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    This Week’s ProgramThis Week’s ProgramThis Week’s ProgramThis Week’s Program    

 

BRENDAN McSHARRY, OBE 

Director, the British Council 

 

 “The importance of inter-cultural relations 

and dialogue worldwide”	 

  

Brendan McSharry started his professional 

career in 1971, when he took up a post as an 

occupa�onal training coordinator at the then 

Department of Employment in London.  

From 1975, he began a career in overseas  

cultural rela�ons, educa�on and training,  

working first as a teacher of English as a  

Foreign Language educator in Sweden, then 

Italy and then as an educa�onal and cultural manager in the adult 

and aid development sectors, serving in countries across  

4 con�nents, mostly for the Bri�sh Council.  

He has also been a country director for the Bri�sh Council in  

Yemen, Zambia, Bahrain, Iraq, Nepal and la.erly the Pales�nian  

Territories.  He is the Director of the Bri�sh Council in the  

Pales�nian Territories and Levant Cluster Lead based in Jerusalem.  

Brendan graduated from the Universi�es of Wales (BA English &  

History), Exeter (PGCE) and Leeds (MA in Linguis�cs & ELT).   

He is a University of Cambridge CELTA and DELTA tutor and assessor, 

and an Associate Fellow of the Chartered Ins�tute of Marke�ng.  

In 1994 he was awarded an MBE for services to educa�on and in 2012 

an OBE for services to cultural diplomacy in Iraq. 
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P/P David Seligman 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 
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Upcoming ProgramsUpcoming ProgramsUpcoming ProgramsUpcoming Programs    
March 7 

 

Programs will soon be  

announced, keep  

checking on our website 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem

.org/program-bulletin 

 

 

March 16 

ME TOO: Ethics  

Conference, see 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem

.org/2018-ethics-

conference 

 

June 20 !!! 

JRC  CHANGEOVER 

Details to follow 
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It was a picture-perfect day: bright blue sky, 

puffy white clouds here and there, and spring-

time growth emerging abundantly in fields all 

around. That was the backdrop as 13 members 

of the Rotary Club of Jerusalem boarded a 

small bus to go to the Paul Harris Peace Forest 

just outside Tzfat, some three hours’ drive north 

of Jerusalem.  

This forest, created some 40 years ago, is a 

quintessential Rotary project. In creating it, the 

Tzfat Club developed a beautiful, natural  

forested park for the enjoyment of the folks 

who live in and near Tzfat, and also for the 

many visitors who come to enjoy the Upper 

Galilee with its beautiful scenery, moderate 

climate, and many sites both archeological and 

religious. In creating the Paul Harris Peace  

Forest, the Tzfat Rotary Club also made a bold 

gesture toward environmental sustainability 

and a gentle yet firm statement about Rotary’s 

commitment to peace. 

We were visiting the Paul Harris Peace Forest 

because the global President of Rotary  

International, Ian Riseley of Australia, was  

visiting the District to which all the Israeli clubs 

belong. At the Peace Forest, monumental 

stones are carved with 

the names of the  

Presidents of the Tzfat 

Rotary Club, and others 

with the names of the 

presidents of world-wide 

Rotary International. 

Flags flew exuberantly 

over the site. 

It was inspiring to see clubs from all over Israel 

come together to celebrate the mission of  

Rotary. The pride in the Peace Forest was  

evident. Sadly, the Rotary Club of  Tzfat had, 

over the years, aged and dwindled in numbers, 

to the point that the Club was forced to close 

several years ago. Nevertheless, the Peace  

Forest lives on in tribute to the vision of those 

club members who started it so many decades 

ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Efforts to establish a new club in Tzfat continue, 

and the current District Governor announced 

that plans are underway to create a second 

Peace Forest in the Negev, in the south of Israel. 

In a brief ceremony, 

 President Riseley thanked 

the clubs for their  

hospitality, and helped the 

current District Governor of 

Rotary in Israel to “unveil” 

the portion of the stone now 

carved with Riseley’s name. 

Then, everyone climbed the 

hill beyond to the spot a few 

hundred yards into the  

forest where President 

Riseley planted a tree with 

his own hands. 

Finished with the ceremonials, and ready for 

lunch and libations after the long journey, we 

found our way to a vineyard and dairy farm 

nearby — a gem of the Upper Galilee. Hidden 

away in an industrial park was a beautiful  

facility — selling wines amid the fields of 

grape vines all around, and serving numerous 

cheeses all based on the milk of goats that the  

  dairy raises. We were soon 

  served a delightful lunch of 

  cheeses, homemade bread,  

  salads and delicate omelets that  

  fortified us for the long trip  

  home. More than a few of us left  

  with some wine, cheese or other  

  goodies purchased as we  

  departed. 

Perhaps the most important element of the day 

was living out the most fundamental trait of Ro-

tary — the fellowship and  

camaraderie that we shared on the journey. 

Amid Israel’s beautiful scenery and the details 

both sublime and mundane of our purpose, we 

all got to know each other a bit better. 

The club visit to the Paul Harris Peace Forest  

with RI President Ian Risely, 21/2/2018 

The following text is a shortened version of  a 

blog by Kathleen Schatzberg. For the full  

version, see https://kathleenschatzberg.com  
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                                          February 20, 2018 

   Dear Ian and Juliet 

Fellow Rotarians  

 

In 1963, members of the Rotary Club of Safed decided to honor the 

founder of the Rotary organization Paul Harris who had died a few 

years before, by developing here where we are now standing a forest 

to be named after Paul Harris. 

 

At first, it was a modest project of the Rotary Club of Safed. It was well integrated into the  

extensive forestation process that took place throughout the country at that time. For the first 

time, the club of Safed merged vision with action which led other Rotary clubs also to became 

partners. 

 

As time passed, the forest management was transferred from the club of 

Safed to the Ramle Club. This club encourages Rotarians here and  

overseas to plant trees in order to continue developing the forest. 
 

Unfortunately, the Safed Club, whose members had grown older, did not 

succeed in renewing itself, and after 40 years it had to close down. But 

the forest remains as a source of joy and enjoyment for thousands of  

visitors. And tere is another point that makes us proud: this is the only 

forest in the world that bears the name of Paul Harris. 

 

It is important to say a few words about Rotary club in Safed.  
There have been quite a few attempts to establish a new Rotary club in 

Safed, but the city, which is considered one of the four holy cities in  

Israel, has changed its face and population composition, and the task has 

become more and more difficult. 
 

This does not mean that we give up on this, it just means we have to be creative.  

A medical school has been established in the city and there are many efforts to bring young 

people to live here. Thus our mission will be to reach them and together with them to try to  

develop a new Rotary club. 

 

In this exciting moment I would like to share with you great news. Recently PDG  

decided to expand our activity and develop a new forest in the south of the country in the  

Negev. The new forest will be the Rotary Forest in the Negev. We believe it will give us the 

same joy as does this forest and also promote the Rotary name. 

 

Finally I would like to thank to my friends assistant governor Itzik Kirshenbaum, and Ze'ev  

Kessari for their efforts and for the  wonderful job they did here. 

 
Thank you all, 

 

Alon Bendet 

RC Beer Sheva 

DG Elect 2018-2019  

 

THE	WELCOME	ADDRESS	BY	ALON	BENDET,	

THE	INCOMING	DISTRICT	GOVERNOR	2018-19		

at	the	Paul	Harris	Forest	ceremony	2018	
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Photographs from the club visit to the  
Paul Harris Peace Forest  21-2-2018 

If you look carefully you will see  

“Salah Shabbati’s nameboards” 
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Rotary	Club	of	Toronto,	Canada  

The world famous and 

most important  

architect of our age,  

Frank Owen Gehry was 

born as Frank Owen 

Goldberg on  

28 February, 1929 in 

Toronto Canada. As a 

teenager he immigrated 

with his family to Los 

Angeles where he is living and prac�cing �ll today at 

the age of 89! 

Today we will toast the Rotary Club of Toronto.  

The Club was chartered in 1912 (Club No.55) and is 

part of District 7070 of Rotary Interna�onal. With 

over 250 members, The Rotary Club of Toronto is 

one of the largest clubs in Canada and one of the 

largest Rotary Clubs in the Bri�sh Commonwealth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, created by Gehry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club meets every Fridays at 12:15 p.m. sharp!  

at The Fairmont Royal York, 100 Front Street West or 

The Na�onal Club, 303 Bay St. Mee�ng Room,  

subject to change weekly. 

Their website is at www.rotarytoronto.com 

The President is Pat Neuman and the Execu�ve  

Director/ Secretary is Carol Hutchinson 

This year in June 2018 the 

Rotary Interna�onal  

Conven�on will be held in 

Toronto.  

The Rotary Club of Toronto 

has already acted as  

Host club for Rotary Interna-

�onal Conven�ons in 1924, 

1942, 1964 and 1983. 

Museum Louis Vui�on, 

Paris, created by Gehry  

Community Services: The Club and its Charitable 

Founda�on are sponsoring a number of projects 

mainly within Toronto (preferably within the  

downtown area) for the purpose of improving the 

quality of life for certain segments of the popula�on 

in their urban community.  This may include those 

groups who are most vulnerable to the economic, 

social and environmental challenges of an urban en-

vironment - the homeless, single-parent families, 

recent immigrants and the poor. Priority is also given 

to the fields of health, educa�on, youth and  

welfare. Though mainly focused on the Toronto  

area, response is also provided for interna�onal  

disasters.  

The International ToastThe International ToastThe International ToastThe International Toast 

 

 Me Too#-היבטים אתיים של הטרדות מיניות בעולם ה

ETHICAL ASPECTS OF SEXUAL ABUSE IN THE #Me Too WORLD 
 

The Rotary Club Tel Aviv-Yafo will host  

The Rotary Israel Ethics Conference 2018  

Friday 16 March - 29 Adar 5778 

in cooperation with the 

Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics, Tel Aviv University  

For all details, see the News-tab on our website or click HERE 
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Rotary Club Lod 

invites all Rotary members of the clubs in the Eshkol 

to the opening en inauguration of their new moadon. 

The ceremony will take place on Thursday 7 March 2018 at 20:15 

Rehov Haim Moshe Shapira (near the Sapir school), Lod  

We look forward to welcoming you  
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        Happy HourHappy HourHappy HourHappy Hour    

 

Jerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary ClubJerusalem Rotary Club    

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each 

month at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. 

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome. 

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in 

advance. For this and other inquiries, go to our  

website www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

and click on the Contact/Links tab":  

rawdav@gmail.com. 


