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 This Week’s Programme 

R/Maggie Hovhanessian: 

"Creating community in Jerusalem" 

R/ Maggie Hovhanessian is an Armenian Christian 

brought up in a small house in the heart of Jerusa-

lem’s Old City, where her Grandparents have lived 

since they first arrived to Jerusalem as orphans from 

the 1915 Armenian Genocide. Raised in a family 

where strong religious values rooted in Eastern Ar-

menian Orthodox teachings were emphasized, her 

parents have always wanted their children to identify 

with their Armenian culture and roots.  

Maggie attended the Armenian high school in the Ar-

menian Quarter and was brought up in a very diverse 

and international setting. Living in Jerusalem, and be-

ing an Armenian Christian minority in the Holy Land 

has tremendously helped shape her identity from a 

very young age. This experience has helped her identify with other cul-

tures and identities; her Jewish, Christian and Moslem friendships have 

taught her to interact, coexist, respect and value cultures different from 

her own. 

After completing high school, Maggie worked at the YMCA as a summer 

camp leader and a swimming instructor, becoming part of the YMCA fam-

ily over the years. 

Maggie completed her BA degree in Business and Economics in Chicago, 

USA, and her Masters in International Logistics and Supply Chain Man-

agement in Sweden, where her thesis focused on humanitarian logistics. 

She hopes to promote 

peace through business 

and NGO endeavors.  

 

Luncheon meeting at the 

Jerusalem YMCA, Wednes-

day, 19 November at 13:00 

 

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
November 26: 

Herb Keinon, Diplomatic 

correspondent, The Jerusa-

lem Post: “Coundown to 

Iranian nuclear capability? 

The US-Israeli perspec-

tive”. Dinner meeting 

December 3: 

Club assembly 

 Future Events 
November 26: 

Induction of two new mem-

bers: Lenny Wolfe and  

Michael Borchard 

December 10: 

Annual Bazaar, YMCA 

January 30-31: 

Annual Rotary Paul Harris 

Peace Forest event in Birya 



  

2 

  

 

Dear Editor, 

First I want to apologize for not being able to join 
you in a very interesting outing since I'm leaving for 
a short vacation  with my wife and will be back on 
Sunday the 16th.  

Sandi accepted to be acting president.  

I would like to thank Rita Kersting on behalf of the 
club for arranging this outing which I'm sure all of 
you will enjoy the occasion.  

Though there was a little confusion with the techni-
cal details, I'm sure that with the help of our great 
Secretary, our President Elect and Programme Chair 
everything will be just great.  

Again my special thanks to Rita.  

P/Nezar Tannous 

 

It is a pity that we were not in Israel for the outing 
to the Israel Museum... grapjas!!! (Dutch for jolly 
joker!!!!) 

Love  

Carry Polak 

 

Perry has asked for a policy re the publishing of the 
donations to the Foundation in the weekly bulletin. 
Not being chairman anymore this isn’t really my 
responsibility but it is my understanding that this 
idea was approved in a JRC Board meeting.  

I think all that is needed is for Dick Fain to report 
the donors (without mention of the quantity of the 

donations) and possibly the purpose of the donation 
(birthday, new grandchild, etc.), if specified, and 
that he should get the information to the Bulletin 
editor in sufficient time to be included in the      
Bulletin.  

Given the paucity of the donations given during the 
past year, I would imagine there will be several 
weeks when there will be nothing for Dick to re-
port, but I think it is a good idea to keep in mind a 
perpetual spot for the donations when they do    
occur. 

P/P Kern W.  

 

Baruch Dayan HaEmet. 

We welcome Yossi and Sara Cassuto who have just 
returned to Israel from their summer in Sweden.  

But first , to our regret we send our condolences to 
Sara on the death -after a short sickbed- of her sister 
Margareta (Majsan) Bamberger on 20 October.  

We wish Sara, Yossi and the family much strength 
and wisdom to cope with their loss. 

Second. you may know that Yossi and Sara have just 
moved house. Their new address is: 

Flat 1635, Protea Hills, Moshav Shoresh 90860 

Their new telephone number is 077-865 6635 

Yossi's mobile is still 054-423 2391 

Email: sarawendahl@gmail.com 

We wish them many healthy and good years in their 
new surroundings and hope to see them again soon 
in the club. 

YIR 

S/David Lilienthal  

 

  Committee Meetings 

Programme Committee 

Please be reminded that the Club’s Programme 

Committee will hold its meeting at 14:30 on 

Wednesday, November 19, at the board room of 

the Jerusalem YMCA. 

Art Braunstein, Chair  

 

 

Community Service Committee 

Please be reminded that the Club’s Community 

Service Committee will hold its meeting at 

14:30 on Wednesday, November 19, at the din-

ing room to the Jerusalem YMCA. 

P/P Ruth Harris, Chair  
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  Chef’s Corner 

Le nouveau artichaut est arrivé 

Winter (?) is here, as with it comes the Jerusalem 

artichoke. You might want to try this: 

 1 lb / 450 g Jerusalem artichokes, peeled and cut 
lengthwise into 6 wedges 2/3 inch / 1.5 cm thick 

 3 tbsp freshly squeezed lemon juice 

 8 skin-on, bone-in chicken thighs, or 1 medium 
whole chicken, quartered 

 12 shallots, halved lengthwise 

 12 large cloves garlic, sliced 

 1 medium lemon, halved lengthwise and then 
very thinly sliced 

 1 tsp saffron threads 

 3 1/2 tbsp / 50 ml olive oil 

 2/3 cup / 150 ml cold water 

 1 tbsp pink peppercorns, lightly crushed 

 1/4 cup / 10 g fresh thyme leaves 

 1 cup / 40 g tarragon leaves, chopped 

 2 tsp salt 

 1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper  
 
Put the Jerusalem artichokes in a medium sauce-

pan, cover with plenty of water and add half the 

lemon juice. Bring to a boil, lower the heat and 

simmer for 10 to 20 minutes, until tender but not 

soft. Drain and leave to cool. 

Place the Jerusalem artichokes and all the remain-

ing ingredients, excluding the remaining lemon 

juice and half of the tarragon, in a large mixing 

bowl and use your hands to mix everything to-

gether well. Cover and leave to marinate in the 

fridge overnight, or for at least two hours. 

Preheat the oven to 475°F / 240°C. Arrange the 

chicken pieces, skin side up, in the center of a 

roasting pan and spread the remaining ingredi-

ents around 

the chicken. 

Roast for 30 

minutes. 

Cover the pan 

with alumi-

num foil and 

cook for a fur-

ther 15 min-

utes. At this 

point, the 

chicken should be completely cooked. Remove 

from the oven and add the reserved tarragon and 

lemon juice. Stir well, taste and add more salt if 

needed. Serve at once. 

Reprinted from Jerusalem: A Cookbook, by Yotam 

Ottolenghi & Sami Tamimi, 2012  

 

 International Toast 

I like to be in America 

On his second voyage to the new world, Christo-

pher Columbus landed at Puerto Rico on Novem-

ber 19, 1493.  He had left from Cádiz, Spain with 

17 ships and about 1200 men and was bringing 

European live-

stock (horses, 

sheep, and cat-

tle) and settlers 

to America for 

the first time. 

He spent a only two days there, claiming the is-

land for Spain, christening it San Juan Bautista 

(Saint John the Baptist), and then moving on to 

richer pastures. 

The Taíno Indians, an advanced society with a 

developed agriculture, had been living on the 

island for hundreds of years; they called it 

Borikén (today, Boriquén remains as a symbol of 

native Puerto Rico. 

Today, on the 521st anniversary of Columbus’s 

landing, we offer our International Toast to the  

Rotary Club of Puerto Rico.  They are in Dis-

trict 7000 and meet at noon on Tuesdays at the 

AFDA Club, 2 Calle Cervantes Condado, San 

Juan, PR.  They were founded in 1918. 

L’chaim to President Jorge R. 

González and the 94 members 

of the RC of Puerto Rico! 

Mike R.   
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in ad-

vance. For this and other enquiries please e-mail club 

secretary David Lilienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

 Happy Hour 

Zeitgeist of autumn 2014 

 

 You Are Here 

A pilgrim’s oasis 

Our roving photographer visited the 

St. George Cathedral guesthouse in 

East Jerusalem. Once the haunt of the 

British Mandate’s grandees, the ca-

thedral’s grounds offer an island of 

tranquility in our alleged “City of 

Peace.” 

And the winner is…  

Alas, no winner. Thanks to David S. 

for guessing (wrongly) that -based 

on the Franciscan cross– that it was 

taken at the Custos of the Holy 

Land’s seat at the Franciscan Monsatery near the 

New Gate or 

the Latin Patri-

archate. 

Yaron A.  


