
 

  

Club Officers 
President:  
P/ Dan  Shanit 

Secretary:  
PDG Irène Lewitt 
Executive Secretary: 
David Seligman   

Treasurer: 
R/ Robert S. Hammer 

Immediate Past  
President:   
P/P Yaron Amitai 

President Elect  
David Lilienthal  

Board Members: 

P/P  Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

P/P David Seligman 

P/P Kern Wisman 

R/ Art Braunstein 

R/ Tony Kolankiewicz 

R/ Perry Roded 

Upcoming Programs       

11 Feb  Tu Be Shvaat 
 
15 Feb—Lunch 
R/Sari Taha 
Tech Hub Program Manager 
“Business Development for 
A New City—Rawabi” 
 
22 Feb—Dinner 
Sherwin Pomerantz, CEO 
Atid – E.D.I. Ltd.  
“State-to-State Environmen-
tal Commerce”  
 

01 Mar—Lunch- Very Special 

Prof, Irwin Cotler  

Chair Raoul Wallenberg Center 
for Human Roghts 

“Attempted Delegitimization of 
Israel  under Universal Values” 

 

Suggestions for speakers or sub-
jects for a talk or discussion are 
welcome. 
Please write to the Chair of the 
Program Committee, Art Braun-
stein, via the Contact Form on 
our website. 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

   This Week’s Program 

 

Dr. Susan Hattis 

Columnist at The Jerusalem Post 

“ Can One Define a Knesset Member’s Job ?” 

 

Dr. Susan Hattis was born in Haifa in 1943 
to liberal parents who made Aliya from  
Chicago in 1932.   
Her original ambition was to be a ballet 
dancer, but after a year at ballet school in 
the U.K. she decided on an academic  
career.   
 

Susan studied international relations, economics and international law at 
the London School of Economics and at the Geneva Institute for Higher  
International Studies, where she completed her doctorate in 1970.   
 
Susan had a varied career that included teaching at the Hebrew University, 
working for the late MK Yigal Allon, writing a column for the Jerusalem Post 
(as of the early 1980s) and other publications, and working in the Knesset 
in research and information. 
 
Susan retired from the Knesset in December 2010, and has, since then, 
been involved in research on “The Job of Being a Knesset Member” soon to 
be published in book form.  
 
She also works as a volunteer in the Jerusalem Botanical Garden on its bo-
tanical database and library), and writing a column for the Jerusalem Post.   
 
Dr. Susan Hattis has had three daughters, the eldest was killed in Chile in 
1995. Susan has two granddaughters.   
 

Susan has been a member of the Israel Labor Party since the 1980s. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

There are always events going on , in Israel and world wide!  Please take note  and  try to attend as 

many as possible.  I am sure that you will have a great time. 

 

Please remember the  invitation from our District to the annual Rotary 

International birthday celebration coupled with Tu Bishvat on the 10th 

of February 2017 at the Paul Harris Forest (North of the  Ein Zeitim 

crossroads).  

 

 

There is also a major event in Atlanta !  10-14 June 2017  

Please go  onto our website  

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/next-ri-convention 

And get all the details! 

 

 

 

You might enjoy this video :) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRxzXPkbpnc&ab_channel=Cracked  

 

I wish you all a very good week till the next Bulletin ! 

 

 

 

 

Rosa 

 

 

 

From your Editor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRxzXPkbpnc&ab_channel=Cracked
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ABOUT TU B’SHVAT  

BY   TRACEY R RICH  

 
Significance: The "new year" for calculating the age of 
trees 

Length: 1 day 

Customs: eating fruit or the Seven Species; planting 
trees (or paying for planting them)  

 

When you come to the land and you plant any tree, 

you shall treat its fruit as forbidden; for three years it 

will be forbidden and not eaten. In the fourth year, all 

of its fruit shall be sanctified to praise the L-RD. In 

the fifth year, you may eat its fruit.-Leviticus 19:23-25 

 

There are four new years... the first of Shevat is the 

new year for trees according to the ruling of Beit 

Shammai; Beit Hillel, however, places it on the fif-

teenth of that month. -Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1 

 

Tu B'Shevat, the 15th day of the Jewish month of Shevat, 

is a holiday also known as the New Year for Trees. The 

word "Tu" is not really a word; it is the number 15 in 

Hebrew, as if you were to call the Fourth of July "Iv Ju-

ly" (IV being 4 in Roman numerals).  

See Hebrew Alphabet for more information about us-

ing letters as numbers and why the number 15 is writ-

ten this way. 

As  I mentioned in Rosh Hashanah, Judaism has several 

different "new years." This is not as strange a concept 

as it sounds at first blush; in America, we have the  

calendar year (January-December), the school year 

(September-June), and many businesses have fiscal 

years. It's basically the same idea with the various  

Jewish new years. 

Tu B'Shevat is the new year for the purpose of  

calculating the age of trees for tithing. See Lev. 19:23-

25, which states that fruit from trees may not be eaten 

during the first three years; the fourth year's fruit is 

for G-d, and after that, you can eat the fruit. Each tree is 

considered to have aged one year as of Tu B'Shevat, so 

if you planted a tree on Shevat 14, it begins its second 

year the next day, but if you plant a tree two days later, 

on Shevat 16, it does not reach its second year until the 

next Tu B'Shevat. 

Tu B'Shevat is not mentioned in the Torah. It  found only 

one reference to it in the Mishnah, and the only thing 

said there is that it is the new year for trees, and there 

is a dispute as to the proper date for the holiday (Beit 

Shammai said the proper day was the first of Shevat; 

Beit Hillel said the proper day was the 15th of Shevat. 

As usual, we follow Beit Hillel. For more on Hillel and 

Shammai, see Sages and Scholars). 

 

Customs  

There are few customs or observances 

related to this holiday. One custom is to 

eat a new fruit on this day, or to eat from 

the Seven Species (shivat haminim)  

described in the Bible as being abundant in the land 

of Israel. The Shivat Haminim are: wheat, barley, 

grapes (vines), figs, pomegranates, olives and dates 

(honey) (Deut. 8:8). You can make a nice vegetarian 

pilaf from the shivat haminim: a bed of cooked bulgar 

wheat or wheat berries and barley, topped with figs, 

dates, raisins (grapes), and pomegranate seeds, 

served with a dressing of olive oil, balsamic vinegar 

(grapes) and pomegranate juice. 

Some people plant trees on this day. In my childhood, 

Jewish children commonly went around collecting 

money to plant trees in Israel at this time of year. 

In the 16th century, kabbalists, developed a seder ritu-

al conceptually similar to the Pesach (Passover) seder, 

discussing the spiritual significance of fruits and of the 

shivat haminim. This custom spread primarily 

in Sephardic communities, but in recent years it has 

been getting more attention among Ashkenazim. 

Aish.com provides a traditional text for this seder. 

 

Some recipes for this Holiday 

http://www.aish.com/h/15sh/r/Tu-BShvat-7-

Species-Menu.html 
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Joggling the mind Joggling the mind !! 

LAST WEEK’S  WORD FINDER 

politician 

See all the words!!! 

http://wordsolver.net/solve#!q=politician&dic=d_twl&type=st_anagram&ml=10 

 

NEW WORD FINDER 

singular 

12 Differences to be 

found 
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA,  
26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 
The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 
meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 
soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  
For this and other enquiries please contact us 
through the Contact section on the website. 

 
Please visit our website: 
www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy Hour 

 
For all you experts on the English language, enjoy an amazing 2 letter English word. 
 
 A reminder that one word in the English language that can be a noun, verb, adjective, adverb and preposition.      UP    
Read until the end ...  you'll laugh.    
 
 This two-letter word  in English has more meanings than any other  two-letter word, and that word is 'UP.'  It is listed in  the 
dictionary as an [adv.], [prep.], [adj.], [n]  or [v].    
It's easy to  understand UP, meaning toward the sky  or at the top of the list, but when we awaken in  the morning, why do we 
wake UP?    
 
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do we speak UP, and why are the  officers UP for election and why is  it UP 
to  the secretary to write UP a  report?  We call UP our friends, brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers 
and clean UP the kitchen.  We lock UP the house and fix UP the old car.    
 
At other times, this  little word has real special meaning.   People stir UP trouble, line UP for tickets,  work UP an appetite, and 
think UP excuses.    
 
To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed  UP is special.   And this  UP is confusing:  A  drain must be opened UP because it is 
stopped UP. 
 
We open  UP a store in the morning  but we close it UP at night.  We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!    
 
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP,  look UP the word UP in the dictionary.   In a desk-sized dictionary, it 
takes UP almost 1/4 of the page and can add  UP  to about thirty  definitions.    
 
If you are  UP to it,  you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is  used.  It will take UP a lot of your time, but if you 
don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more.    
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.  When the sun comes out, we say it is clearing UP.  When it rains, the earth 
soaks it UP.  When it does not rain for a while, things dry UP.  One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP, for now . . . my 
time is UP!   
 
Oh . . . one more thing:  What is the first thing you do in  the morning and the last thing you do at  night?    
 
U   P   !  Did that one crack  you UP?    
 
Don't screw UP.  Send this on to everyone you look UP in your address book .  . . or not . . . it's UP to you.   
 
Now I'll shut UP! 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org

