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Today’s Program  - "Religious Inspiration and Ecology" 

Rabbi Yonatan Neril, Founder and Executive Director The Interfaith Center for Sustainable 
Development , Jerusalem 
 
Rabbi Yonatan Neril founded and directs The Interfaith Center for Sustainable 
Development. Raised in California, Yonatan completed an M.A. and B.A. from Stanford 
University with a focus on global environmental issues, and received rabbinical ordination 
in Israel. Yonatan is coauthor of the bestselling book Eco Bible, published by ICSD, which 
shines new light on how the Hebrew Bible and great religious thinkers have urged human 
care and stewardship of nature for thousands of years as a central message of spiritual 
wisdom. He has spoken internationally on religion and the environment, including at the 
UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi, the Fez Climate Conscience Summit and the 
Parliament of World Religions. He co-organized ten interfaith environmental conferences 
in Jerusalem, New York City, Washington D.C., and Atlanta. He is the lead author of three 
books on Jewish environmental ethics and also co-authored three reports on faith and 
ecology courses in theological education. He lives with his wife, Shana and their two 
children in Jerusalem. 
 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
24 March, 2021 
tba 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Eco-Bible-Ecological-Commentary-Genesis/dp/173533880X/


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you 
shortly. Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 
Fellowship Greetings  
 
Happy anniversary to Shlomo and Yedida on 22 March. Happy birthday to Maureen Fain 
on 23 March. Have fun and enjoy your celebrations. 
 

                                          

                                                                                                    

  The President’s Corner 
 

Having exchanged some e-mails with our former President and member Nikolas Kircher in Bonn, Germany I like to 

convey his greetings to all of you. Nikolas mentioned that his friends at the Austrian Hospiz in the Old City have 

partially opened again. Café Triest is open from Wednesdays to Sundays; from 10 Uhr morning to 17 Uhr 

afternoon. If you have spare time and feel a little bored, just go to the Austrian Hospiz and enjoy their Sacher cake 

or Apple pie. Hopefully we can be back to ‘normal life’, even if only in steps for the time being. 

                                                                                                                                                                             Dieter Ziulkowski 

     International Toast – Rotary Club of  Staten Island 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 17 March, the day of our meeting: 

1829 Final performance by famous clown Joseph Grimaldi at a benefit performance at Sadler's Wells, London. 
Joseph Grimaldi (18 December 1778 – 31 May 1837) was an English actor, comedian and dancer, who became the 
most popular English entertainer of the Regency era. In the early 1800s, he expanded the role of Clown in the 
harlequinade that formed part of British pantomimes, notably at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and the Sadler's 
Wells and Covent Garden theatres. He became so dominant on the London comic stage that the harlequinade 
role of Clown became known as "Joey", and both the nickname and Grimaldi's whiteface make-up design were, 
and still are, used by other types of clowns. Grimaldi originated catchphrases such as "Here we are again!", which 
continue to feature in modern pantomimes. 

1898 John Philip Holland achieves successful test run for the first modern submarine off Staten Island, 
submerging for 1 hour 40 minutes. Holland (24 February 1841 – 12 August 1914) was an Irish engineer who 
developed the first submarine to be formally commissioned by the US Navy, and the first Royal Navy submarine, 
Holland 1. Holland, the second of four siblings, all boys, was born in a coastguard cottage in Liscannor, County 
Clare, Ireland where his father, John Sr., was a member of the Royal Coastguard Service. After his arrival in the 
United States, Holland slipped and fell on an icy Boston street and broke a leg. While recuperating from the injury 
in a hospital, he used his time to refine his submarine designs and was encouraged by Isaac Whelan, a priest. In 
1875, his submarine designs were submitted for consideration by the US Navy but were turned down as 
unworkable. The Fenians (Irish revolutionaries), however, continued to fund Holland's research and development 
expenses at a level that allowed him to resign from his teaching post. In 1878 he demonstrated the Holland I 
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prototype. In 1881, Fenian Ram was launched but, soon after, Holland and the Fenians parted company on bad 
terms over the issue of payment within the Fenian organisation, and between the Fenians and Holland. The 
submarine is now preserved at Paterson Museum, New Jersey. Holland continued to improve his designs and 
worked on several experimental boats that were not accepted by the US Navy, including Plunger. He was 
eventually succeeded with a privately built type initially named Holland VI, launched on 17 May 1897. This was 
the first submarine having power to run submerged for any considerable distance, and the first to combine 
electric motors for submerged travel and gasoline engines for use on the surface. She was purchased by the US 
Navy, on 11 April 1900, after rigorous tests and was commissioned on 12 October 1900 as USS Holland. Seven 
more of her type were ordered with five built at the Crescent Shipyard in Elizabeth, New Jersey and two built at 
Union Iron Works in California. The company that emerged from under these developments was called The 
Electric Boat Company, founded on 7 February 1899. Isaac Leopold Rice became the company's first president, 
with Elihu B. Frost acting as vice-president and chief financial officer. This company eventually evolved into the 
major defence contractor General Dynamics.  

                                             

 

1901 At a show in Paris 71 Vincent van Gogh paintings cause a sensation, 11 years after his death. The fame of 
Vincent van Gogh began to spread in France and Belgium during the last year of his life, and in the years after his 
death in the Netherlands and Germany. His fame reached its first peak in Austria and Germany before World War 
I (influencing a whole generation of German artists), and at the end of World War I in Switzerland. In 1901, 
Leclercq arranged a Van Gogh Exhibition at the Galerie Bernheim-Jeune in Paris . A little later in the year 1901, 
the Berlin Secessionists entered the scene, accompanied by the art dealers Bruno Cassirer and especially his 
cousin Paul, who set the pace for the years to come. In the last days of December, running through January 1902, 
Paul Cassirer organized the first van Gogh exhibition in Berlin, Germany. Minor exhibitions of some recently 
found early works were held in Rotterdam and Amsterdam in 1903 and 1904. Dresden's Brücke group, founded in 
1905 by artists Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Fritz Bleyl, Erich Heckel and Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, put on a series of 
exhibitions of Van Gogh's work in Germany in 1905 and 1908, having been introduced to his work by Paul 
Cassirer. March 5–22, 1908 Paul Cassirer organized another expo in Berlin which included the painting Peach 
Blossoms in the Crau lent by Anna Boch. Cassirer first established a market for Van Gogh, and then, with the 
assistance of Johanna van Gogh-Bonger (the widow of Vincent’s brother Theo), controlled market prices. 

Today we are toasting  the Rotary Club of Staten Island, chartered in 1921 on the successful trials and test of John 
Holland’s submarine on 17 March, 1898 

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski   
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  Some other news  
 
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 
                                                                                          
 

                     
 
 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


