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Today’s Program 
 

 

TERRY DAVIDSON 
Counselor for Public Affairs 

U.S. Embassy 
 

“US-Israel Relations in a 
Changing Middle East” 

 
 
 
Terry Davidson is a Public Diplomacy track officer with the U.S. 
Foreign Service.  He has worked on cultural affairs and press 
outreach for most of his 30-year career, serving in Mexico City, 
Rangoon, Bogota, Quito, Brasilia, Baku, Kabul, and Washington, 
D.C.  He arrived in Tel Aviv as the Public Affairs Officer in 
September 2017 after serving two years in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
 

During his Washington assignments, Terry has served as a 
Pentagon liaison for international exchanges, the spokesman for 
the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs, and as the 
Diplomat in Residence for the Washington DC Metro Region, 
leading efforts to recruit the next generation of diplomats and 
foreign affairs professionals for the Department of State.  
 

Before joining the Foreign Service in 1988, Terry worked as a 
reporter and editor for newspapers in Boston and San Diego.   
Married to State Department Management Officer Karen 
Davidson, also posted to Israel, they have two children.  He 
earned a journalism degree (BJ) from the University of Missouri 
and a MS in strategic studies from the National Defense 
University.  
 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

7 November  R/ Dieter 
Ziulowski “Far Eastern 
Adventures of a 
Travelling 
Consultant” 
 

14 November  
Ms. Hyung-Ju-Myung  
"East Asian Media 
and Israel"  
 
21 November  t.b.a. 
 



The President’s Corner  
 

What a troubled world. There is no need to repeat the sad litany without having the horrors of the past week 

piled onto the wretched collection. There are problems here but the news from the U.S. 

this past week has concerned us all as the possibility of escalation and copy-cat violence 

can be expected both there and here. It is difficult to accept the increase in antisemitism 

with equanimity as it appears to grow on a world-wide scale. Words leading to incitement, 

to small acts of graffiti and defacement, to individual violence, to group attacks and on to 

state approved extremism. We have lived through it.  
 

The massacre at the Tree of Life (Etz Hayim) synagogue in Pittsburgh is an awful reminder that there are 

human hatreds far more virulent and ancient than those that animate our current political divisions. 

The killer of 11 human beings on the Sabbath morning was an antisemite who was out to kill Jews. 

The murderous attack in the synagogue that left a community in mourning, a country in shock and 

many around the world in bewilderment, must make one look beyond immediate causes. The roots of 

this evil go much deeper and it has a centuries old history that makes it difficult to combat as 

antisemitism merges with other prejudices and hatreds. However its uniqueness becomes clearer 

when we familiarise ourselves with the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 

generally accepted definition of antisemitism. 
 

“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward 
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish 
or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions 
and religious facilities.” 

 

The IHRA) definition specifies 11 contemporary examples of antisemitism”, while stating that there may be 
others. These are: 
 

1. Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or harming of Jews in the name of a radical ideology or 
an extremist view of religion. 

2. Making mendacious, dehumanising, demonising, or stereotypical allegations about Jews as such 
or the power of Jews as collective — such as, especially but not exclusively, the myth about a 
world Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, government or other societal 
institutions. 

3. Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or imagined wrongdoing committed by a 
single Jewish person or group, or even for acts committed by non-Jews. 

4. Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms (e.g. gas chambers) or intentionality of the genocide of the 
Jewish people at the hands of National Socialist Germany and its supporters and accomplices 
during World War II (the Holocaust). 

5. Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust. 
6. Accusing Jewish citizens of being more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of Jews 

worldwide, than to the interests of their own nations. 
7. Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of 

a State of Israel is a racist endeavor. 
8. Applying double standards by requiring of it a behavior not expected or demanded of any other 

democratic nation. 
9. Using the symbols and images associated with classic antisemitism (e.g., claims of Jews killing 

Jesus or blood libel) to characterise Israel or Israelis. 
10. Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis. 
11. Holding Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel. 

 
David Seligman 



International Toast  

Rotary Club Cairo Royal, Cairo, Egypt 

History is fascinating as we look at events each week as they occurred over the 

centuries. This week some remarkable happenings: 

- 29 October 1923    Mustafa Kemal officially confirmed Turkey as a Republic 

-  

- 30 October 1896    Martha Hughes Cannon of Utah became the first female 

Senator of the USA 

-  

- 31 October 1992    The Roman Catholic Church 

reinstated astronomer and physicist Galileo Galilei after 

359 years (finally the earth turns around the sun!) 

 

- 1 November 1930 Coronation of Rastafari Makonnen as Haile Selassi I, 225th 

Emperor of the Ethopian Solomonic Dynasty. His title: “Lion of Judah” 

-  

- 4 November 1922    Howard Carter discovered the tomb of Tut Ankh Amun in 

Egypt 

  Tutankhamun was the Egyptian pharaoh of the 18th dynasty (ruled c. 1332–1323 BC). His 
original name, Tutankhaten, means "Living Image of Aten", while Tutankhamun means "Living 
Image of Amun". Aten and Amun being two of the Egyptian deities.  The 1922 discovery by 

Howard Carter of Tutankhamun's nearly intact 

tomb, received worldwide press coverage. Carter’s 
excavation was funded by funded by Lord 

Carnarvon. It sparked a renewed public interest in 
ancient Egypt, for which Tutankhamun's mask, 
now in the Egyptian Museum of antiquities in 

Cairo , remains the popular symbol. 
 
Tutankhamun reversed several changes made 
during his father's reign. He ended the worship of 
the god Aten and restored the god Amun to 

supremacy. The ban on the cult of Amun was lifted and traditional privileges were 
restored to its priesthood. The capital was moved back to Thebes and the city of 
Akhetaten abandoned.  
 
Today we toast the Rotary Club Cairo Royal on the occasion of the discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
 

Dieter Ziulkowski 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharaoh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighteenth_Dynasty_of_Egypt
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thebes,_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhetaten


 From our Archive 

Troubled Times 

 
          Between 1933 and 1936 the Jewish 
population of Palestine rose from 230,000 
to 400,000. The country reached a level of 
prosperity never before thought possible. 
But the Arab leaders decided that they had 
to take strong action to bring an end to 
Jewish immigration. On 15 April 1936 they 
began a general strike which turned into 
violent attacks on Jewish lives and 
property. In May this violence almost 
became a full revolt and the British 
authorities took strong action to suppress 
it. The “troubles” were to endure until 
1940. 
 
          Against this background, it is hardly 
surprising that Rotary, with its peaceful 
ideals, went through a difficult period. For 
some months, either no Board meetings 
were held or no minutes were kept.  
 
          The riots caused great misery and 
suffering to all sections of the population. 
Rotarian Ollendorff reported on 23 
November 1938 that one third of the Arab 
and Jewish children were short of shoes 
and clothing for the winter and that they 
were not getting adequate nourishment. 
The idea of a world-wide appeal for relief 
was bruitedbut was turned down because 
of vigorous opposition. 
 

          The following article, written by 
Governor Baron Bilt, first appeared in 
Rotary’s monthly letter: 

 

ROTARY IN PALESTINE 
 

Let nobody think that the Rotarians 
in Palestine are losing heart 
because of the terrorism rampant in 
that country, bombs even having 
been thrown at a distinguished 
Rotarian. Brave and cheerful are the 
words to characterise our Palestine 
brothers, who carry on business as 
usual in spite of many tribulations. 
European Secretary Struthers 
recently wrote to Jerusalem: “It may 
seem a small thing to be thrilled 
about but I really did get a thrill when 
I picked up this morning’s mail the 
programme for November of the 
Rotary Club of Jerusalem, because 
it indicates how splendid you are all 
carrying on in face of the extremely 
difficult conditions under which you 
are all living in Jerusalem. Haifa has 
just as many smiling and undaunted 
Rotarians.  And the Jaffa-Tel Aviv 
Rotary Club even publishes a book 
of jokes….” 
If Rotary did nothing more in 
Jerusalem than hold weekly 
meetings at which members of 
different nationalities and creeds 
are inspired through good 
fellowship and contact with 
others, to carry on life in a bigger 
and better way, in service to 
others, that one result alone has 
justified the existence of Rotary.” 

 

r  

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem 
International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of every month it 
meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 vovers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 



 


