
Renewal coordinator for the ‘Ginot Ha’ir Community Council’. 

In order to highlight the presence of varied identities, Debi works at the Bible 
Lands Museum in Jerusalem in charge of educational programs for families and 
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communities as well as a team member of an interfaith program. She believes that 
the work of a rabbi is both to ‘be’ with people in the places where they are at and 
also to be a ‘walking bridge’ between our tradition and theirs. 

Debi is interested in Liberal-Jewish-spiritual preparation for childbirth and 
parenting and has developed a rabbinical tool to work for this and as a model for 
various non-profit and governmental frameworks. 

Debi lives with her family in Jerusalem. 

 

Last week we could not play the Video Clip of Michelle Levine from DVI. Please 

find the link below and please watch the video: 

https://youtu.be/nzKJMqPqeaw 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 6:00 pm (1800), of the meeting date, click on 

the following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or 
only the numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
Happy Birthday to Florence Ziulkowski on 22 September. Mazal Tov and many 
happy returns !!! 
 
“””””   Shana Tova ve Metukah for all of you.  
            Have a great holiday and an even greater NEW YEAR  ””””” 
 

                                                                                                                                                        

  The President’s Corner 

As you all know our Rotary Club has its physical meetings in the ‘Y’ in Jerusalem and we all hope that we will soon 
return to this lovely place. We have exchanged e-mails with the Management of the YMCA and now received an 
update from the ‘Y’ on its actual Corona situation. Please see Dr. Aviva Goller’s email to us below. 

                                                                                                                                                                    Dieter Ziulkowski   

Dear Dieter, 

 I hope that this email finds you well, and that you and your loved ones are healthy and safe. I have been keeping 
Robert updated on how things are going at the JIY, and I hope that he has been sharing this with you. I wanted to 
personally thank you for your continuous support of our preschool and of other activities at the JIY over the last 
year. I have very much enjoyed reading your last few newsletters, and as a valued friend of the JIY, I wanted to 
update you on our how our summer has been. On March 14th, when the Israeli Ministry of Health introduced a 
national lockdown, the JIY closed all its services and furloughed 95% of its staff. On May 10th, as some restrictions 
were lifted, the JIY reopened the Sports Center and Preschool. The JIY Peace Preschool carried on its regular 
activities until the end of the school year. In parallel, we offered a bilingual online music and arts program to 
children, aged 4-8, who did not return to educational frameworks after the lockdown. Most of the preschoolers 
participated in a two-week summer program at the JIY and returned excited for a new school year on September 
1st. In July-August, the JIY Youth Center offered summer activities for children aged 6-10, including crafts, drama, 

https://youtu.be/nzKJMqPqeaw
https://web.zoom/
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200


sports, social media, and swimming. The six-week program was led in Arabic, English, and Hebrew by Jerusalem 
youth who, in turn, practiced their leadership skills and built cross-cultural friendships.  

At the Sylvan Adams Sports Center of the JIY, some of our group exercise classes have been relocated to the 
rooftop terrace and front lawns, and we ensure that facilities and equipment are professionally cleaned and 
disinfected between users. Our members continuously express their gratitude for giving them the space to 
maintain their physical and mental health during this challenging new era. The YMCA Three Arches Hotel, which 
normally produces profits to support our community activities, has been shut since mid-March. The subsidiary 
business highly depends on international tourism, and beyond the significant financial loss, we also greatly miss 
our visitors from abroad and the multicultural environment that they contribute to the place. We are encouraging 
our community to stay strong, stay safe and stay connected – and this is what I wish you too. The presence of the 
Jerusalem Rotary Club is very much missed at the JIY, and I hope that someday, sooner rather than later, we will 
see you here again. The whole world is in this together, and I believe that only through cooperation and 
teamwork can we make an effective change to improve the global community 

Best wishes, 

Aviva  

Dr. Aviva Goller, Director of Development Jerusalem International YMCA                                                                                                                                                                     

 

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Luebeck-Burgtor, Germany 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 16 September, the day of our meeting: 

1920 The Wall Street bombing occurred at 12:01 pm on Thursday, September 16, 1920, in the Financial District of 
Manhattan, New York City. The blast killed thirty people immediately, and another eight died later of wounds 
sustained in the blast. There were 143 seriously injured, and the total number of injured was in the hundreds.   

The bombing was never solved, although investigators and historians believe it was carried out by Galleanists 
(Italian anarchists), a group responsible for a series of bombings the previous year. The attack was related to 
postwar social unrest, labor struggles, and anti-capitalist agitation in the United States. The Wall Street bomb 
killed more people than the 1910 bombing of the Los Angeles Times, which was the deadliest act of terrorism on 
U.S. soil up to that point. The death toll was exceeded in the Tulsa Race Massacre in 1921.  

                 

   Wall Street bombing         Left: Breshnev, Center: Brandt             Gerald Ford 
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1971 West German chancellor Willy Brandt meets with Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev at Oreanda in Crimea 
during this “second Yalta meeting” on 16–18 September 1971. Willy Brandt born Herbert Ernst Karl Frahm; 18 
December 1913 – 8 October 1992, was a German politician and statesman who was leader of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) from 1964 to 1987 and served as Chancellor of the Federal Republic of 
Germany (West Germany) from 1969 to 1974. Fleeing to Norway and then Sweden during the Nazi regime and 
working as a left-wing journalist, he took the name Willy Brandt as a pseudonym to avoid detection by Nazi 
agents, and then formally adopted the name in 1948. Brandt was originally considered one of the leaders of the 
right wing of the SPD, and earned initial fame as Governing Mayor of West Berlin. He was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1971 for his efforts to strengthen cooperation in western Europe through the EEC and to achieve 
reconciliation between West Germany and the countries of Eastern Europe. In 1970 Brandt signed the Treaty of 
Moscow, renouncing the use of force and recognizing the current European borders. Later that year, Brandt 
signed the Treaty of Warsaw, in the process formally recognizing the People's Republic of Poland. The most 
controversial agreement was the Basic Treaty of 1972 with East Germany, establishing formal relations between 
the two German states for the first time since partition.  

1974 US President Gerald Ford, a World War II veteran, issued a conditional amnesty on this day in 1974 to 
members of the Armed Forces who had deserted during the Vietnam War. To qualify, the president announced, 
they needed to work for up to two years in a public service job. Ford said he wanted the nation to move beyond 
the war, which had cost more than 58,000 American lives and had long divided the country. He noted in his 
proclamation that “desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense.” For that matter, he added, draft evasion 
“is also a serious offense. Such actions, he said, needn’t be condoned. “Yet,” he continued, “reconciliation calls 
for an act of mercy to bind the nation’s wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness.” On Jan. 21, 1977, in his first 
full day in office, President Jimmy Carter, granted a pardon to most draft evaders without requiring them to 
perform public service. The Carter pardon, however, did not extend to military deserters. In all, about 100,000 
Americans went abroad in the late 1960s and early '70s to avoid being called up. Some studies show that as many 
as 9 in 10 evaders had crossed the northern border into Canada, where after some initial hesitancy they could 
remain as legal immigrants. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Luebeck-Burgtor, chartered in 1966. Luebeck is the birth place of Willy 
Brandt. Most developments in history are a sequence of small steps, each one leading to another development. 
Thus, the opening and normalization of West Germany’s relation to Eastern Europe and Eastern Germany by 
Willy Brandt in the early 1970ies, might be considered as one very important step in the final collapse of the 
Soviet system. Normalisation led to more self confidence, to the activities of Solidarity movement in Poland, to 
Gorbachev and Perestroika and finally to the collapse of the Soviet Union, the independence of most Eastern 
European nations and German re-unification. 

                                                                                                                                                             Dieter Ziulkowski        

                              

  Some other news  
      
With regret we have to cancel our planned physical meeting on 30 September due to the new lockdown 
restrictions. Most of us have been looking forward seeing each other again, not only on the computer screen, 
but in reality. Geert had worked hard to find a suitable venue. Even checking the YMCA which is still closed. 
Well, postponed is not cancelled and we are looking forward to a physical meeting maybe by the end of 
October. 
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Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 
 

                             
                                  
                                                            
                                                        
Food for thought, courtesy of Carry: 

 

                             Questions with no apparent answers. 
  
                             1. When poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous? 
                             2. Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C? 
                             3. Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned? 
                             4. Why is the letter W, in English, called double U?  
                                  Shouldn't it be called double V ? (as it is - for instance - in French) 
                             5. Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and It just takes 75-100 years to fully work. 
                             6. Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty. 
                             7. The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims" 
                             8. 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars.  
                                 Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses. 
  



 

Important message from Rotary International: 

24 October is World Polio Day! 

World Polio Day is a time for Rotarians and Rotaractors across the globe to 
raise awareness about our work to eradicate polio for good. If we stay 
committed to making progress, polio will be the second human disease ever to 
be eradicated. 
 
In our fight to end polio, we’ve used our collective strength to defeat this 
devastating disease in almost every part of the world. This year, the World 
Health Organization’s African region was certified free of wild poliovirus – 
showing that eradication is possible even in very difficult circumstances. Wild 
poliovirus still paralyzes children in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and as long as 
polio exists anywhere, it remains a threat everywhere. 
 
Let’s Take Action 
A polio-free world is possible, but we can achieve it only by taking action 
together. With the challenges to vaccination programs posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, it’s even more crucial that Rotary continues to build awareness and 
raise funds for polio eradication. 
 
Join the effort to vaccinate children and end polio by organizing a World Polio 
Day event for your community. In 2019, Rotary members held more than 
5,900 events in 136 countries. This year, online events and activities will allow 
us to expand our reach even more and inspire others to join us. 
 
Not sure how to take action for World Polio Day? From virtual event ideas to 
social media posts and photos, the World Polio Day Toolkit can help you start 
planning and promoting your activities now. 

                     

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
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