
 

 
 

       
 
  
         

                  
   BULLETIN 

JERUSALEM 
ROTARY CLUB 

Chartered 1929 

Club #13459   District    
2490 

 

          19 August 2020             

 
 

  

 

 
 

Club #13459 
 

Club Officers  
2020-2021 
  

President  
Dieter Ziulkowski 
Secretary  
R/ Geert Cohen Stuart  
Treasurer  
Robert Hammer 
Immediate P/P  
Robert Hammer 

Board Members 
P/P Eli Kenner 
P/P David Seligman  
P/P Dan Shanit 
P/P Don Edelstein 
PDG Irène Lewitt 
R/Carry Polak 
R/Louis Polak 
R/Mark Mina 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
    

Today’s Program  

 "The Ritual Jesus Bath? Unearthing a Second Temple Galilean Mikva"  

Steve Gray, Amateur Archaeologist/Tour Guide, Kibbutz Hannaton  
 
Rabbi Haviva Ner-David, Shmaya Mikvah Director, Kibbutz Hannaton  

 

Haviva Ner-David was ordained privately in 2005 by Rabbi Aryeh Strikovsky, an 
Orthodox rabbi in Jerusalem, and then again in 2016 at One Spirit Interfaith 
Seminary in NYC, where she studied in both the ministry and spiritual counseling 
programs. Haviva is also trained in dream work and nature soul retrieval work. A 
strong believer in following the heart and living from the soul to create one’s 
unique spiritual journey, Haviva counsels individuals and couples, including but not 
only many rabbis and rabbinical students. 

Calling herself a post-denominational inter-spiritual rabbi, her specialty is in 
mikveh and spiritual counseling – often, but not always, combining the two. She is 
the founding rabbi of *Shmaya: A Mikveh for Mind, Body and Soul *on Kibbutz 
Hannaton, where she lives with her life partner, Jacob, and their children. Haviva 
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wrote her doctoral dissertation on the changing understandings of mikveh and 
nidah from the time of the TaNaKH until the present, and she is proud to consider 
as her pulpit the only human-built mikveh in Israel that offers ritual immersion to 
everyone. 

Steve Gray recently took his longtime hobby of guiding individuals around Israel 
and made it his primary vocation.  He has been working with Keshet 
InnovatioNation programs since August of 2010 concentrating on the 
development of the hi-tech and business touring programs.  . 

Steve left Intel in 2009 after almost 15 years, most of which were as part of the 
Intel Capital Team, where he guided investing in Israeli startups that were aligned 
with Intel’s strategic goals.  An early member of the Intel Capital Israel team, Steve 
had a hand in virtually all of Intel’s venture investments in Israel. 

Prior to joining Intel, Steve’s varied career included serving as CFO for an Israeli 
security hardware manufacturer, financial manager at a solar energy developer 
and a member of an agricultural commune, Kibbutz Gesher Haziv, in northern 
Israel where he was controller in their plastics factory.  Before making Aliyah, he 
was a partner in a local CPA firm in the Boston area after beginning his career with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

Currently, in addition to tour guiding, Steve is serving as Treasurer of the 
Educational and Spiritual Center at Kibbutz Hannaton where he is a member. 

Steve received a B.S. in management science from Rensellaer Polytechnic Institute 
in 1971 and a Masters in Accountancy from Northeastern University in 1972. He 
became an Israeli CPA in 1980.  He completed the Israeli tour guide course with 
The Tourism School of the University of Haifa and has been guiding groups of 
Business students, investors and business people on tours of Israel combining the 
stories of the 1st Century with the miracles of the 21st Century. 

 
We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, click on 

the following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or 
only the numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
Congratulations on the wedding anniversary of David and Lea Neumann on 20 
August. Happy birthday to Carry one day later on 21 August. Mazal Tov and many 
happy returns 
 
Our most sincere condolences to our dear member Don Edelstein on the passing 
of his wife Paula. Don, our thoughts are with you  
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  The President’s Corner 

With today’s technology a satellite from space can take a photo of any place in the world, enlarge the photo and 
it is possible to read the licence plate of a car in the photo. Absolutely amazing. Most of us carry our 
smartphones, shoot instant pictures of objects or selfies. Our once  cherished optical single lens cameras are 
almost forgotten. It is only less than 200 years ago that a first type of photograph was presented to the world. 
The continuous advance in technology is mind boggling and has not finished yet. It is a challenge to all of us to 
stay in touch with the constant developing of modern technology. Good luck with your personal learning curve. 

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski     

 

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Paris Concorde 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 19 August, the day of our meeting: 

1791 Benjamin Banneker sends a copy of his Almanac and writes a letter to Thomas Jefferson criticizing his pro-
slavery stance and requesting justice for African Americans using language from the Declaration of Independence. 
Benjamin Banneker (November 9, 1731 – October 19, 1806) was a free African-American almanac author, 
surveyor, landowner and farmer who had knowledge of mathematics and natural history. Born in Baltimore 
County, Maryland, to a free African-American woman and a former slave, Banneker had little or no formal 
education and was largely self-taught. He became known for assisting Major Andrew Ellicott in a survey that 
established the original borders of the District of Columbia, the federal capital district of the United States. 
Banneker's knowledge of astronomy helped him author a commercially successful series of almanacs. He 
corresponded with Thomas Jefferson on the topics of slavery and racial equality, Jefferson having earlier drafted 
the United States Declaration of Independence. Abolitionists and advocates of racial equality promoted and 
praised Banneker's works.  

                                       

 

1839 Details of Louis Daguerre's 1st practical photographic process are released in Paris. Louis Daguerre was born 
in Cormeilles-en-Parisis, Val-d'Oise, France. He was apprenticed in architecture, theatre design, and panoramic 
painting to Pierre Prévost, the first French panorama painter. Exceedingly adept at his skill of theatrical illusion, 
he became a celebrated designer for the theatre, and later came to invent the diorama, which opened in Paris in 
July 1822. In 1829, Daguerre partnered with Nicéphore Niépce, an inventor who had produced the world's first 
heliograph in 1822 and the oldest surviving camera photograph in 1826 or 1827. Niépce died suddenly in 1833, 

  Benjamin Benneker       Louis Daguerre Mohammad Mossadegh 
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but Daguerre continued experimenting, and evolved the process which would subsequently be known as the 
daguerreotype. After efforts to interest private investors proved fruitless, Daguerre went public with his 
invention in 1839. At a joint meeting of the French Academy of Sciences and the Académie des Beaux Arts on 7 
January of that year, the invention was announced and described in general terms, but all specific details were 
withheld. Under assurances of strict confidentiality, Daguerre explained and demonstrated the process only to 
the Academy's perpetual secretary François Arago, who proved to be an invaluable advocate. Members of the 
Academy and other select individuals were allowed to examine specimens at Daguerre's studio. The images were 
enthusiastically praised as nearly miraculous, and news of the daguerreotype quickly spread. Arrangements were 
made for Daguerre's rights to be acquired by the French Government in exchange for lifetime pensions for 
himself and Niépce's son Isidore; then, on 19 August 1839, the French Government presented the invention as a 
gift from France "free to the world", and complete working instructions were published. In 1839, he was elected 
to the National Academy of Design as an Honorary Academician. Daguerre died, from a heart attack, on 10 July 
1851 in Bry-sur-Marne, 12 km (7 mi) from Paris. A monument marks his grave there. Daguerre's name is one of 
the 72 names inscribed on the Eiffel tower.  

1953 The democratically elected Prime Minister of Iran Mohammad Mosaddegh is overthrown in a coup 
orchestrated by the United Kingdom and the United States. Mosaddegh had sought to audit the documents of 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (AIOC), a British corporation (now part of BP) and to limit the company's control 
over Iranian oil reserves. Upon the refusal of the AIOC to co-operate with the Iranian government, the parliament 
(Majlis) voted to nationalize Iran's oil industry and to expel foreign corporate representatives from the country. 
After this vote, Britain instigated a worldwide boycott of Iranian oil to pressure Iran economically. Initially, Britain 
mobilized its military to seize control of the British-built Abadan oil refinery, then the world's largest, but Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee opted instead to tighten the economic boycott while using Iranian agents to undermine 
Mosaddegh's government. Judging Mosaddegh to be unreliable and fearing a Communist takeover in Iran, UK 
prime minister Winston Churchill and the Eisenhower administration decided to overthrow Iran's government. 
Following the coup in 1953, a government under General Fazlollah Zahedi was formed which allowed Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi, the last Shah of Iran to rule more firmly as monarch. He relied heavily on United States support to 
hold on to power. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Paris Concorde on the invention of photography by Louis Daguerre, a 
major achievement with huge benefits for the industrial revolution of mankind. 

                                                                                                                                                                 Dieter Ziulkowski                                     

  Some other news  
 
Food for thought: 

                           
 

      negative thinking does not bring positive life 
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Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
       

                                    
 
 
Eli and the Russian Ambassador to Thailand during a visit to RC Bangkok South:   
 
 

                                                                                 
 



         Flags on all bridges in Netanya. Photo taken on 17 August: 
 

                                                      
 
                                                            
                                          

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


