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Upcoming Programs       
       

16 Dec 
Bet Hagefen Haifa 
District medal (magen hasovla-
nut) awards to Israeli  
personalities. 
 

21 Dec 
Speaker Pending 
 

28 Dec  
Speaker Pending    
 

 

Suggestions for speakers or 
subjects for a talk or discus-
sion are welcome. 
Please write to the Chair of 
the Program Committee, Art 
Braunstein, via the Contact 
Form on our website. 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

 

This Week’s Program 

                                                                             

DG Gaby Oren 
A Report about the District Activities 

In the first half year 
and some RI News 

 
 
Mr. Gabriel (Gabi) Oren 
was born in Haifa in 
1948. He is married to 
Batia, a former Presi-
dent of the Gan Yavneh 
Club and an active Ro-
tarian. 

Gabi and Batia have four children and eight 
grandchildren 
 
Mr. Oren’s distinguished army officer's  
career from which he  retired at the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, was followed by various 
civil services including his final position as 
schools security chief of the local authority 
Gan Yavneh.  
Following is a short summary of Mr. Oren’s 
years as a Rotary Club Member. 
 
Mr. Oren Joined the Rotary in 2004;  
President of the Gan Yavneh RC in 2005-6. 
Member of numerous previous DG teams as 
assistant DG since 2008.  
He established the Interact Gan Yavneh  in 
November 2005,  
Mr. Oren was the RYLA committee secretary 
and participated in the organization of the 
first seminar in the country. 
Club President during 2006-2007 
Manager of Rotary camps in Poland in 2007 
Governor Team - Youth Exchange Officer - 
Received the Personal Governor Award - 
The Golden Wheel - Ran Lin. 
Member of The ICC - Israel and Poland and 
continues the contact with the Poles during 
these past years. 
Mr. Oren organized a youth delegation from 
Poland including a conference in Tiberias. 
Mr. Oren is a Graduate of the first course of 
Rotary leadership - RLI - in November 2007. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member of the "Young Leadership for a 
secure future" 2007-2008  
Governor Team - Interact chairman  
in 2008-2009 
Part of the delegation of Interact Poland 
Establishment Interact Club in Modi'in. 
The establishment of an Interact club in 
Poland - JELENIA GORA 
First international conference Interact con-
ference in Tel Aviv. 
Participation at the Second International 
Interact Poland. 
Governor Team - Interact chairman in 2009-
2010. 
Governor Team - Assistant Governor of 
South cluster in 2010-2011 - Assistant Gov-
ernor Award Outstanding 
Governor Team - Assistant Governor of 
Eshkol Darom in 2011-2012   Received “The 
Excellent Assistant" prize. 
Governor Team - Assistant Governor of 
Eshkol Darom in 2012-2013 
Staff Governor - Chairman of the Rotary 
Interact in 2012-13. 
Staff Governor - Chairman of the Rotary 
Interact in 2013-14. 
Staff Governor - Chairman of the communi-
ty channel in Rotary 
2014-15. 
 
June 2016 Change 
over Jerusalem  
Rotary Club 
 
 
For more information please take a look at 
our website  
www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/

newsand www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/

program-bulletin.  

 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/news
http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/news
http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/program-bulletin
http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org/program-bulletin
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Dear Members, 
  

 
Welcoming District Governor Gabi Oren and Mrs. Oren 

 
 
It gives us great pleasure to welcome among us DG Gabi Oren and his dear wife 
Batia as well as our District Secretary Yaacov Ben Gad and the Assistant Gover-
nor Shimon Gonen. 
 
While our club is indeed the oldest club in the country, we are grateful for the 
opportunity to share experiences and report our activities to our  young and 
energetic District Governance and are looking forward to the address of our DG 
Gabi Oren. 
 
May I suggest that you make every effort to attend this unique opportunity to 
meet our DG at this special dinner to be held this Wednesday at 18:00.  
 
Please note that a special board meeting at 17:00, with our guests, will pre-
cede our  evening session.  
 
 
See you all, 
 
Dan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

From our President 
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Rotary Peace Education Initiative 

Update Report December 2016 

Milestones 

June-August 2016 – Recruitment and 

training of teachers and staff. 

September 2016 – Recruitment of 

program participants 

October – November 2016 – Pro-

gram sessions in Jerusalem/ Galilee 

December 2016 – First joint Seminar 

in Cabri West Galilee. 

Description 

Jerusalem Rotary Club President Dan Shanit joined by the  

project leaders Arik Gutler Ophir and Hanan Hadad embarked 

on their visits to the four participating schools back in June 

2016, meeting with the school headmasters, teachers and 

educators of the Hebrew University High School (Leyada) and 

the Branco Weiss School of Ein Rafa, - in Jerusalem and the 

Cabri High School and the Sheich Danoun High School in the 

Western Galilee. These regional schools, Jewish and Arab  

cater for youth emanating from 17 different towns and  

villages in the Jerusalem and the Western Galilee regions. 

Following presentations of the initiative and consultations 

with the educators – some minor adjustments to the project 

have been introduced and a final scheme has been agreed for 

both the annual program as well as the following summer 

camp.  

Teachers for all 4 school groups – 2 Arabs and 2 Jewish – have 

been recruited and took part in three intensive preparatory 

workshops with the participation of a seasoned group  

psychologist consultant. 

September 2016 saw the recruitment effort by both teachers 

and project leaders of the participating youth. Successful 

presentations in all 4 schools resulted in an overwhelming 

demand and the registration of 52 participants, an equal  

number of Arab and Jews males and females. 

The program was initiated in unilateral sessions in all four 

schools with a position questionnaire so as to establish a  

baseline. This was followed by a serious of mutual half-day 

regional sessions alternating between the schools over Octo-

ber and November. 

The subject matter of these joint sessions focused on national 

conflicts, solutions and agreements with the Northern Ireland 

issue being used a study model.  

December 2016 saw the first joint seminar of the entire group 

hosted by Manor Cabri high school. The seminar was planned 

as a simulation game whereby the participants were to deal 

with a proposal by the Northern Ireland Republicans to abolish 

the Good Friday Agreement following the UK’s referendum 

outcome of the Brexit – departure from the EU. 

While the discussions and compromise solutions offered by 

the youth were interesting, - the most exciting part of the 

meeting was the experiential learning. The youth were hosted 

in the homes of Western Galilee participants when the  

Jerusalemite Jewish kids were the guests of Arab participants 

and Arab kids were hosted by Jewish families.  

It was interesting to follow the anxious parents’ phone calls to 

the teachers throughout the evening… 

The following morning started by exciting stories about the 

previous evening and the overall response was one of  

exaltation. The youth described in very favorable terms their 

first ever visit to the “other’s” home, the meeting with the 

family, the dinner served and the overall fun in the 

“discovery”.  

As part of the program, the youth participated in social games. 

Having been asked to gather in couples, each was to identify 

two indicators of similarity and difference between them.  

Interestingly, not one has mentioned their origin – Jewish and 

Arab. When challenged by the moderator – the typical answer 

was “we are all human”. 
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Dear Friends,   

I just received an e-mail from Shlomo  Khayat, informing me of an initiative taken by  CIP France-Israel. 

Here is the e-mail which he received from  Marianne Fraenkel-Gaffre, President of the Inter Countries 

France Israel Comity of Rotary International: 

 

“Dear friends, 

As you know, Haifa and Jerusalem were, in November, the prey of the flames  and 75,000 people were 

evacuated. Unfortunately, some have lost everything. People across the country have opened their doors 

to welcome evacuees from the north, and many public buildings have been transformed into makeshift 

dormitories for those who have nowhere to go.  

With Guy Attal, we decided to launch a call for donations for the victims of these arson attacks in Haifa. 

These donations collected through the CIP will be handed over to the City Firefighters and donated to the 

neediest on file. I count on you to talk about this around you.  Thank you in advance” 

 

We count on you, Dear Friends to spread the word.  For any questions or donations, please contact  

Yolande Ilana Meller in Haifa. Tel: 04-825-5236  - e-mail: ilanamel@bezeqint.net 

 

Please  remember   

that as of the 7/12 and for the next five weeks,  the Wednesday social gatherings will start at 18:00 

hours.  

This Wednesday, the 14th of December  the District Governor, Mr. Gaby Oren will be the Speaker.  The 

talk will be in Hebrew with summaries of the essential parts translated into English.  It promises to be a 

very interesting evening. 

 

I sincerely hope to see you all. 

 

 

Rosa 

 

 

From your Editor 

SAVE THE DATE:  
1 January 2017, 20:00 

YMCA Auditorium  

CHEN ZIMBALISTA 

Gala-Benefit Concert 
for the Yad Elie Foundation 

 
(see www.yadelie.org) 

http://www.yadelie.org/
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FROM OUR SECRETARY,  IRENE LEWITT 

 
 

 

A group of 9 Medical Specialists/personnel from Kenya came to Jerusalem to visit the Christian sites in 

the Holy City and Bethlehem. Their visit lasted 1 and half days. (Last Tuesday and the morning of 

Wednesday.) 

They came to Israel to meet with Dr. Ruti Stashefski Margalit, Director of Research of the Israel Center 

for Medical Simulation at the Sheba Hospital and a visiting Professor at the Sackler Faculty of Medicine in 

Tel Aviv. The Tel Aviv Rotary Club is planning to help establish a Global Grant for the Medical Simulation 

Project in Kenya. 

Dr Margalit made contact with the Tel Aviv Rotary Club, who contacted us to help with the visit to Jeru-

salem and Bethlehem, as well as their project. 

 

Our club, as usual, did its best to make the visitors welcome:  

Rosa Beja advised on a suitable hotel.  

On Tuesday Toni Kolankiewicz guided the group through the Old City ending at the Church of the Holy 

Sepulcher.   

At 3.00 pm. our new member Gertrude Mwendah took over, meeting the group at Jaffa Gate with a van, 

arranged with the help of her colleagues at the UN. You can imagine the group’s surprise when they saw 

that Gertrude was their driver! Gertrude took them to Bethlehem to visit the Church of the Nativity.  Da-

vid Zwebner took care to put them in touch with a guide in Bethlehem. 

 

Ruth Harris, who is quite a “pro”, hosted the group in the evening, giving a delicious buffet dinner. The 

wine, soft drinks and “fattening” desserts were respectively offered by Dan Shanit, David Seligman and  

Irene Lewitt,. 

 

On Wednesday morning, although it was suggested that they go with Toni on a tour to the Temple 

Mount, they preferred doing each their own sightseeing, like going to the Shuk, a visit to the Dead Sea 

Scrolls and a synagogue at the Israel Museum or just stay in the hotel for a lazy morning. 

 

They all managed to be ready for their departure from the hotel at 12.00 
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A note from  
Han Cuperus 

Rotary Club of Rotterdam  

 

07 December 2016 

 

 Good afternoon, 

 

During our Rotary Lunch in Rotterdam, I gave the flag, which I received in Jerusalem, to 

our chairman.  

I hereby mail you the picture of Mr. Winfried van den Muijsenbergh and myself. I hope 

you had a nice meeting this afternoon.  

 

Thank you for the receipt two weeks ago.  

With best regards  

from Han Cuperus 

 

 

Exchange of flags  between President Dan Shanit, Ro-

tary Jerusalem and  Hans Cuperus, Rottary Club of of 

Rotterdam. 

YMCA, Jerusalem 23 November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Han Cuperus giving the Jerusalem 

Rotary Flag to Mr. Winfried van den 

Muijsenbergh, Chairman of the Rotary 

Club of Rotterdam 
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    International Toast 
            From Guido De Weerd  

 

The Rotary Club of Mount Vernon, 

Virginia, U.S.A. 

https://www.facebook.com/MVRCVA/ 

 

During these past weeks everybody is talking about the 
outgoing and incoming President of the USA.             

 
Today we remember the 
first President of the 
U.S.A. 
George Washington 
 
117 years ago. George 

Washington was born in 1732 in Pope’s Creek (Virginia) 
and he became during his lifetime a legendary figure, as 
the first Commander of the Continental Army (1775-
1783). He died in Mount Vernon (Virginia), on the 
14th December 1799  
History is full of examples of military commanders seiz-
ing political power during times of  
revolution – like Julius Caesar, Napoleon Bonaparte, and 
Mao Zedong.  
Washington considered it as paramount that the United 
States Armed Forces are  
subordinate to civilian rule.  George Washington’s resig-
nation as Commander signaled to the world and the 
American people that 
this new nation would 
be founded on modern 
principles.   
 Some years later, in 
1787, Washington be-
came the first elected 
President of the USA. He lived mainly in New York, but in 
July 1790, the Congress passed the Residence Act, which 

called for the permanent capital of 
the United States to be on the  
Potomac River (the future  
Washington D.C.).  
 
 

Washington specified the 
location of the federal 
district, The President's  
Mansion (the White 
House), and the  Capitol. 
 

Washington also had very liberal 
ideas on religion. 
On August 18, 1790, congregants 

of the Touro Synagogue of  
Newport, Rhode Island, warmly 
welcomed him to both their place 
of worship and their city.  
Washington’s letter of response to the Synagogue  

delivered on the same day is famous 
for reinforcing the idea of religious 
liberty in American life.  
Washington promised the Synagogue 
more than mere religious tolerance, 
explaining that "It is now no more that 

toleration is spoken of as if it were the indulgence of one 
class of people that another enjoyed the exercise of 
their inherent natural rights."   
Only some years after resigning as President , 
George Washington died on the 
14th of December 1799 at his home 
in Mount Vernon, now a place of 
pilgrimage for the first modern 
President in history, who influenced 

politics to this day. 
Mount Vernon ,Virginia has about  
30.000 people and is famous because George Washing-
ton’s home is there.  
 
The local Rotary Club was founded in 1976. The mem-
bers meet at Cedar Knoll Restaurant, at 9030 Lucia Lane, 
every Wednesday at 6.45 pm. The Club belongs to  
District 7610.  
This year's President is Douthard R. Butler. The Club has 
16 members with four women.  

THE CLUB SPONSORED ORGANIZATIONS LIKE; 

Mount Vernon High School Interact Club  
Humanity Matters Interact Club  
Supports international 
projects 
 
 
Two Paul Harris-

Fellows of Rotary Club 

Mount Vernon 2015  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA,  
26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 13:00. 
The last Wednesday of each month is a dinner 
meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and lone 
soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  
For this and other enquiries please contact us 
through the Contact section on the website. 

 
Please visit our website: 
www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy Hour 

                                                                                                                          

Thanks to all friends for sending in their  

contribution to the Happy Hour!!!! 

http://www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org

