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Upcoming Programme 

6 April Meeting: 

Prof. Maurice Roumanni 

Ben Gurion University 

“Libyan Jewry - the Fate 

of a Minority” 
 

13 April Meeting: 

Dr. Lawrence Weinbaum 

Israel Council on Foreign 

Relations 

“Reality Check on Israe-

li Foreign Relations” 
 

14-16 April Outing: 

Long weekend at Peniel-

by-Galilee (No. 7) 

 This Week’s Programme     

Prof. Menahem Blondheim 

 Director, HUJ Harry S. Truman Research Institute  

"Peace Research During Middle East Implosion"  

Prof. Menahem Blondheim serves as the Director of the Hebrew 

University's Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the Advance-

ment of Peace. The Institute focuses on re-

search into the affairs of the Middle East and of 

the Global South (Asia, Africa, and Latin Ameri-

ca), as well as into political, economic and 

communication aspects of conflict resolution.  

Menahem received his BA degree from the He-

brew University, MA and PhD degrees from 

Harvard University, and has won fellowships from the NEH, 

Smithsonian Institution, Library of Congress, and the University 

of Pennsylvania.  He  is a member of the departments of history 

and of communication at the Hebrew University, and heads its 

American Studies program.  

Menahem’s research explores the development, performance, 

and meaning of communication technolo-

gies. He also practiced in that field as an 

entrepreneur and executive in the high-

tech industry. Trained as a historian, he 

studies the role of communication in Amer-

ican and in Jewish history, as well as the 

history of media.  

His public activities include serving as head of Israel’s New Na-

tional Library’s advisory committee on digitization, chair of the 

academic committee of the Spielberg Jewish Film Archives, 

member of the academic committees of the Minerva Center for 

Human Rights, the Falk Institute for Economic Research, and the 

Leonard Davis Institute. He provides analysis on American af-

fairs for several media outlets.   
Peniel 
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 You’ve Got Mail 

Dear Yaron, 

TA week ago , today, we returned to Israel. We left 
you in Cyprus a day early but I guess it was as nice 
and interesting as the other days.  

Chen and I would like to thank you, personally, for 
the trip you organized. We were fascinated by 
your range of skills and  your knowledge of the 
region. You may possibly have created a problem 
for yourself, since in the future we might like to 
join you all again  for more tours in a region whose 
many facets you know so well.  

We learned that one can find many parallels be-
tween the conditions in Cyprus and Israel, and 
possibly about ways out of our present situation in 
our own country. We are thankful to you for all we 
saw and learned there.   

Thanks also to your club members, many of whom 
we have known for many these. Please extend our 

thanks to each and every one of your members for 
accepting the two “strangers" from Ramat Hasha-
ron club in their midst.  

We enjoyed being with you and getting to know 
your newer members, who have become friends. 
Hopefully we’ll have a chance to thank you per-
sonally during a visit to the club. 

Amicably yours,  

Gideon Piper 

 

Looking at the Bulletin and reading the comments 
made, I felt envious that Alice and I were not with 
you. 

Congratulations, 

Rizek Abusharr 

 

Thank you soooooo much for the first batch of 
photos. What a wonderful review,  we are enjoy-
ing the trip once again!!!  
Love,  

Carry Polak 

 Marathon Victory 

Still running in marathons at 85, Jerusalem  

Rotary Club member, Moshe Raz  participat-

ed in the 10 K  run portion of the Jerusalem 

Marathon on the 13th of March  this year.   

Shown here approaching the Jaffa Gate of the 

Old City, Moshe is trailing, just slightly, his 

daughter, Rachel Lee Saar, who is finishing 

the 10 K run with her father after having al-

ready completed the 21 K run. That is a kind 

of marathon of marathons victory. Congratu-

lations to the running Raz family! 

- Kern W.  
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 International Toast 

 Rotary Club of Rucphen-Zundert-

Haldenberg, Holland 

Today, the 30th of 

March, is the birthday 

of one of the world’s 

most famous painters, 

Vincent van Gogh.  

Van Gogh was born in 

the rural village of 

Zundert in Southern Holland, where his fa-

ther was pastor. He grew up in this village 

and the hard-

ships of his ear-

ly rural life can 

be seen in the 

dark and harsh 

mood of his ear-

ly paintings. 

They stand in 

contrast to the brilliant, and unusually col-

orful for the period, paintings of his latter 

years in Southern France.  

Today Van Gogh, who sold almost no  

paintings during his lifetime, is considered 

as one of the preeminent fathers of modern 

painting, 

especially 

influenc-

ing the 

schools  

of expres-

sionism 

and fauv-

ism. His 

dramatic 

life, the loss of an ear, and his suicide 1890 

typified the tragic life of artists. In his case 

he was not recognized during his lifetime 

but after his death became world famous  

his paintings commanding some of the 

highest prices paid for art work anywhere.  

His paintings of sunflowers, the views of 

Arles and his self-portraits are today 

known to almost eve-

rybody in the world. 

Being a small town, 

Zundert joined with 

two near-

by towns 

to form 

the        

Rotary 

Club Rucphen-Zundert-

Haldenberg on 16 November 

2000. The club has 16 mem-

bers and is a part of Rotary Dis-

trict 1610.  The President for 

2015-16 is Marion Kop. The club 

meets every Wednesday 6 p.m. 

at the Restaurant De Haard.  

One of the clubs community 

projects is the annual “Christmas-Dinner” 

to which the club invites needy families to 

join them in a din-

ner on Christmas 

eve, an event 

which is support-

ed by local res-

taurants, bakeries 

and butchers.   

The club also has 

supported District 

1610’s “Water Project” in Ethiopia. District 

1610 worked together with the Grarbet 

Tehadiso Mahber clinic to give low-income 

households access to safe drinking water 

in rural 

areas in 

Ethiopia. 

They are 

planning 

to intro-

duce the 

Tulip wa-

ter filter in the area, a water filter that is 

easy-to-use, very affordable and effective, 

removing more than 99,995% of all bacte-

ria.  

- Guido de W.  

   

Marion Kop 

Christmas Dinner 

Harvest in the Provence, 1888  

Birthplace of Van Gogh in Zundert  



  

4 

 Happy Hour  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions by David L. and Kern W.

Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA, 26 

King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 

The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 

meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this 

and other enquiries please contact us through the 

Contact  section on the website. 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Follow the Jerusalem Rotary Club on social 

media: (Press ‘Control’ and click on icon to go 

to site) 

 

 

I don't like making plans 

for the day because then 

the word "premeditated" 

gets thrown around in 

the courtroom. 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org
https://rcjerusalem.blogspot.com/
https://rotarymark.wordpress.com/
https://www.tumblr.com/tagged/jerusalem-club/
https://twitter.com/rotaryjerusalem
https://www.facebook.com/JerusalemRotaryClub

