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Upcoming Programmes 
 

7 October  

Club Board Meeting, 

YMCA 14:30 

14 October Meeting: 

Club Assembly 

21 October Meeting: 

Visit of Rotarians and      

Rotoractors from Macau 

 This Week’s Programme 

Ruth Ebenstein  
Academic Editor  

 

“The Israeli-Palestinian Fight 

Against Breast Cancer ” 
    

 

Ruth Ebenstein is an American-Israeli writer/activist. Diagnosed 

in November 2010 with breast cancer, Ruth joined the Cope Fo-

rum in 2011 after surgery and radiation treatment. Where she met 

a Palestinian breast cancer survivor, Ibtisam Erekat.  

Ruth has written and spoken about how an unexpected close 

friendship with Ibtisam, a devout Muslim Palestinian woman, 

emerged out of breast cancer. Gal-

vanized to help others, Ruth be-

came an advocate, promoting wom-

en's health. She now lobbies the 

Knesset and works with Hadassah 

Medical Center in Jerusalem to pro-

mote women’s cardiovascular well-

ness among populations with the 

greatest need: Ultra-Orthodox 

women, Arab Israeli women, and 

those with disabilities, in addition 

to the general Israeli population.  

Ruth's story has been covered by the BBC, NPR, The Atlantic & 

Alhurra TV. Her uplifting message: ‘you can turn something bad 

into something good.’ 

A native of Southfield, Michigan, Ruth graduated from Northwest-

ern University's Medill School of Journalism.  She completed an 

M.A. in German history 

magna cum laude from The 

Hebrew University. Ruth 

lives with her husband, 

three sons and two step-

daughters in Jerusalem. 

CYPRUS 

Get ready for 

the big 

adventure in 

March 2016 !! 



  

2 

 

Rotary International 

A Letter from RI President 

Dear fellow Rotarians: 

It is our pleasure to announce Rotary’s annual 

World Polio Day kickoff event on 23 October 

in New York City. We'll use this occasion to 

shine a light on Rotary’s leadership in the fight 

that has brought us This Close to ending polio. 

The Livestream event, co-sponsored by 

UNICEF, will bring together our partners in 

the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, govern-

ment officials, and global health leaders from 

nongovernmental organizations and will mobi-

lize more than 30,000 supporters. 

July and August brought great milestones in 

the polio eradication effort. For the first time in 

history, Nigeria -- then all of Africa -- marked 

one year with no new polio cases caused by 

the wild virus. 

We are closer to making good on our promise 

to end polio forever, but there's still work to 

be done. As we protect the progress made in 

Africa, we focus even more sharply on Afghan-

istan and Pakistan. 

Our World Polio Day kickoff event is our op-

portunity to update participants around the 

world 

on our 

pro-

gress 

and next 

steps 

and in-

spire 

them to 

share 

their 

voices, donate, or advocate for eradication as 

we near the finish line. 

We invite you to join us and watch the event 

live, starting at 18:30 New York time (UTC-4) 

or later -- a recording will be made available. 

We also ask you to raise awareness of our po-

lio eradication effort in your own community 

and build a local audience for our World Polio 

Day event. Visit the End Polio Now website to 

download resources that can help you raise 

awareness and funds. Share this information 

with your Rotary clubs, districts, communities, 

and elected officials. 

Thirty years ago, we told the world what Rota-

ry believes: that we can achieve the eradica-

tion of polio. Our dream is becoming reality. 

For every child, on World Polio Day, let’s push 

ahead to the reality of a polio-free world. 

Warm regards, 

K.R. Ravindran 

Rotary International President  

Ray Klinginsmith 

Rotary Foundation Chair  

 
 

 

 Club Dues   

 

October 2015 

Now that the High 

Holidays are over, 

we continue our 

tireless efforts to 

collect in full the 

dues from the mem-

bership.  

So far, 24 members 

have paid their 

dues.  

Do NOT wait for 

the Club Treasurer 

to come to your 

home !!! 
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Innocents Abroad 

 

Pristina 

This year I missed most of the Succoth holiday 

for a good reason. I spent the week in Pristina, 

Kosovo, attending the international conference 

and sustainable design workshops that my 

NGO, ECOWEEK, organized there for the sec-

ond time.  

Kosovo has a turbulent history. Kosovo de-

clared its independence from Serbia in Febru-

ary 2008. In the 

Middle Ages, Ko-

sovo was the 

heartland of Ser-

bia. It was taken 

by the Ottomans 

in a famous battle 

of 1448, and re-

mained in the Ot-

toman Empire un-

til its defeat in 

the First Balkan 

War (1912–13). After World War I it became 

part of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia after World 

War I.  

After World War II the Yugoslav constitution 

established the Autonomous Province of Kosovo 

within the Yugoslav republic of Serbia. Ethnic 

tensions between Kosovo's Albanian and Serb 

populations finally erupted in 1998–99. The war 

ended with the military intervention of NATO, 

which forced the Federal Republic of Yugosla-

via to withdraw its troops from Kosovo, which 

became a UN protectorate.  

On 17 February 2008 Kosovo's Parliament de-

clared independence. It has since 

gained diplomatic recognition as a sovereign 

state by 108 UN member states. Kosovo lacks 

diplomatic recognition from 85 UN member 

states. Within the European Union, it is recog-

nised by 23 of the 28 members. It is a member 

of the World Bank, the IMF and other 

internatioal organiations. Its vibrant capital, 

Pristina is the largest city, with some 200,000 

inhabitants. The city has a majority Albani-

an Muslim population, alongside smaller com-

munities of Christian Orthodox and Catholics.  

On Wednesday at 18:30 I arrived to the Metro-

pol restaurant on Mother Teresa Blvd – the main 

pedestrian street in the city center – and was 

greeted by Linn Slattengren and Dardan Velija, 

former and present Presidents respectively.  

The Rotary Club Pristina International 

(RCPI) was founded in 2007. It is an English 

speaking club comprised of international and 

local business people with an aim of helping 

the people of Kosovo. Membership has been 

represented by numerous countries that in-

clude Ireland, Britain, Malta, the United States, 

Germany, Sweden, Turkey, and Kosovo itself.  

At the meeting we were briefed on the Club 

projects which include: Scholarships of 350 eu-

ro  for girls to attend school. 40 annual scholar-

ships have been awarded with the goal of in-

creasing them to 100. WA.S.H. (Water Sanita-

tion and Hygien), a project to install running 

water – through well drilling – and sewage sys-

tems to public schools. The V.V.F. (Violence-

Free Future), a project to build community 

mechanisms to counter radical ideologies (an 

unofficial estimate of 1000 young Kosovars have 

joined IS.) Other projects include the donation 

of 4 refurbished ambulances to local hospitals – 

in cooperation with a Rotary Club in the UK, and 

an annual Charity 

Concert. 

The speaker that 

evening was a local 

representative of 

the IMF, who gave a 

brief overview of 

the Kosovo econo-

my, the progress 

made after the war 

and the expected 

economic growth in 

the coming years. 

With a 3.3% growth, Kosovo is rated well in the 

region, thanks to the help of the diaspora (15% 

of GDP), and donors, but faces challenges to 

fight a growing public sector, the need to in-

crease transparency, fight corruption and re-

duce unemployment, currently at 30% and a as 

high as 55% among youth. When asked which 

are the fields of potential growth in the country, 

he pointed out to retail trade & agro-business. 

At the meeting I introduced our Club, the pro-

jects undertaken by the club, exchanged ban-

ners and answered questions by the attending 

members. The Pristina club expressed interest in 

cooperation with our club.                       

Elias M.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Balkan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Balkan_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Yugoslavia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomous_Province_of_Kosovo_and_Metohija
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO_bombing_of_Yugoslavia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Republic_of_Yugoslavia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Republic_of_Yugoslavia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Interim_Administration_Mission_in_Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Kosovo_declaration_of_independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Kosovo_declaration_of_independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomatic_recognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_recognition_of_Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_recognition_of_Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_recognition_of_Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union_member_states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Road_and_Transport_Union_(IRU)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albanians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albanians
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International Toast 

Bregenzerwald 

Today, October 7th, 62 years ago, one of the 

most famous and also controversial persons of 

our world has been born in St. 

Petersburg, at that time known 

under the name of Leningrad. 

His name is Vladimir Putin.  

Young Vladimir grew up in Pe-

tersburg, studied law, and 

worked from 1985 till 1991 for 

the KGB, with a long time in 

Dresden in Germany. 1991 he went back to Saint 

Petersburg, was rewarded with an important 

role in the Administration and became a Deputy-

Mayor. In 1995 he moved with his family to Mos-

cow, where he had a successful career. Presi-

dent Yeltsin was his major sponsor who named 

Putin at first 

prime-

minister and a 

little later, in 

1999 Yeltsin 

appointed 

him “Acting-

President” as 

Yeltsin took 

an unexpected set a step down. In 2000 Putin 

was elected as President of Russia.  

From 1999 till today Putin alternated as prime-

minister and president of Russia. In Putin’s time 

Russia has changed a lot and the contacts with 

the western world have become complicated. 

Since the Russian annexation of the Crimea, the 

conflict in the East of Ukraine and the current 

intervention in Syria, Putin has become more 

controversial in the western world. 

Mr. Putin has no strong connections to Rotary. 

Surfing the Internet I only found mention of one 

meeting with a Rotarian. During the Olympic 

Games in Sotchi in February 2014, Putin visited 

the Austrian Tirol House, where he was wel-

comed by Rotarian Peter Mennel, a member of 

the Austrian Olympic Committee.  

Mennel’s Rotary Club —Bregenzerwald in Aus-

tria—  on 14 February 2014 proudly posted a re-

port on Putin’s meeting with Mennel.  

So, this week we will be toasting the Rotary 

club of Bregenzerwald, perhaps the only one in 

the world with connections with the Russian 

President. 

Bregenzerwald Rotary Club was founded in 

1990. It is an Austrian city, near the German 

frontier, 

at the 

Lake of 

Con-

stance, 

and is 

famous 

for the 

interna-

tional music festival. It is in the RI-

district 1920. 

The club meets every Monday at 

18.30 at the Romantikhotel Hirschen in 

Schwarzenberg in Bregenzerwald.  

Guido de W.  

CYPRUS 

Exciting in-depth trip to our friendly neighbor island in March 2016 

 Meet Rotary Clubs on both sides of the Greek-Turkish divide 

 Visit Crusader castles, medieval cathedrals and British raj hill-stations 

 Enjoy rustic villages on the slopes of snowy Mt. Troodos 

 Understand the complex reality on the ground 

 Enjoy local cuisine, wines & brandy 

 Finally, enjoy the Carnival of Limassol !!! 

Details to follow soon 
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Festive invitation 
The members of Rotary Club Herzliya hereby cordially invite you to the 

Presentation of the Charter to the Rotary Club Herzliya 
The ceremony will take place on Thursday 15 October 2015 

Binyan Keinan, Natan Alterman Street 51, Herzliya 
In the presence of 

The Mayor of Herzliya, Mr. Moses Fadlon 

 District News 

WATEC 2015 

ROTARY SYMPOSIUM 

Water and Sanitation Exhibition 

Tel Aviv Exhibition Grounds 

13-15 October 2015 

(Symposium participation free) 

 

WATER FOR LIFE IN A CHANGING WORLD 

08.00-09.00 Registration  

09.00-09.15 Symposium Opening - Greetings 

09.15-09.30 Global presence of the Inter 

Countries Committees  their ac-

tivities and potential activities .     

 - PDG (2005/06) Avner Fuchs, 

Adviser for Water and Sanitation 

activities to the Chairman of the 

International Organizing Com-

mittee for the Inter Country Com-

mittee (ICC) 

09.30-09.45 Examples of water projects im-

plementation by ICCs from  

abroad. 

09.45-10.15 Mapping of and water and sanita-

tion problems in the world: Pro-

fessor Avi Shaviv, Technion Haifa . 

10.15-10.45 Solutions for solving water and 

food problems in the world 

based on Israeli Technology:  

 Mr. Oded Distel, Director of 

New-Tech in the  Ministry for the 

Economy 

10.45-11.15 Coffee break with light refresh-

ments (free) 

11.15-11.45 Feasibility of establishing Inter-

national ventures with ICC fund-

ing in cooperation with the Rota-

ry Foundation 

 - MK Itzhak Herzog –A Vision for 

the solution of water and food se-

curity as a means of promoting 

peace.  

 Or Gidi Peiper, Director RI (2012-

13) 

11.45-12.15 Funding support and  over-

sight for long term Rotary pro-

jects 

 Dr. Jerry Sussman, USA 

12.15-13.00 LUNCH (paid) 

13.00-13.30 Presentation of Innovative project 

proposals to the International 

ICC 

1. Mr. Yuval Roden, company repre-

sentative that developed equip-

ment to convert ozone gas to wa-

ter   

2. Mr. TBA, representative of the 

Bermad Company 

 

13.30-14.00     ROTARY HANDS ACROSS WATER 

 Pluralistic Joint Education – Water 

challenges and solutions  

 Educational Programme 

 Dr. Amnon Shefi - With the partici-

pation of 40 outstanding students 

from the “Youth who drink water 

and understanding” project.        

14.00-15.00 Presenters’ Panel - conclusions 

and recommendations 

 Panel Coordinator, P/P Yitzhak 

Abt, a veteran of agricultural de-

velopment aid from Israel to the 

developing world. 
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

Happy Hour 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

                                                                                             Contributions by David L ., Yaron A., and Kern W. 

IMPOSSIBILITIES IN THE WORLD 
 

1)    You can't  count your hair. 
2)    You can't wash  your eyes with soap. 
3)    You  can't breathe when your tongue is 
 out. 
Put your tongue back in your mouth, you 
silly person. 
 

TEN (10) THINGS I KNOW ABOUT YOU 
 

1)    You are reading this. 
2)    You are human. 
3)    You can't  say the letter ''P'' without 
 separating your lips. 
4)    You just attempted  to do it. 
6)    You are laughing at yourself. 
7)    You have a smile on your  face and you 
 skipped No. 5. 
8)    You just checked to see if there is a No. 
 5. 
9)    You laugh at this because you are a fun 
 loving person & everyone  does it 
 too. 
10)   You are probably going to send this to 
 see who else falls  for it. 
 

You have received this e-mail because I  
didn't want to be alone in the silly category. 
 
Have a great Day.  Laugh and  sing It's a 
Beautiful Morning even when it's 
not. 
 

Just how big, exactly, is that Flu Shot? 


