
 

 

 

              

                  
   BULLETIN 

JERUSALEM 
ROTARY CLUB 

Chartered 1929 

Club #13459   District    
2490 

 

   9 September 2020             

 
 

  

 

 
 

Club #13459 
 

Club Officers  
2020-2021 
  

President  
Dieter Ziulkowski 
Secretary  
R/ Geert Cohen Stuart  
Treasurer  
Robert Hammer 
Immediate P/P  
Robert Hammer 

Board Members 
P/P Eli Kenner 
P/P David Seligman  
P/P Dan Shanit 
P/P Don Edelstein 
PDG Irène Lewitt 
R/Carry Polak 
R/Louis Polak 
R/Mark Mina 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                         

Today’s Program  - "Free Dentures for the Needy"  

Michelle Levine, Director of Development and International Outreach, Dental 

Volunteers for Israel (DVI) Jerusalem  

Michelle Levine is the Director of Development and International Relations at 

Dental Volunteers for Israel (DVI), a free dental clinic in Jerusalem, since 2008. 

Prior to that, Michelle served for a decade as English-language Public Relations and 

Marketing Director for the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel. For two 

years she lectured globally on stewardship of the land of Israel, from 1948 until 

today. Michelle first arrived in Israel to study Hebrew in 2000, shortly after 

completing her MA in American Indian Studies at the University of Arizona. 

DVI BACKGROUND/HISTORY: DVI AIMS TO HELP THE NEEDIEST AND MOST DISENFRANCHISED PEOPLE 

IN THE GREATER JERUSALEM AREA, VIA THE DIRECT CHARITABLE SERVICE OF FREE DENTISTRY, 

REMOVING THEM FROM PAIN ON AN IMMEDIATE BASIS, AND PROVIDING THEM LONG-TERM QUALITY 

CARE AND CARING, WITH A DIVERSE CREW OF VOLUNTEER DENTISTS FROM AROUND THE 

WORLD…AND ACROSS ISRAEL. INDEED, IN 2019 DVI HAD 140 VOLUNTEERS FROM 19 DIFFERENT 

COUNTRIES, AND TREATED ALMOST 3,000 LOW INCOME PATIENTS! ! WHILE IN THE BEGINNING TREATING 

MOSTLY NEEDY YOUTH, IN 2016, DVI BEGAN ALSO TREATING NEEDY ELDERLY. IN 2019, DVI TREATED 152 

‘FREE DENTURES’ PATIENTS.  OF THESE HALF WERE SURVIVORS AND 66 WERE REFERRED BY WELFARE 

SERVICES. THE VALUE OF THE TREATMENT DVI PROVIDED TO AT-RISK YOUTH ALONE IN 2019 WAS 

$1,093,311 AND $325,143 VALUE WAS PROVIDED TO NEEDY ELDERLY – THOUGH THE TOTAL CASH 
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EXPENDITURES WERE ONLY $603,245!! 

Due to the current pandemic, with foreign dentists unable to get to Israel, DVI 

switched gears and recruited locally. To its pleasant surprise, the local volunteer 

dentists responded as never before. And Palestinian dentists, who hope to be 

accepted to a specialization program but are currently not competitive,  have been 

taking weekly volunteer shifts at DVI, as part of the clinic’s Arab Advancement 

Program.  

DVI is preparing for a Rotary Global Grant with three other Rotary Clubs  joining to 

advance its free dentures program for the needy. 

 

Today our meeting starts at 6:00 pm (1800). Please login as instructed below: 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 6:00 pm (1800), of the meeting date, click on 

the following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or 
only the numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
Happy Birthday to Pamela Loval on 12 September. Mazal Tov and many happy 
returns. 
 

                                                                                                                                                        

  The President’s Corner 

 
Today’s meeting has been changed to the unusual time of 1800 (6:00 pm). Is that late afternoon or early evening? 

Well, for the time being we still meet on ZOOM only and the one-time change will accommodate our speaker and 

potential participants from the US. The USA is featuring prominently in our ‘international toast’ as well. All 3 

events are American! But that is okay, the good old USofA is the birth country of Rotary and thus we have a special 

relation to it. Furthermore, it seems, the USA is the initiator of our new friendship with the United Arab Emirates, 

the move of the Serbian Embassy to Jerusalem and diplomatic relation with Kosovo. Whatever the motivation 

behind these movements, Israel will be benefiting.  

 

Our congratulations to Rotary International. The continent of Africa is now free of the polio virus. Well done 

Rotary International! 

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                         Dieter Ziulkowski     

 

 

 

 

https://web.zoom/
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200


   International Toast – Rotary Club of Sacramento, California 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 9 September, the day of our meeting: 

1850 California is admitted as the thirty-first state of the Union. The history of California can be divided into: the 
Native American period; European exploration period from 1542 to 1769; the Spanish colonial period, 1769 to 
1821; the Mexican period, 1821 to 1848; and United States statehood, from September 9, 1850 which continues 
to this present day. Hostilities between the U.S. and Mexico were sparked in part by territorial disputes between 
Mexico and the Republic of Texas, and later by the American annexation of Texas in 1845. Several battles 
between U.S. and Mexican troops led the United States Congress to issue a declaration of war against Mexico on 
May 13, 1846; the Mexican–American War had begun. Word of the conflict reached Alta California about a 
month later. On June 15, 1846, some thirty settlers, mostly American citizens, staged a revolt and seized the small 
Californio garrison, in Sonoma, without firing a shot and declared the new California Republic government. 
Initially there was little resistance from anyone in California as they replaced the dysfunctional and ineffective 
Mexican government which had already been replaced by the Californios. The Mexican government by 1846 had 
already had 40 presidents in the first 24 years of its existence. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo formally ended 
the Mexican–American War in February 1848. For $15,000,000, and the assumption of U.S. debt claims against 
Mexico, the new state of Texas's boundary claims were settled, and New Mexico, California, and the unsettled 
territory of several future states of the American Southwest were added to U.S. control. As agreed to in the 
Compromise of 1850, Congress passed the California Statehood Act on September 9, 1850. Thirty-eight days later 
the Pacific Mail Steamship SS Oregon brought word to San Francisco on October 18, 1850, that California was 
now the 31st state. There was a celebration that lasted for weeks. The state capital was variously at San Jose 
(1850–1851), Vallejo (1852–1853), and Benicia (1853–1854) until Sacramento was finally selected in 1854.  

1908 Orville Wright makes 1st 1-hr airplane flight, Fort Myer, Va. On Thursday December the 17th 1903, news 
came clattering across the world’s wire machines that two brothers from Dayton in Ohio had flown a curious 
looking air machine over the beach at Kitty Hawk in North Carolina for more than a minute (sic); and if anyone 
was sceptical about the claim, these pictures were to prove it was true. But even though they had succeeded, the 
Wrights recognized that they had a considerable distance to go before they could claim to have developed a 
practical flying machine. So they continued their work in a Dayton cow pasture in 1904 and 1905. By the fall of 
1905, they had transformed the marginal success of 1903 into the reality of a practical airplane capable of 
travelling many miles through the air and remaining aloft for more than an hour at a time. The Wrights worried 
about being copied, though. Unwilling to unveil their creation without the protection of a patent and a signed 
sales contract, the brothers remained on the ground for the next two and a half years as they attempted to 
market their invention. In 1908 they finally achieved a flying time of one hour officially for the records. 

                                

    Map of California   Orville Wright   Vitas Gerulaitis    Martina Navratilova 
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1983 Vitas Gerulaitis bets his house that Martina Navratilova can't beat 100th ranked male tennis player. 
Vytautas Kevin Gerulaitis (July 26, 1954 – September 17, 1994) was an American professional tennis player. In 
1975, Gerulaitis won the men's doubles title at Wimbledon, partnering with Sandy Mayer. Navratilova contended 
that under the right circumstances she might have a chance. Both players said they wished people hadn't made 
such a big deal of the whole thing. In 1983, two days after they exchanged barbs over the quality of women's 
tennis, Navratilova and Gerulaitis  begged for mercy and the end of the controversy. Thus it is not known if 
Navratilova won the bet and if Gerulaitis lost his house. Sometime later Gerulaitis modified his statement: 
“Martina is the greatest woman player, maybe in history, and all I said was that I did not think she could beat the 
100th guy in the world." 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Sacramento on California’s admission to the United States as the 31st 
state of the Union and the choice of Sacramento as the state capital four years later. RC Sacramento was 
chartered on 1 February 1914 at Rotary’s 97th club in the world of Rotary International.  

                                                                                                                                                                 Dieter Ziulkowski                                     

  Some other news  
      
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
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Rotary in Review on 4 September 2020:                                                          
                                             
 

This week's stories  

  

Africa region declared free of wild poliovirus    

The World Health Organization on 25 August announced that transmission of the wild poliovirus has officially 
been stopped in all 47 countries of its African region. This is a historic and vital step toward global eradication of 
polio, which is Rotary’s top priority.  

 

    

 

                             

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


