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Today’s Program - "Engineering Challenges in Space"  

Melvin Cohen, Aerospace Engineer, Ramat Gan  
 
Mel Cohen’s 50-year engineering career has focused on systems effectiveness related to 
satellites and launch vehicles. During his working years, he has been involved in the 
development of computer chips, semiconductors and functional electronic sub-systems.  

Mel’s first employment included work on the Apollo Program aimed at putting man on the 
moon. Further into his career, he worked as a consultant to NASA, JAXA and ESA in their 
Space Programs. Most of his engineering work was devoted to the development of The 
Global Positioning System (GPS) along with weather and communications satellites.  In 
addition to this, Mel managed an annual international meeting for the purpose of sharing 
information about electronic parts materials and processes -- The Space Parts Working 
Group Meeting. The Meeting was attended by scientists and engineers from the United 
States, Europe  and Japan.  

Mel has a BA Degree in Economics and a BSEE Degree from The University of Southern 
California. 

  

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the  

 
Upcoming Events 

 
19 May, 2021 
tba  
 
 



 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you 
shortly. Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 
Fellowship Greetings  
 
On 18 May Mark Mina will celebrate  his anniversary. Congratulations  and enjoy your 
day!!! 

                                          

                                                                                                    

  The President’s Corner 

Coming Sunday 16 May your President will be honored by the Rotary Club of Keokuk, Iowa with the Paul Harris 
Foundation Award for his involvement in the lectures about the PEACE PIPE LETTERS. It has been the pleasure to 
report on this project some time ago. Since then I have participated with Tony Conn, RC Keokuk and Dr. Yogi 
Reppmann, RC Northfield, Minnesota in many presentations, especially in view of the German Rotary Club and 
their treatment of none Aryan or undesirable Rotary  members during the early years of Nazi rule in Germany. 

You are all invited at the Zoom award ceremony at 20.00 evening ( 8.00 pm ) Israel time. Here are the login 
details: 

https://zoom.us/j/7424372565?pwd=bkFLb0wrYXNjVVV0eEdjazhUcGNHUT09 
Meeting ID: 742 437 2565 

Tony and Yogi have published a very informative  magazine on the internet A new informative Rotary magazine 

– p’review – for our Rotary Peace Working Conference. More details you will  find under ‘Some Other News’ in 

this bulletin. Very good reading and it is worthwile to have a look at it. 

                                                                                                                                                                       Dieter Ziulkowski 

     International Toast – Rotary Club of Delhi, India 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 12 May, the day of our meeting: 

1215 English barons serve ultimatum on King John which eventually leads to the creation and signing of the 
Magna Carta. Magna Carta Libertatum (Medieval Latin for "Great Charter of Freedoms"), commonly called 
Magna Carta (also Magna Charta; "Great Charter"), is a royal charter of rights agreed to by King John of England 
at Runnymede, near Windsor, on 15 June 1215.  First drafted by Archbishop of Canterbury Stephen Langton to 
make peace between the unpopular king and a group of rebel barons, it promised the protection of church rights, 
protection for the barons from illegal imprisonment, access to swift justice, and limitations on feudal payments to 
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the Crown, to be implemented through a council of 25 barons. Neither side stood behind their commitments, and 
the charter was annulled by Pope Innocent III, leading to the First Barons' War. 

1949 1st foreign woman ambassador received in USA Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit of India. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit (18 
August 1900 – 1 December 1990) was an Indian diplomat and politician who was the first female elected to 6th 
Governor of Maharashtra and 8th President of the United Nations General Assembly. Hailing from a prominent 
political family, her brother Jawaharlal Nehru was the first Prime Minister of independent India, her niece Indira 
Gandhi the first female Prime Minister of India and her grand-nephew Rajiv Gandhi was the sixth Prime Minister 
of India. Pandit was sent to London as India's most important diplomat after serving as Nehru's envoy to the 
Soviet Union, the United States and the United Nations. Her time in London offers insights into the wider context 
of changes in Indo–British relations. Her High-Commissionership was a microcosm of inter-governmental 
relations.[ In 1921, she was married to Ranjit Sitaram Pandit (1893–1944), a successful barrister from Kathiawar, 
Gujarat and classical scholar who translated Kalhana's epic history Rajatarangini into English from Sanskrit. Her 
husband was a Maharashtrian Saraswat Brahmin, whose family hailed from village of Bambuli, on the Ratnagiri 
coast, in Maharashtra. He was arrested for his support of Indian independence and died in Lucknow prison in 
1944, leaving behind his wife and their three daughters Chandralekha Mehta, Nayantara Sehgal and Rita Dar. It is 
also being rumoured that before marrying Ranjit Sitaram Pandit she secretly married a Muslim journalist named 
Syed Hasan, but some of her senior family members separated the couple 

                     

 

1965 Israel & West Germany exchange letters beginning diplomatic relations. Germany–Israel relations refers to 
the diplomatic relationship between the Federal Republic of Germany and the State of Israel. After the end of 
World War II and the Holocaust, relations gradually thawed as West Germany offered to pay reparations to Israel 
in 1952 and diplomatic relations were officially established in 1965. Nonetheless, a deep mistrust of the German 
people remained widespread in Israel and the Jewish diaspora communities worldwide for many years after. 
Relations between East Germany and Israel never materialised. Israel and Germany now maintain a "special 
relationship" based on shared beliefs, Western values, and a combination of historical perspectives. Among the 
most important factors in their relations is Nazi Germany's genocide of Jews in Europe during the Holocaust. 
Germany is represented in Israel through its embassy in Tel Aviv and honorary consuls in Eilat and Haifa. Israel is 
represented in Germany through its embassy in Berlin and its Consulate-General in Munich. Both countries are 
full members of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the Union for the 
Mediterranean.  

Today we are toasting  the Rotary Club of Delhi, chartered in 1939 on the remarkable woman Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit India’s first female ambassador. This was another milestone in the emancipation  of women. 

                                                                                                                                                                      Dieter Ziulkowski      

 

 

      Magna Carta 1215         Vijaya Pandit     Ben Gurion and Adenauer 
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  Some other news  
 
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 
                             

                          

                      

 

 
e-mail from former RC Jerusalem member Rizek Abusharr: 
 
Dear Dieter,  
 
We have never met BUT I want to thank you for keeping me on your list. 
 
The Claremont Rotary Club meets weekly on zoom. I have been a member of the club since I lefty Jerusalem for 
the US in 2006. Active for two years and since then an honorary member. 
 
I look forward to your bulletin. Give my regard to those who still remember me, especially Ruth, David, Irene, 
Sandy, Don, Shlomo and Dick Fain whom I know very well and also know that he has not been well. 
 
Regards  
P/P Rizek 
 
 
 A new informative Rotary magazine – p’review – for our Rotary Peace Working Conference : 

 

A new informative Rotary magazine – p’review – for our Rotary Peace Working Conference    



In 2019, at the conclusion of our Flensburg book gathering in celebration of “The Keokuk Peace Letters, 1932-

2022 – Letters to Friends,” Tony Conn and I were asked: So what’s next!?  

Little did we know that the murder of George Floyd in our home state of Minnesota, coupled with the 

Washington uprising of January 6, would end up making our Zoom presentation “The Keokuk Peace Letters, 1932-

2022: Nationalism, Then and Now” our most moving international Rotary talk. 

Before the question as to “What’s next” came up, Tony and Yogi had started to organize a hybrid Rotary Working 

Conference titled “How to Shape the Future.” 

www.PeaceConference.us 

   

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch 
/dinner, the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals 
can be ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a 
message to our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 

http://www.peaceconference.us/

