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Today’s Program – “Adventures of a Tour Guide”  

R/ Geert Cohen Stuart, Ph.D., Tour Guide (ret.) 

 

Geert Cohen Stuart was born in the Netherlands in 1938. He studied Theology and early 
Judaism in Leiden and Jerusalem. He has a Ph.D. from Amsterdam University (1984). After 
serving two parishes as a pastor, In 1982, he became theological advisor of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church in Jerusalem, joining Rotary.   

From1992-1994 he studied to become an Israeli tour guide, working as such from 1993-
2019. He has written books on Jewish-Christian relations and the Jewish background of 
the New Testament. His book, Jewish Feast- and Fast-Days. A Journey over the Sea of the 
Talmud to the New Testament” (in Dutch, first edition 2003; still awaiting an English 
publisher) is called by his publisher  ’a best-seller’.  

While a Rotarian before, Geert has been a continuous member of our Club since 2012.. 

He and his wife Marian have three children and thirteen grandchildren, both in Holland 
and Israel. They settled permanently in Jerusalem in 2019. 

 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
3 Feruary, 2021 
tba  
  
 



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you 
shortly. Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 
Fellowship Greetings  
 
No birthday or anniversary celebrations this week. To all of you best wishes of health. 
 

                                          

                                                                                                    

  The President’s Corner 
 

27 January, the International Holocaust Rememberance Day, marks the liberation of Auschwitz concentration 

camp by soldiers of the Red Army in 1945. 231 soldiers died in the fighting around the concentration camp 

complex. Our thoughts today are with all the murdered people in the KZ, many of us mourn relatives who lost 

their lives in Auschwitz or other camps. Today let us mourn those soldiers as well who gave their life  for the 

liberation. 

                                                                                                                                                                         Dieter Ziulkowski 

     International Toast – Rotary Club of Waterville, Maine 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 27 January, the day of our meeting: 

1945 Soviet troops liberate Auschwitz and Birkenau Concentration Camps in Poland. On 27 January 1945, Auschwitz 
concentration camp—a Nazi concentration camp where more than a million people were murdered—was liberated by the 
Red Army during the Vistula–Oder Offensive. Red Army soldiers from the 322nd Rifle Division arrived at Auschwitz on 27 
January 1945 at 15:00. Two hundred and thirty-one Red Army soldiers died in the fighting around Monowitz concentration 
camp, Birkenau, and Auschwitz I, as well as the towns of Oświęcim and Brzezinka. For most of the survivors of the camps, 
there was no definite moment of liberation. Although most of the prisoners had been forced onto a death march, about 
7,000 had been left behind. Most of those left behind were middle-aged adults or children younger than 15. Red Army 
soldiers also found 600 corpses, 370,000 men's suits, 837,000 articles of women's clothing, and 7.7 tons of human hair. At 
Monowitz camp, there were about 800 survivors and the camp was liberated also on 27 January by the Soviet 60th Army, 
part of the 1st Ukrainian Front. The date is recognized as International Holocaust Remembrance Day.  
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1948 1st tape recorder sold and in 1965, only 17 years later 1st ground station-to-aircraft radio communication 
via satellite. An audio tape recorder, tape deck, or tape machine is a sound recording and reproduction device 
that records and plays back sounds usually using magnetic tape for storage. The use of magnetic tape for sound 
recording originated around 1930 in Germany as paper tape with oxide lacquered to it. The concept of the 
geostationary communications satellite was first proposed by Arthur C. Clarke. In October 1945, Clarke published 
an article titled "Extraterrestrial Relays" in the British magazine Wireless World. The article described the 
fundamentals behind the deployment of artificial satellites in geostationary orbits for the purpose of relaying 
radio signals. Thus, Arthur C. Clarke is often quoted as being the inventor of the concept of the communications 
satellite.  

1964 Margaret Chase Smith (Sen-R-Maine) tries for Republican President bid. Margaret Madeline Chase Smith 
(December 14, 1897 – May 29, 1995), born in Skowhegan in central Maine,  was an American politician. A 
member of the Republican Party, she served as a U.S Representative (1940–49) and a U.S. Senator (1949–73) 
from Maine. She was the first woman to serve in both houses of the United States Congress, and the first woman 
to represent Maine in either. A moderate Republican, she was among the first to criticize the tactics of 
McCarthyism in her 1950 speech, "Declaration of Conscience". Smith was a candidate for the Republican 
nomination in the 1964 presidential election; she was the first woman to be placed in nomination for the 
presidency at a major party's convention. Upon leaving office, she was the longest-serving female Senator in 
history, a distinction that was not surpassed until January 5, 2011, when Senator Barbara Mikulski was sworn in 
for a fifth term.  

Today we are toasting  the Rotary Club of Waterville, chartered in 1918. Waterville is the closest (26 kilometer) 
Rotary Club location to Skowhagen, the birthplace of Margaret Chase Smith. Our congratulations to RC Waterville 
on the first bid of a woman for President candidacy of the USA on 27 January 1964. 

                                                                                                                                                                        Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                                      

  Some other news  
 
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
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Food for thought: 

 

                                                              

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


