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Today’s Program 
 

The Jerusalem Municipal Elections 

Ramadan Dabash, Engineer 

Candidate for City Council 
Jerusalem for Jerusalemites Party 

 

 

 
 

"Making a 
difference for All 
Jerusalemites" 

 

 

Ramadan Dabash is the head of the list “Jerusalem for Jerusalemites” for the 
Jerusalem’s City Council.  He is a father to 12 children and grandfather to ten.  
In his childhood he studied at the Christian elementary school “Terra Sancta” 
in Bethlehem, then at the “Rashedeia” High School in East Jerusalem and Ort 
Nevi’im. Ramadan finished his first degree at the Technion in Haifa and second 
degree in civil engineering in Moscow and Kishinev. 

Ramadan established his own construction and civil engineering company that 
has planned and built all over Israel. 

He was elected to the chairmanship of Tzur Baher’s community center and in 
the last five years has promoted Tzur Baher by the construction of roads, 
schools, kindergartens and improvements for security and police enforcement 
as well as access to Magen David Adom. He has encouraged activities for 
children, youth and adults and as a community activist,much more. 

Ramadan now wishes to improve the lives of all in East Jerusalem in 
cooperation with the Municipality of Jerusalem, as he has done so far in Tzur 
Baher but this time from within the city council. 

  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

31 October Terry 
Davidson, Counsellor  
Public Affairs, US 
Embassy. “US-Israel 
Relations in a 
Changing Middle East” 
7 November t.b.a 
14 November  
Ms. Hyung-Ju-Myung  
"East Asian Media and 
Israel"  
 

 
 



The President’s Corner  
 

Next week we will have our municipal elections and we will soon see if the many words we heard were real calls to 

action or, as we have learnt on so many previous occasions, just so much electioneering hot 

air. For us it is important as we do believe in a pluralistic society with social justice and 

matching services for all. The candidates speak of a “Jerusalem for all its citizens” yet they do 

not all necessarily mean the same thing. We, the voters, have to unravel the enigma and then 

make a choice, hopefully an informed one.  

Did our election series inform us enough? How much did we learn from our Round Table 

discussion that many members regrettably missed. Our two visiting Rotarians from London 

and Philadelphia were intrigued by the discussion on local politics as this mostly goes 

unreported in the international press. Different opinions were expressed and it was clear that previously held 

world views strongly influenced individual interpretations of what the group had heard. That got me thinking 

about the concepts, words and terms used at all elections and whose meaning and nuance changed depending 

on one’s own convictions, beliefs and ideology. With the possibility of national elections in the near future 

perhaps it is time to look for a neutral definition of terms. Does the Oxford Dictionary help or hinder? 

? 

Citizen – inhabitant or freeman of city; 

townsman; member, native or 

naturalized of a State or Commonwealth. 

[Question: Does everybody see all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem as “citizens”?] 

Democracy – State having government by all 

the people, direct or representative; form 

of society ignoring hereditary class 

distinctions and tolerating minority 

views. [Comment: This led me to ‘demos’ 

– personification of the populace, 

especially in a democracy. {from the 

Greek = the people} Perhaps we should 

get all politicians to look this up!] 

Vote – formal expression of will or opinion in 

regard to election of officer, etc. 

[Question: Can everybody who has the 

right to vote do so freely, without outside 

pressure, confidentially, with sufficient 

understanding of the issues?] 

s

 

The list of words is much longer but the point is clear. The lessons have learnt apply to all elections, even 

within Rotary. With the pressure of national politics on the local municipal scene and all the surrounding 

confusion, one thing is clear. If you did not vote you really have no right to complain about the outcome 

that you are unhappy with. Be a responsible citizen, you have a valuable civic right to vote - use it.   

David Seligman  (President 2018-19) 

 

Foundation Greetings         Ruth Harris 
 Week 17th October Week 24th October 

Birthdays 17th  - Yossi Cassuto 

19th – Moshe Raz 

24th – Yedida Khayat 

Anniversaries 23rd – Perry & Lily Roded  

 

Foundation 

Thought 

In Pirkey Avot (Ethics of the 

Fathers)  Shammai said, "Say Little 

and do much." Support our 

students with your donation to our 

Foundation! 

Nicholas Murray Butler, founder of Columbia Univ’ty., said,  
"I divide the world into three classes: the few who make 
things happen; the many who watch things happen; and the 
vast majority who have no idea of what happens. We need 
more people who make things happen." 
Let’s be in the 1st class. Support our students & Foundation. 



International Toast  

Rotary Club Münster, Germany 

“Husband dies in a work accident. Widow and orphans are ejected from company housing.” This happened not 

so long ago.” 

- 22 October 1877 The Blantyre mining disaster in Scotland killed 207 miners. Those widows and orphans 

who were unable to support themselves were evicted by the mine owners and inevitably were sent to the 

dreaded work house  

 
- 23 October 1956 Thousands of Hungarians protest against the Government and Soviet occupation. The 

Hungarian revolutions is crushed on 4 November 1956 

- 24 October 1648 The Treaties of Westphalia, signed in the cities of Münster and Osnabrück, ends the 30 

year war in the Holy Roman Empire. Switzerland’s independence is recognized 

- 25 October 1521 Emperor Charles V bans the construction of wooden buildings in Amsterdam 

- 26 October 1916 Margaret Sanger, USA is arrested for obscenity for advocating birth control 

- 28 October 1886 The Statue of Liberty s dedicated by US President Cleveland and celebrated by the first 

confetti parade in New York City 

The Peace of Westphalia was a series of 
peace treaties signed between May and 
October 1648 in the Westphalian cities of 
Osnabrück and Münster, largely ending the 
European wars of religion. The Treaties of 
Westphalia brought to a close a calamitous 
period of European history which caused the 
deaths of approximately eight million 
people. These treaties ended the Thirty 
Years' War (1618–1648) in the Holy Roman 
Empire, with the Habsburgs and their 
Catholic allies on one side, battling the 
Protestant powers (Sweden, Denmark, the 
Dutch Republic and theHoly Roman 
principalities) allied with France (Catholic 
but anti-Habsburg). The treaties also ended 
the Eighty Years' War (1568–1648) between 

Spain and the Dutch Republic, with Spain formally recognising the independence of the Dutch. The Peace of 
Westphalia established the precedent of peace established by a diplomatic congress. A new system of political 
order arose in central Europe, based on peaceful coexistence among sovereign states. 
Today we toast the Rotary Club Münster, the oldest club in the town, established in 1952, to commemorate the 

historic Treaties of Westphalia. 

Dieter Ziulkowski  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westphalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osnabr%C3%BCck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%BCnster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_wars_of_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty_Years%27_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty_Years%27_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighty_Years%27_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state


From our Archive 

Early Memories 

Sadly much of the archive of the early years of the Jerusalem Rotary Club is lost. The story goes, and it is referred 
to in the Golden Jubilee book of 1979, that the archive was destroyed as Rommel was knocking at the door of 
Egypt. An anxious Rotarian, no doubt under the impression that the purpose of the German invasion of North 
Africa was to capture the archive of the Jerusalem Rotary Club, carefully destroyed all the papers, pictures and 
minutes. The result is that we have to rely on people’s memory from articles written after WW2. Several reports of 
the founding of the club are similar in outline but vary in detail, different names, different times, different events. 
 

For the Silver Jubilee, that is the 25th in 1954, Dr. I.B. George, an Arab Dentist member wrote in “Shalom”, a 
publication of the club, his version of the early days: 
 

“On a hot summer day in 1929 seven men met 
for lunch at the Hotel Fast, just outside Jaffa 
Gate. Two of the group were out-of-town 
men, Clare Martin and Arthur Merton, who 
were to become leaders of the Rotary 
movement in this part of the world. 
Among those present at this first historical 
luncheon were Canon Danby, Dr. Strathearn, 
Dr. Crowfoot, Messrs. Chaikin and Goldwater. 
A beginning was thus made. Gradually, very 
gradually, others were to augment this 
modest number of interested men, to whose 
energy and influence the success of the Rotary 
movement in this country owes a great deal. 
 

The late  Dr. Emanuel Propper, for many years the 
doyen of Jerusalem Rotary and at one time 
Administrative Adviser for the Israel District, wrote in 
1969 in a publication on the 40th Anniversary of the 
founding of the club. 

“The summer of 1929 was not a pleasant one. 
What the British Mandate used to call 
’disturbance’ was in full swing. The massacre 
of the students of the Hebron Yeshiva made 
worldwide headlines. The shooting and 
ambushing and murdering of innocent people 
was our daily bread. 
This did not deter two people, Clare Martin 
and Arthur Merton, from taking the initiative 
to invite Canon Danby, Dr. Strathearn, Dr. 
Crowfoot, Mr. Chaikin and Mr. Goldwater, for 
lunch at the Hotel Fast. They gave a short 

outline of Rotary International in general and 
its District ‘83’ in particular. With this 
recruiting for the Jerusalem Rotary Club 
started. 
 

This was a difficult job. Not only was the 
selection to be done very carefully, not only 
should the three sections of the prospective 
membership  (Jewish, Arabs, British) be more 
or less equally represented but the obstacle of 
suspicion had to be eliminated. People could 
not believe that the ideals of Rotary are very 
simple and not political at all. The Four Way 
Test had not yet been formulated.” 
 

An indication that somebody from Cairo, rather than 
a visitor from places as remote as Calgary or Chicago, 
deserves the credit for bringing the Jerusalem Rotary 
Club into being is the long held belief that the Cairo 
Rotary Club sponsored the creation of the Jerusalem 
Club. This is asserted, again and again, over the 
decades. 
 

The conviction that Cairo was the sponsor was 
probably strengthened by the presentation by the 
Cairo Club to Jerusalem in 1931 of the famous Bell, 
which has dominated every Jerusalem meeting ever 
since. On it is inscribed, below the names of all 
Jerusalem Presidents, the words, “From Rotarians of 
Cairo 1931” in very large letters. Reading that formula 
week after week must have made many Jerusalemites 
believe in the Cairo connection

.The bell is still in use to this day and the tradition of inscribing the names of the club Presidents continues.  By the 
end of this Rotary year there will be 90 inscriptions. 
 

r

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. 
On the last Wednesday of every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 vovers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 
and a presentation by selected speakers. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 



 


