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Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Yaron Amitai 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Eli Kenner 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Nezar Tannous 

Board Members: 

R/ Art Braunstein 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

R/Guido de Werd 

P/P Ruth Harris 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Dan Shanit 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programmes 
 

23 September Meeting: 

No Meeting (Yom Kippur) 

 

30 September Meeting: 

No Meeting (Sukkot holi-

day) 

 

7 October Meeting: 

Pending 

 

15 October (Thursday) 

WATEC Rotary Day 

  

 This Week’s Programme  

 R / Sari Taha 

   Zolair Energy Ltd.  
 

                      "Energy Access and  

              Emerging Markets"  
    

 

Sari Taha is a graduate  of the Israel Institute of Technology and 

holds a Bachelor of Science in mechanical engineering. 

Sari grew up in Jerusalem. His grandfather on his father’s side is a 

Jerusalem icon, Abu Shukri, the founder of the famous hummus res-

taurant in the old city, and his mother comes from Silwan village.  

Sari started his career as an Engineer, his first position was a site 

engineer for a large construction projects in the West Bank. He then 

travelled to Africa and worked in Nigeria as a production engineer 

in the plastic industry.  

When he returned from Africa he decided to pursue a professional 

master degree. During his MBA studies at the Technion, Sari co-

founded Zolair Energy with his Canadian energy specialist col-

league Mark Rabin, and a German social entrepreneur Rolf 

Papsdorf. Zolair is an innovative Renewable Energy company that 

provides off-grid electrification solutions for the developing com-

munities worldwide.  

Zolair strives to be a micro-utility providing clean, affordable off-

grid energy solutions for the developing world, using their proprie-

tary  wireless activation and payment system.  

Their  new energy appliance, the PILA-1, is a silent, emission-free 

electricity unit, the size of a toolbox, which is powered by inter-

changeable zinc cartridges and is 

ideal for remote areas that are off 

the grid, outdoor use and emergen-

cy/disaster relief. It can produce 

various DC and A/C voltages. 

Zolair’s mission is to enable lights, 

education, and employment in off-

grid communities, creating a posi-

tive social impact. 
Zolair PILA-1      
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DG Visit 

Visit of District Governor Emile al 

Asmar (2015-2016) 
 

Last Wednesday we had the pleasure to host our 

District Governor, Emile al Asmar and his charm-

ing wife Katerina.  The visit started at the Hadas-

sah Har Hatzofim Hospital where we were met by 

Professor Wexler of the Paediatric Department 

who took the group that included Ruth, David L 

and David S, to the classroom that was established 

with the help of a Matching Grant project.  The 

classroom 

serves the 

needs of 

children 

who have 

to attend 

the de-

partment for day care treatment on an extended 

period, and its  staff members speak both Hebrew 

and Arabic, so that children from all the communi-

ties of Jerusalem use the facility. The classroom 

allows the children to continue with their studies 

and not to fall behind their classmates. Some 

schools are linked by two way video that enables 

some of the children to participate in lessons in 

real time. 

We 

moved 

on to the 

large 

park in 

Musrara 

where 

East and 

West 

Jerusalem abut. Here, to celebrate Rotary’s Cen-

tennial Year and once again with a Matching 

Grant, we established a play area with modern 

equipment and with safety floor covering, for all 

the children of the area. We were glad to see that 

the area is well maintained and that the play 

equipment was all in use and in good condition.   

Once back at the YMCA, President Yaron wel-

comed Emile and gave an overview of the club’s 

vision for the coming year that encompassed a 

growth in membership, greater participation in 

club and district events and a wide range of out-

ings. 

On to lunch where Emile and Katerina joined in 

lively conversation with the members present.  

After an enthusiastic clang of the Bell and the con-

clusion of Rotary business, President Yaron intro-

duced District Governor Emile.  Emile congratu-

lated the club on maintaining its long tradition of 

service and its wide range of projects, community 

service and the active Foundation that awards 

scholarships to Jerusalem students.   

The DG further stressed the need for the wider 

involvement of Rotarians and for them to have to 

have a greater awareness of the scope of activities 

at the individual, club, district and international 

levels.  Emile thanked the club for the warmth of 

his and his wife’s welcome, for the attractive Bro-

chure, on the club’s history and activities that had 

been prepared by Shlomo and had been present-

ed to him. He then wished the club all success in 

its future activities. 

To commemorate his visit the District Governor 

was presented with a certificate for the trees that 

club had planted in his name in the Paul Harris 

Peace Forest near Safed (Tsfat). 

David S.  

 

    
 

 

Dear fellow Rotarians in Jerusalem, 

Enclosed please find our New Year wishes. Bar-

bara and I keep very fond memories of our 

friendship with you, and we do hope we will see 

at least some of you again in 5776, either in Jeru-

salem or at our home in the Rhineland. 

Warm regards 

Michael & Barbara Mertes 
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International Toast 

       The Rotary Club  

                         of Strasburg 
 

 

On the occasion of the birthday of artist and 

sculptor, Jean Arp, sometimes called Hans 

Arp. 

Every day , on King George V Avenue, many 

of you pass an  impressive, almost four me-

ters high polished steel-sculpture, consisting 

of three figures, resembling dancing people, 

cut out in the form of silhouettes. The sculp-

ture forms the center of the Meir Sherman 

Garden, which was opened in 1971, just next 

to the polygonal Restaurant Pa-

vilion. If you stop one moment 

and go nearer, you can read 

the inscription on a dedication 

stone: “Jean Arp, 

“On the Threshold 

of Jerusalem, 1961

-1972”. At first 

sight the sculpture 

appears to block 

your view, but on 

a second, look you 

can see that the 

sculpture opens 

the viewer into 

the space behind 

it as well. As such it functions as a sort of tran-

sition between the two-dimensional and the 

three-dimensional. This is the reason for the 

word “Threshold” in the title. The “Threshold

-Sculptures” – Arp’s latest works - create per-

spective, but show also the more transcen-

dental dimension 

of crossing a 

threshold. The 

sculpture is an en-

larged version of 

Arp’s “The Three 

Graces” (1961) 

and has been giv-

en to Jerusalem by Arthur and Madeleine 

Lejwa of New York, close friends of the artist. 

Jean Arp is one of the most important sculp-

tors of the 20th century and his works can be 

found in museums all over the world. He was 

not on-

ly a 

sculp-

tor, but 

also a 

painter and is one of the founders of  

“Dadaism” and “Surrealism”.  He was born 

on the 16th September of 1886 in Strasbourg, 

as a son of a German father and a French 

mother, in the time Strasbourg belonged to 

the 

Ger-

man 

Em-

pire. 

In the 

twen-

ties, 

after 

Stras-

bourg became French again, Arp invited oth-

er important artists to the city.  

Today Strasbourg is the important capital of 

modern Europe, the seat of the Council of  

Europe and of the European Parliament and 

considered the legislative and democratic 

capital of the European Union.   

In this international city Rotary is “at home” 

and hosts eleven clubs. The oldest one, Club 

Strasburg, was founded 87 years ago, in 1928, 

during the time that Arp was involved in the 

construction of the now world-famous Café 

Aubette in Strasbourg. The club belongs to 

the district 1680 and has more than 80 mem-

bers.  

The club meets every Thurs-

day for lunch at the Hotel 

Mercure, and every first 

Thursday for dinner at 7 

p.m. at “Cercle Européen” 

at the Rue Massenet. The 

President 2015 / 2016 is 

Jean Gianni Cian. The club is supporting 

many Rotarian-Projects.                                                      

 

                                                       Guido de W.  

 

On the Threshold of Jerusalem 

Pres. Jean Gianni Cian 

Threshold Sculpture, Reflections 
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 75, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance. For this and 

other enquiries please e-mail club secretary David Li-

lienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

Happy Hour    
 

                                                                                                                                           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  Contributions by David L.  


