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 This Week’s Programme  

Ted Weisgal, Director Emeritus, Leisure 

Learning Unlimited, Inc.:  

"Dove-tailing Energy and Democracy --    

a Vision for the Future"  

As a baby, the first words out of Ted Weisgal’s mouth 

weren’t Uncle Meyer but they might as well have 

been. Even though Meyer Weisgal was here  in Israel 

following the directive of his former boss Chaim Weiz-

mann to build the world’s leading science research 

institute, the image of him played a huge role in Ted’s 

life. 

We all have ups and downs in life. It’s how we handle 

them, someone famous must have once said, that de-

termines the true mettle of a person’s character. 

In 1969, Ted participated in a demonstration advocating the establish-

ment of ethnic studies and women’s studies and was arrested. At the 

time, this was the largest mass arrest in San Francisco’s history.  Five 

years later, with this on his resume and, in part because of it, he was 

hired to become a Campus Activities Advisor at the University of Hou-

ston. 

That’s where he met his remarkable partner, Sue Wittie. Sue had just 

transferred to UH from Rice. Among the challenges she had to deal with 

around that time was the death of her father who lost a lengthy battle 

with cancer that was no doubt due to being a 

part of the first expeditionary force into Naga-

saki, Japan, after the dropping of the atomic 

bomb.  Ted, a member of the Hermann Park 

Rotary Club in Houston, and Sue will talk 

about Lunar Solar Power and Robert’s Rules of 

Order as they relate to world peace.  

Lunch meeting at the Jerusalem YMCA on 

Wednesday, 13 May at 13:00  

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
22 May: 

Outing to Aqua Bella (Ein 

Hemmed) National Park. 

Guided tour of the premis-

es, BBQ and special activi-

ties for kids. See page 4 

27 May: 

Aran Patinkin, documen-

tary film director: 

“Legends of the Lost Tribes 

of Israel”, including 

screening of the series’ 

promo 

 Future Events 
6-9 June: 

RI annual convention, Sao 

Paolo, Brazil 

10 June: 

Award ceremony of the 

Jerusalem Rotary Founda-

tion  scholarship. Jerusa-

lem YMCA auditorium 
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 Rotary International 

Post-Tsunami Tree Planting 

On the morning of 26 December 2004, a tsunami 

slammed into Gowri Rajan's vacation house on the 

Indian Ocean in Sri Lanka, where her family was 

staying for the holidays. "I said my last prayers. I 

thought this was the end," she recalls. 

When the water receded, it swept Rajan with it. But 

she saved herself by grabbing onto one of the few 

trees that hadn't been uprooted. "For 20 minutes I 

held on with all my strength. I could feel the ocean 

pulling my body in," says Rajan, who lost three of 

her friends that day. 

After the wave receded, she started to swim back 

to the house through the dark water, to rejoin her 

family and friends. A second wave came crashing 

in. A friend was able to reach Rajan and help her 

climb to the top of another tree. "I was saved by 

two trees," she says. "It's a miracle I'm still alive." 

Now, Rajan is looking for a million people to share 

their tree stories to raise awareness and money to 

restore the island nation's trees. 

Rajan is a Rotary member and leader in her re-

gion, which started the One Million Tree Stories 

project in December, 10 years after the tsunami. 

The Rotary Club of Ibbagamuwa, is playing a 

prominent role because it had already been work-

ing on reforestation. Members are partnering with 

hundreds of local farmers, a bank, and govern-

ment agencies. The Sri Lankan army will help 

plant the first trees. The goal is to plant 1 million 

trees this year along the banks of protected reser-

voirs in the district, and another 4 million trees 

over 

the 

next 

five 

years. 

Rotary 

mem-

bers 

and the 

public 

can sponsor a tree for 100 Sri Lankan rupees 

(about $.75 cents) and are encouraged to tell their 

own tree stories on the project's Facebook page. 

Rajan says 40 cents of each dollar donated to the 

project will go to The Rotary Foundation, while the 

remaining will be used to buy trees and care for 

them during their first two years. Every tree will 

be tagged and entered into a computer system 

that will enable sponsors to monitor its growth.  

RI News  

 International Toast 

Westminster Rotaract 

On 13 May 1940, Winston Churchill delivered his 

first speech to the House of Commons, telling a 

petrified audience: "I have 

nothing to offer but blood, 

toil, tears, and sweat."  

Only the previous Friday 

he accepted King George 

VI’s offer to become Prime 

Minister of the United 

Kingdom, the hapless Ne-

ville Chamberlain on 10 

May, and in this speech he 

asked the House to declare its confidence in his 

Government. The motion passed unanimously.  

Churchill's sentence, has been called a para-

phrase of one uttered on 2 July 1849 by Giusep-

per Garibaldi  when rallying his revolutionary 

forces in Rome: "I offer hunger, thirst, forced 

marches, battle, and death."  Theodore Roosevelt 

uttered a phrase similar to Churchill's in an ad-

dress to the Naval War College on 2 June 1897: 

"Every man among us is more fit to meet the du-

ties… because of the blood and sweat and tears, 

the labor and the anguish, through which, in the 

days that have gone, our 

forefathers moved on to 

triumph."  

Churchill, a keen soldier, 

is known to have been fa-

miliar with the works of 

both Garibaldi and Roose-

velt. Plagiarism? History 

will judge…   

This week we honor the youthful Rotaract of 

Westminster, England. Westminster Rotaract, 

based in the heart of London is a service club for 

young men and women ages 18 to 30 sponsored 

by the Westminster East Rotary Club.  

Yaron A.  

Read more about the Rotaract of Westminster on: 
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaract.Westminster. 
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 Peniel 2015 

Of Miracles and Volcanos 

And so our 6th club outing to Peniel has come 

and gone. A couple of days of fine weather, fas-

cinating places, wonderful company, fun and 

laughter. Those who came early on the Thurs-

day joined David on a visit to the tomb of Rabbi 

Meir Baal 

Haness 

(Rabbi Meir 

the Miracle 

Maker) on 

the out-

skirts of Ti-

berias. 

While be-

ing a site of pilgrimage to the religious, the sto-

ry of Rabbi Meir is quite entertaining so Google 

it for your edification. All you need to?/ get the 

benefit of the good Rabbi’s miracle is to say, 

“ “  אלהא דמאיר ענני (Eloha d’meir aneini}(The 

God of Meir – answer me!) and your troubles 

will be over. 

The touring day on Friday took us to Mt. Shipon, 

a volcanic cone in the Golan Heights where we 

were guided by Yaron who explained the fan-

tastic vistas and the inner workings of the volca-

noes that abound in the area. It was all made 

much clearer by the Golan Volcanic Park that 

recently opened.  

We visited Mt. Bental and the deep depression 

of the Big Juba in the Ya’ar Odem and the thriv-

ing Kibbutz Merom Golan, right on the border 

with Syria, where the kibbutz secretary de-

scribed the tank battles 

that took place in the area 

during the various wars. 

The Druze gentleman at 

the entrance to the site did 

a thriving business with his 

different honeys, jams and 

cheese. 

Naturally we enjoyed 

Peniel with its lovely views 

of the Kinneret and the 

mountains beyond. Some 

swam in the spring fed 

pool as 

well as in 

the waters 

of the lake 

itself. The 

fun eve-

nings 

started 

with cock-

tails on the 

suite patio 

where we 

enjoyed 

ourselves 

with 

games, 

arak, nib-

bles, wine 

and whis-

ky togeth-

er with lots 

of chatter 

and laugh-

ter. Din-

ner, on the 

converted 

verandah 

into a res-

taurant, on 

a long ta-

ble with 

wine bottles strategically placed for maximum 

delectation, was once again the venue for con-

tinual conversation and camaraderie. We wel-

comed Shabbat on Friday evening with singing 

and Kiddush. Ruth’s traditional quiz had stricter 

rules this year – no i-phones allowed – that only 

encouraged the active involvement of the little 

grey cells. 

All in all a good time was had by the 29 Rotari-

ans and family members who participated this 

year. Roll on 2016’s Peniel #7. 

David S.  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 Smoky Hour 

 

AQUA BELLA BBQ 

At the Ein Hemed National Park 

(Opposite Abu Ghosh) 
 

Friday 22 May 2015, 13:00 to 16:00 

 

Short guided tour by the site, barbecue in the shade of mighty plane trees 

Table tennis tournament and plenty other activities for kids 

 

 

 
 

Guests and potential new members welcome!  

Please register immediately with David Seligman 

No. ADULTS 

Including guests 

  

No. KIDS 

under 12 

  

No. KIDS 

over 12 

  

Car 

  

Yes No Place available: 

Require lift 

  

Number: 

Questions? 

  

  

  

  


