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Today’s Program   -  "Bollywood's Stars of David" 
 
 Gil Zohar - Author, Jounalist and Tour Guide, Jerusalem 
 

Born in Toronto, Canada, Gil Zohar moved to Jerusalem in 1982. A licensed tour 
guide and journalist, he writes extensively about religion and the Middle East for 
http://www.ReligionUnplugged.com and The Jerusalem Post. 

As a tour guide, he loves to weave together the region’s multiple narratives.  

On a recent trip to India, he explored Calcutta’s all but extinct Jewish community, 
and learned of the Baghdadi Jews and Jewesses who helped found Bollywood a 
century ago. 

He can be reached at gilzohar@rogers.com or 0524.817.482. 

 
  

 
 
Foundation Greetings and  
Foundation Thoughts of the Week: 
 
Ronit Zwebner will celebrate her birthday on September 19th ! 
Florence Ziulkowski will blow out her birthday candles on September 22!      
Healthy and Happy Birthdays to you both! 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
25 September 2019 
Dr. Ofer Konig 
"Israel National Elections 
-- Quo Vadis" 
 
 
 
 



Foundation Thought of the Week: 
 
Judah HaNasi wrote:  "I learned much from my teachers, more from my colleagues, 
and most from my pupils".  
 
and Moses Ibn Ezra said, "If you do not want to bear the light burden of education, 
you will have to bear the heavy burden of ignorance". 
 
Demonstrate your belief in education by supporting our Foundation! 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 

    The President’s Corner  
 
Many thanks to all members who have paid the annual membership. All other members, who did not have time 
yet to make a transfer, mail a cheque or hand over cash – please, please do pay your membership fee latest by 
the end of this month!  
 
                            
 

   International Toast – Rotary Club Moscow International 

 

1812 Great Fire of Moscow burns out after 5 days, 75% of the city destroyed and 12,000 killed. The Fire of 
Moscow broke out on 14 September 1812, when Russian troops and most of the remaining residents abandoned 
the city of Moscow just ahead of Napoleon's vanguard troops entering the city after the Battle of Borodino. The 
fire all but destroyed the city, which had been mostly abandoned by its residents the previous month. Ivan 
Katayev (1911) summarized losses as 3/4 of all properties in the city: 6,496 of 9,151 private houses (this total 
included 6,584 wooden and 2,567 brick buildings); 8,251 retail shops and warehouses; 122 of 329 churches 
(counting total losses only). Some 12,000 bodies were recovered of which an estimated 2,000 were wounded 
Russian soldiers perished in the fire. Moscow State University, Buturlin's library, Petrovsky and Arbatsky theaters 
were completely destroyed. 
 

Moscow burning Louis Comfort Tiffany and his art 

artapproducproducts 

Sabra and Shatila 



 
 
 

1837 Charles Lewis Tiffany and John B. Young co-found a "stationery and fancy goods emporium" in New York 
City, later renamed in 1853 as "Tiffany & Co." Tiffany & Co. is an American luxury jewelry and specialty retailer 
headquartered in New York City. It sells jewelry, sterling silver, china, crystal, stationery, fragrances, water 
bottles, watches and personal accessories, as well as some leather goods. The company was founded in 1837 by 
the jeweler Charles Lewis Tiffany and became famous in the early 20th century under the artistic direction of his 
son Louis Comfort Tiffany. 
 

1982 Sabra and Shatila massacres - Christian militia massacre at least 700 Palestinians in retaliation for 
assassination of Bachir Gemayel. The Sabra and Shatila massacre was the killing of between 460 and 3,500 
civilians, mostly Palestinians and Lebanese Shiites, by a militia close to the Kataeb Party, also called Phalange, a 
predominantly Christian Lebanese right-wing party in the Sabra neighborhood and the adjacent Shatila refugee 
camp in Beirut, Lebanon. In 1983, the Israeli Kahan Commission, appointed to investigate the incident, found that 
Israeli military personnel, aware that a massacre was in progress, had failed to take serious steps to stop it. The 
commission deemed Israel indirectly responsible, and Ariel Sharon, then Defense Minister, bore personal 
responsibility "for ignoring the danger of bloodshed and revenge", forcing him to resign.  

This week we are toasting the Rotary Club of Moscow International on the remarkable event of the Moscow great 
fire. A tragedy for Moscow’s citizens and historical heritage. In the same time this event turned the Napoleon war 
against Russia. The French army retreated one month after this event on 18 October, 1812. 

Rotary Club Moscow International was chartered in May 2001. Moscow belongs to the Rotary District of Sweden. 

                                                                                                                                                                                Dieter Ziulkowski 

  Some other news 
 
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be ordered until 90 minutes 
before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


