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    This Week’s ProgramThis Week’s ProgramThis Week’s ProgramThis Week’s Program    
 
 

Ms. Lisa Bess Whitman, USFSO 
 Director, The American Center,  

Jerusalem 

"One Light from Jerusalem -  

The American Center" 
  

Lisa has been an American Foreign 

Service Officer since 2002, although 

she has been associated with the U.S. 

Department of State since 1991.  Her 

first assignment was as a Consular 

Officer in Tel Aviv from 2003 to 2005.  

A*er that, she served in O+awa,  

Canada; Washington, DC; Hanoi, Vietnam; and, now, as the Director of 

the American Center in Jerusalem.  She has also lived and worked in 

Hai1, Zambia, Senegal and Sweden.   

 

Lisa was raised in Greenville, South Carolina.  She received her  

Bachelor’s Degree from University of Pennsylvania and her Masters in 

Interna1onal Affairs from Columbia University where she focused on 

Security Studies and Middle East Studies.  She studied for a semester of 

her graduate work at the Dayan Center at Tel Aviv University.  Her first 

trip to Israel was in 1975 on a six-week youth group tour. 

 

Lisa speaks Hebrew and French and has studied Swedish, Arabic,  

Russian and Vietnamese.  She has a 23 year old daughter who is a 

Brandeis University graduate and an Israeli cat from the horse stable in 

Kfar Shmariyahu that her daughter found in 2004.   

Club OfficersClub OfficersClub OfficersClub Officers    
President:  

P/ David Lilienthal 

Secretary:  

R/ Geert Cohen Stuart 

Treasurer: 

R/ Robert Hammer 

Immediate Past           

President:  

P/P Dan Shanit 

President Elect: 

P/P David Seligman 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 

P/P Yaron Amitai 

P/P Don Edelstein 

P/P Richard Fain 

P/P Eli Kenner 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

PDG Irène Lewitt  

R/ Perry Roded 

R/ Uri Savir 

Upcoming ProgramsUpcoming ProgramsUpcoming ProgramsUpcoming Programs    

May 9 

Lunch meeting: 13:00 

Details to follow 

May 16 

Lunch meeting: 13:00 

Details to follow 

June 15 

DG Changeover 

June 20 

JRClub Changeover 

See more and earlier on 

our website 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.

org/program-bulletin and 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.

org/news 

Before ms. Whitman we will welcome mr. Phil Silvers, one of the 

past RI Directors who - at short notice - is visiting Israel for just one 

day. He will address us for a few minutes. For his bio, see page 2. 
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Rotary Club of Berlin Unter Den Linden 

Website:  h+ps://berlin-unter-den-linden.rotary.de  

Founded in January 2010 

Mee1ng at Hotel de Rome 

Behrenstraße 37, 10117 Berlin, Germany 

Tel.: +49 30 4606090  
 

Currently our club 

counts 42 members. 

They bring knowledge 

and insights into the 

areas from jus1ce,  

administra1on,  

medicine and economics 

to art, music, media and PR.  

70% of our members are between 40 and 59 years old, 

the percentage of women in our club is 33%. 
 

We meet weekly on Monday to have dinner together. 

We appreciate the contact with each other, which  

enables new insights and exchanges in addi1on to 

one's professional life. And we appreciate the  

impulses that we receive from the weekly invited 

speakers from various fields of art, culture, science 

and business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Hour Program 

This choice of club 

to toast was  

double edged: for 

us the 2nd of May 

had in 1945 had, if 

not happy, at least  

feelings of relief.  

For most Germans 

it was another 

bi+er defeat: the 

Fall of Berlin.  But 

this is a young club 

and most of the 

parents of the 

members must 

have been children at the 1me of the Shoah.  

This way our toast to this club can be a sign of hope 

for peace and reconcilia1on everywhere. 

 

The International ToastThe International ToastThe International ToastThe International Toast 

 

Before the talk by ms Whitman, we will be addressed with greetings from 

Rotary International by one of its past directors,  

PRID Philip J. Silvers, PhD. 

Phil is a research and strategic planning professional who had a 28-year career in higher 

education administration and teaching Research Methods at the graduate level. He has 

directed more than 100 program evaluation projects, some multi-million-dollar  

longitudinal econometric studies for U.S. government agencies. 

 

He chaired the Rotary Foundation Cadre of Technical Advisors 2014-18, a committee of The Rotary Foundation 

with 21 Technical Coordinators and >700 Technical Advisors.  He designed and coordinates the evaluation  

research for Rotary Family Health Days in seven African countries and in India which serve more than a half 

million indigent people each year.  His 2015 Global Grant, Strengthening Diagnostics in Rural Uganda 

Healthcare, was selected by the Centennial Committee to be featured at the Atlanta convention as an exemplary 

project.  He led, or participated in, eight Vocational Training Teams. 
 

Phil served on the RI Board of Directors 2008-2010 where he was training moderator for incoming board  

members, board liaison to the Rotary Foundation Trustees, and chair of the Administration Committee.  
 

Phil and Kathleen are members of the Paul Harris Society, Arch C. Klumph Society, and they have a TRF Donor 

Advised Fund, Gift Annuity, and Charitable Remainder Trust. 
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P/P AMBASSADOR BENAD AVITAL  לז"  

 

It is with great sadness that we take leave of Benad 

Avital ז"ל, who passed away last Wednesday 25th April.   
 

Benad joined the Jerusalem Rotary Club in 1992, he 

served on many committees and was President in the 

Rotary 1995-96 year.  He was an active member of the 

club and gave generously of his time on many  

occasions.   

 

On retiring from the Israel Foreign Service, where he 

served with distinction, he continued with his  

commitment to community service by being actively 

involved in the Retired Members Group of the Foreign 

Service project, that awarded university scholarships 

to Ethiopian students.  

 

When his health deteriorated and he was no longer 

able to fully participate in our club’s activities he was 

unanimously elected to be an Honorary Member. 

 

Benad had a multifaceted career that reflected his 

many talents.  Journalist, film maker, author and guide, 

with all the variations that came with such a mix.  He 

told wonderful stories that reflected his experiences 

and as these where coloured by his very English 

sense of humour, they were a delight to listen to.   

 

A large man with an engaging warm smile, Benad will 

be missed and remembered with warm affection. 

 

We join Miriam and the family in the sadness of their 

loss and wish them all comfort as they celebrate the 

life of Benad. 

 

 May his memory be blessed     יהיה זכרו ברוך   -   
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Rotary Minute 
 

The	State	of	Rotary’s	Membership	–	

presentation	now	available	

Rotary’s members are our greatest assets. When our membership 

is strong, our clubs are more vibrant, Rotary has greater visibility, 

and our members have more resources to help communities  

flourish. 

Have a look at this 15 minute video that is made to help us learn 

who is joining — and who is leaving Rotary — and the opportuni-

ties we all have to make membership a top priority:   

https://vimeo.com/channels/rotarymembership/266127857 

The same presentation is also produced as a PowerPoint presenta-

tion with 15 PowerPoint slides and speaker notes. It is made to be 

shared, so that it is easy to regionalize it so as  to create a custom 

presentation for the Rotarians in your club and others interested. 

To download the PowerPoint presentation and adapt it, go to 

my.rotary.org/en/document/state-membership-presentation.  

 

WOMEN IN ROTARY  

A Few Rotary Statistics 

* In District 2490 - our District -– there are four all male clubs and 

one all-female club. 

* There are 242,560 woman Rotarians in the world which equates 

to 20.91% of Rotary’s worldwide membership. 

* 82.74% of clubs worldwide have female members. 

* There are 7,857 (22.95%) female club presidents in the world 

* There are 96 (18.73%) female district governors. 

* History of Women in Rotary page; 

https://www.rotary.org/en/history-women-rotary 

* Archived article: “The White House honors Rotary women for 

their humanitarian service”; 

https://my.rotary.org/en/Node/174146 

* Announcement, “Rotary honors six women for leadership and 

humanitarian service”; 

https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/announcements/rotary-

honors-six-women-leadership-and-humanitarian-service.  
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        Happy HourHappy HourHappy HourHappy Hour    
 

 

 

 

 

Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Mee1ng at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Mee1ngs are conducted in English. Visi1ng 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

 

 

Luncheon/Dinner cost: ₪75, students and lone 

soldiers: ₪50. For Kosher meals please book in 

advance. For this and other inquiries, go to our  

website www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

and click on the Contact/Links tab", 

and use the Contact Form.    

I was going to make myself a belt 

made out of watches, but then I  

realized it would be a waist of time. 

Did you hear about the auto body 

shop that just opened?  

It comes highly wreck-a-mended. 

Q. What’s the difference between a 

hippo and a Zippo?  

A. A hippo is really heavy, and a  

Zippo is a little lighter. 

Q. Why can’t you run through a 

campground?  

A. You can only ran,  

because it’s past tents. 

What do you call a thieving alligator?  

A Crook-odile 


