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Upcoming Programs   

 
June 21st—Lunch 

The Honorable  
Mr.Gilles Beschoor Plug,  
Ambassador-Embassy of the  
Kingdom of the Netherlands  
“Dutch-Israeli Relations in a 
Changing World" 
 
July 5th—Changeover Dinner 

YMCA—19:00 hours 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggestions for speakers or  
subjects for a talk or discussion 
are welcome. 
Please write to the Chair of the 
Program Committee,  
Art Braunstein, via the Contact 
Form on our website. 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org 

 

  This Week’s Program 

 

Hovhannes Tovmasyan  

               Translation Consultant & Trainer  

        ―An Armenian Overview – Heritage and Challenges‖  

 

Hovhannes Tovmasyan was born 40 years ago in a town in the 
north of Armenia.  

Hovhannes was able to take the entrance exams for post-
graduate studies at Yerevan State University. Three years lat-
er, he earned his degree in philology, having developed lan-

guage, teaching and research skills. 

Hovhannes thereafter held several positions. He has taught the Armenian lan-
guage and culture to hundreds of US Peace Corps volunteers in Armenia. He de-
veloped and conducted small business management training programs for hun-
dreds of Armenian entrepreneurs in the capital city and rural areas of the coun-
try.  Hovhannes has worked in a number of World Bank projects, including one 
in conjunction with the Ministry of Finance as a project management trainer for 
government employees. He has also worked extensively with the non-profit sec-
tor as a translator for BA/MA university programs focusing on Bible studies.  

His translation experience helped him develop a strong interest in Bible studies. 
Soon Hovhannes connected with a US-based Bible-translation agency that en-
rolled him in a five-year internship program, which has earned him the recogni-
tion for an exegetical facilitator for Bible translation projects worldwide. Cur-
rently, he provides exegetical advice to Bible translation projects in Central Asia 
and is translating the Psalms from the Hebrew text (BHS) into modern Armeni-
an. This background prompted him to save money to come to Israel and deepen 
his study of Hebrew.  
He works to share Jewish wisdom with the Armenians and to show some of the 
Armenian cultural and natural wealth to Israelis who plan to visit Armenia for 
vacation and business linkages. 

 

 
 

 

 
Armenia, where natural beauty, wine and brandy trump a troubled past and a vol-
atile present 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/travel/armenia-where-natural-
beauty-wine-and-brandy-trump-a-troubled-past-and-a-volatile-present/
articleshow/59085967.cms 
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Dear  Friends, 

Important announcements! 

Fromour President Dan Shanit regarding the Atlanta Convention on page 

6 of the Bulletin ! 

 

Rotary’s Traditional Changeover, on the 5th  of  July 2017—19:00 hours, 

at our usual hangout, the YMCA.   

We shall be saying Good bye  and Thank you to  President Dan Shanit, 

and Hello and Good Luck to President Elect David Lilienthal. 

Invitation on page 3 of the Bulletin 

 

  

Please, save the   date.  

I trust that I will see you all then! 

 

I wish you all a very good week till the next Bulletin ! 

 

Rosa 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

From your Editor 
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After 20 years in Jerusalem, 18 of which as members of the 

Jerusalem  Rotary  Club, our dear Kern Wisman and his love-

ly wife Barbara  are going back to the US. 

 

 

 

We  were all gathered (40 of us) to 

bid them farewell and wish them 

well in their new adventure,  and 

tell them how much we shall miss 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to see them soon  

during one of their many  

visits here in Jerusalem. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Eli Kern 
Alma Café in Jerusalem  
7th of July 2017. 
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International Toast 
From Guido de Werd 

 

 

On the RC of Geneva International  

Geneva, Switzerland 

http://www.rc-geneve-international.org/ 
 
Today, 31 years ago, 14th June 1986, one 
of the most important writers of the 
twentieth century, Jorge Luis Borges, died 
in Geneva. One can say that he is, per-
haps, one of the most famous writers, 
who never received the Nobel Prize for 
Literature.  
Jorge Luis Borges was born in 1899 to a 
rich family in Buenos Aires, Argentina. At 

home the family spoke Spanish and English. In 1914 the family 
moved to Switzerland.  
The young Jorge Luis went to Cambridge. When the family 
returned to Argentina in 1921, he founded the magazine 
"Prisma".  
In 1927 Borges underwent the first of a series of eight eye-
surgeries. From 1950 to 1953 he was the President of the Ar-
gentine Writers-Association and in1955, although already to-
tally blind, he became the director 
of the Argentine National Library.  
He commented this function:  
"I speak of God's splendid irony in 
granting me at the same time, 
800,000 books and darkness.”   

 
In 1986 Jorge Luis Borges married. In 
the same year, on the 14th of June, he 
died in Geneva and was also buried 
there. 
With his wife 
 
 

Borges war a master of the “phantastic 
story“,  not a writer of  novels. He usually 
always wrote  with a surrealistic content.  
Famous are "The black mirror" (1935), "The 
Aleph" (1946), "The Sandbook" (1975). He 
wrote also poems (a.o. "Los 
Conjurados" (1985) and essays ("History of 
Eternity" (1936).  

Borges had a special relationship with Isra-
el. Borges was a member of the 
“Committee against Racism and Anti-
Semitism,” and his antifascist and philo-
Semitic stance generated accusations that 
he was of Jewish origin. In1934 he encoun-
tered a famous satirical text, searching for 

Jewish Ancestors: “I, a Jew” (“Yo, Ju-
dío").  
Thirty-five years later, in 1969, Borges 
came to Jerusalem and continued his 
admiration and somewhat playful rela-
tionship with the Jewish texts and the 
Jewish people. In his 1969 Jerusalem 

lecture Borges made clear his enthusiasm for both the idea 
and the reality of a Jewish State. Yes, he was blind, but he 
could “see” Jerusalem, and was deeply moved by it. He spoke 
of his deep personal interest in Jewish texts in general and in 
the Kabbalah in particular.  
 
Today we toast The International 
Rotary Club of Geneva.  A very 
young Club, founded on the 20th of 
march 2015, with13 nationalities, 14 women and 17 men as  
founding members. Today the club has 44 members, 21 men 
and 23 women. The Club belongs to District 1990 and is the 
fifth of Geneva Rotary Clubs, 17 years after the creation of the 
RC Palais Wilson. The main language is English, which makes it 
particularly attractive to the 40,000 International communi-
ties based in Geneva or in the region. 
 
The friends meet every Thursday at 6.30 
pm. at the Intercontinental Hotel Geneva.  
 

 
The 2016-2017  
President is Walter B. Gyger. 
 
 
 

The young club has already many projects. In January 2016 
the club organized a Fundraising Gala Dinner in favor of Syri-
an Refugees in Lebanon.  
 
A major event this year will be 
The International Rotary Day at 
the United Nations which the 
International President Elect 
Ian Riseley moved from New 
York to Geneva.  
This event will be on November 
17th of this year, as a part of 
the annual International Peace Week in Geneva.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aerial view of Geneva 
 

This year’s motto is:  

"Peace: Rotary, making a 
difference".   
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Dear Friends, 
I have seen this happen!!!  
This pledge by RI and Bill Gates of 1.2 Billion dollars -  
is likely to finish the job and get rid of Polio at last, FOREVER. 
Regards 
Dan 

~~~~~~~~~~           ~~~~~~~~~~~           ~~~~~~~~~~~          ~~~~~~~~~~          ~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

In Atlanta 

Rotary & Gates Foundation pledge $450 million  
to eradicate polio 

 

 
 

As the world inches closer toward eradicating polio, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and service organiza-
tion Rotary will spend nearly half a billion dollars in an effort to eliminate the disease over the next three years. 
Bill Gates joined Rotary president John Germ to announce this pledge at the annual Rotary International Con-
vention on Monday in Atlanta. 
Beginning July 1, the Gates Foundation will match Rotary's commitment to raise $50 million a year over the next 
three years, two-to-one. That means another $450 million could go to eradicating the disease by 2020. The 
matching program adds to a previous pledge from 2013, when the Gates Foundation pledged to match Rotary 
contributions two-to-one, up to $35 million each year through 2018. With this commitment, the two organiza-
tions will have together raised nearly $1.5 billion to fight polio since 2007. 
The money will fund both the administration of oral vaccinations in the countries where children are still at risk 
for contracting polio, and increase disease surveillance efforts, like testing sewage water, to detect where the 
virus could still be circulating in communities. 
“Some people, especially these days, think the world is getting worse,” Gates said in his speech at the Rotary 
convention. “The progress on polio is a reminder of what people can accomplish when they are bold, deter-
mined, and willing to work together.” 
When the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was started in 1988, polio paralyzed more than 350,000 children 
annually in more than 125 countries. Now, the number of cases has decreased by 99%. India had its last new 
case of polio in 2011. Now the disease is considered endemic, or prevalent, in just three countries: Nigeria, Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. In 2016 there were fewer than 40 new cases diagnosed in those countries. And so far 
this year, there have only been five new diagnoses in Afghanistan and Pakistan; none in Nigeria. 
"If we're looking at only five cases this year, any case could be the last," Carol Pandak, director of Rotary's Polio-
Plus program, told FORBES. To reach a polio-free status requires at least three years with no new polio cases. To 
get to that point, Rotary states that an additional $1.5 billion is needed. 
While one dose of the polio vaccine costs just 15 cents, the investment in health care workers to deliver the vac-
cines, plus ongoing awareness campaigns, are more costly. Children in at-risk countries must receive multiple 
vaccination doses during childhood. And still, more than 400 million children a year are being immunized. 
"We're hopeful that some others will join Rotary and the Gates Foundation in making a commitment to help 
close that $1.5 billion funding gap," Pandak said. 
So far, total global donations have reached about $12 billion to eradicate polio, according to Rotary. But once 
the disease is stopped, there's expected to be $40 to $50 billion in net health savings by 2035. 
Along with fighting polio, the Gates Foundation, which has an endowment of $39.6 billion, is also focused on 
eradicating malaria. To date, the foundation has committed nearly $2 billion in grants to fight malaria and 
over $1.6 billion to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

 
 

Bill Gates and John Germ, Rotary International President, 
during Gates’ speech at the Rotary International Conven-
tion June 12 in Atlanta.  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Weekly Lunch Meetings are at the YMCA,  

26 King David St, Jerusalem Wednesdays at 

13:00. The last Wednesday of each month is a 

dinner meeting at 19:00.  

Meetings are conducted in English.  

Visiting Rotarians and other guests are  

welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner costs: NIS 75, students and 

lone soldiers: NIS 50, children under 18: NIS 30.  

For Kosher meals please book in advance.  

For this and other enquiries please contact us 

through the Contact section on the website. 

Please visit our website: 

www.rotaryclubjerusalem.org  

Happy Hour 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


