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Today’s Program - "Five Years a Purveyor in Egypt" Art Braunstein, USFSO (ret.) 

R/ Art (Aaron) Braunstein was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. At the age of 20, he 

moved to Israel for undergraduate studies (1958-63), returning in 1996, after a full 30-year 

career in the U.S. Foreign Service with USAID.  Art is a graduate of both the Hebrew 

University (1963) and the Institut d’Etudes Politiques in Paris (1965).  He also holds a 

second Masters from Johns Hopkins University with specialty in International Health 

(1979). Art served many years with U.S. embassies, mostly in Moslem and French-speaking 

countries on both sides of the Sahara Desert: Niger, Senegal, Mali, Tunisia, and Egypt. His 

five years of work in Egypt provided for multi-million dollar programs in family planning 

(FP) and their multi-media promotion, working particularly with the Egyptian State 

Information Service on culturally-sensitive FP messages and public information campaigns.  

He has also had shorter postings to Viêt-Nam and Peru. 

After returning to Israelin 1996, Art provided senior English editing services to Yad Vashem 

(all texts in the New Museum, Survivor Memoirs, Righteous Gentile Sagas, etc). In 1997, Art 

joined the Jerusalem Rotary Club serving as its Foundation President for three years.  For 

the past 11 years he has served as Program Chair bringing a wide variety of speakers to its 

weekly meetings. He is a Paul Harris Award recipient. In 2011, Art founded the non-

sectarian Jewish Covenant Alliance, R.A. to champion Jewish mission to the nations in the 

struggle against idolatrous regime evil in the world with website at 
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www.covenantalliance.org. His published OpEds and Letters as Aaron cover the full gamut 

of current geopolitical concerns. In response to social concerns, Art is on the Board of 

several organizations besides Rotary, including the Israel Interfaith Association.   

His wife, Nannie Beekman Braunstein, is newly retired from Yad Vashem. Their son, Ethan, 

is a current graduate of the Design Academy in Eindhoven, Holland, now working with the 

design teams of Piet Hein Ltd. 

New login details !!!!!!!!!!!!! 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you shortly. 
Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
No birthdays or anniversaries during this week. Best of health to all of you 
 

                                                                                                                                                       

  The President’s Corner 

 
The Ice Bucket Challenge, sometimes called the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, was an activity involving the dumping of 

a bucket of ice water over a person's head, either by another person or self-administered, to promote awareness 

of the disease amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, also known as motor neuron disease and in the U.S. as Lou 

Gehrig's disease) and encourage donations to research. The challenge was co-founded by Pat Quinn and Pete 

Frates. The Ice Bucket Challenge raised over $220M worldwide. Pat Quinn died just five days ago at the age of 37 

of ALS. Our thoughts are with his family.                  

                                                                                                                                                                             Dieter Ziulkowski  

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 25 November, the day of our meeting: 

1841 35 survivors of the mutiny on the slave ship Amistad return to Africa. La Amistad, Spanish for Friendship, 
was a 19th-century two-masted schooner, owned by a Spaniard living in Cuba. It became renowned in July 1839 
for a slave revolt by Mende captives, who had been captured by Portuguese slave hunters in Sierra Leone (in 
violation of all extant treaties) and brought to Cuba. Two Spanish plantation owners, Don José Ruiz and Don 
Pedro Montes, bought 53 captives (including four children) in Havana, Cuba and were transporting them on the 
ship to their plantations near Puerto Príncipe. The revolt began after the schooner's cook jokingly told the slaves 
that they were to be "killed, salted, and cooked". Sengbe Pieh, a Mende man, also known as Joseph Cinqué, 
unshackled himself and the others on the third day and started the revolt. They took control of the ship, killing 
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the captain and the cook. In the melee, three Africans were also killed. A US ship, the revenue cutter Washington, 
seized Amistad off Montauk Point in Long Island, New York. Pieh and his group escaped the ship but were caught 
off shore by citizens. They were incarcerated in New Haven, Connecticut, on charges of murder and piracy. 
Because of issues of ownership and jurisdiction, the case gained international attention. Known as United States 
v. The Amistad (1841), the case was finally decided by the Supreme Court of the United States in favor of the 
Mende, restoring their freedom. It became a symbol in the United States in the movement to abolish slavery. 

                                             

 

1897 Spain grants Puerto Rico autonomy, the liberal Spanish government agreed to grant limited self-government 
to the island by royal decree.  Originally populated by the indigenous Taíno people, Puerto Rico was colonized by 
Spain following the arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1493. It was contested by various other European powers, 
but remained a Spanish possession for the next four centuries. By the late 19th century, a distinct Puerto Rican 
identity began to emerge, based on a unique creole Hispanic culture and language that combined indigenous, 
African, and European elements. In 1898, following the Spanish–American War, the United States acquired 
Puerto Rico, which remains an unincorporated territorial possession, making it the world's oldest colony. Puerto 
Ricans have been citizens of the United States since 1917, and can move freely between the island and the 
mainland.  

1947 The 1st systematic Hollywood blacklist is instituted, denying employment to American entertainment 
professionals due to alleged Communist ties or sympathies. The Hollywood blacklist was the colloquial term for 
what was in actuality a broader entertainment industry blacklist put in effect in the mid-20th century in the 
United States during the early years of the Cold War. The blacklist involved the practice of denying employment 
to entertainment industry professionals believed to be or to have been Communists or sympathizers. Not just 
actors, but screenwriters, directors, musicians, and other American entertainment professionals were barred 
from work by the studios. This was usually done on the basis of their membership, alleged membership in, or 
even just sympathy with the Communist Party USA, or on the basis of their refusal to assist Congressional 
investigations into the party's activities. The first systematic Hollywood blacklist was instituted on November 25, 
1947, the day after ten writers and directors were cited for contempt of Congress for refusing to testify before 
the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC). The hearings began with appearances by Walt Disney and 
Ronald Reagan, then president of the Screen Actors Guild. Disney testified that the threat of Communists in the 
film industry was a serious one, and named specific people who had worked for him as probable Communists. 
Reagan testified that a small clique within his union was using "communist-like tactics" in attempting to steer 
union policy, but that he did not know if those (unnamed) members were communists or not, and that in any 
case he thought the union had them under control. In contrast, other leading Hollywood figures, including 
director John Huston and actors Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall, Judy Garland and Danny Kaye, organized the 
Committee for the First Amendment to protest the government's targeting of the film industry. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club Freetown, Sierra Leone, chartered in 1963 on the return to Africa of the 
surviving slaves of the ‘Amistad’ mutiny.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

  Slaves on ‘Amistad’                  Puerto Rico       Danny Kaye 
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  Some other news  
  
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting: 
 
 

                                       
 
 
News from the medical world:       
  

                                                               
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


