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 This Week’s Programme 

The Jerusalem Rotary Foundation 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Our Foundation’s mission as originally stated is to award scholarships to 

deserving students in secondary schools in Jerusalem. Over the past 

years it has concentrated on students who study subjects related to high 

tech to enable them to continue to pursue their studies in this important 

sector of the Israel economy. The criteria for selection includes academic 

excellence, participation in school activities, community service, the eco-

nomic status of the family and the recommendation of the student’s teach-

ers. Each year there are several hundred applications from schools in Je-

rusalem and its environs and after careful scrutiny between 50 to 60 stu-

dents are selected for scholarships by an inde-

pendent committee. Since the scheme started 

over 40 years ago close to 3,000 scholarships 

have been awarded. Every attempt is made to 

ensure that recipients come from every sector 

of Israeli society. 

The Foundation fund has been built up over the 

years with contributions from members of the 

club as well as from friends and family. The 

money raised is invested and awards are made 

from the accrued interest. The Foundation is an amutah, a non-profit or-

ganization, and is monitored by the appropriate agencies under Israeli 

law. All members of the Jerusalem Rotary Club are members of the Foun-

dation according to the regulations affecting an amutah. 

The success of the Foundation is a matter of pride to all members of the 

club and all are expected to share as partners in its activities as fund rais-

ers, contributors, publicists and attendance at the annual award cere-

mony. 

At today’s AGM the annual report will be given of the year’s activities, the 

audited Financial Report will be presented, future plans considered, and 

questions can be put to the Chairman and Board. 

“Participate. It’s your Foundation.” 

Rafi Aldor, Chairman                                               David Seligman, Secretary  

Lunch meeting on Wednesday, 5 November, 13:00 at the Jerusalem YMCA 

Club Officers 
President:  

P/ Nezar Tannous 

Secretary:  

R/ David Lilienthal 

Treasurer: 

P/P Sandi Darmon 

Immediate Past Presi-

dent:   

P/P Sandi Darmon 

President Elect 2015-16:   

R/ Yaron Amitai 

Board Members: 

R/ Yaron Amitai 

P/P Ruth Harris 

P/P Shlomo Khayat 

R/ Mike Rand 

P/P David Seligman 

R/ Nuha Tannous 

P/P Kern Wisman 

PDG Irene Lewitt (ex offi-

cio) 

Upcoming Programme 
November 12: 

Outing to the Israel Mu-

seum, guided by Rita 

Kersting, Guido’s wife. 

Starting 11:30 

November 19: 

Pending 

 Future Events 
December 10: 

Annual bazaar at the 

YMCA.  

January 30-31: 

District outing to the Gali-

lee, incl. the Rotary annual 

event at the Paul Harris 

Peace Forest in Birya 
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 International Toast 

The RC of “St. Joe” 

Walter Cronkite was born in Saint Joseph, Missouri 
on November 4, 1916. 

He was an American broadcast journalist, best 

known as anchorman for the CBS Evening News for 

19 years (1962–81.)  He was often cited as "the 

most trusted man in America” 

and his trademark was ending 

the CBS Evening News with the 

phrase "...And that’s the way it 

is” followed by the date. 

He reported many events, in-

cluding bombings in World War 

II; the Nuremberg trials; combat 

in the Vietnam War; Watergate; 

the Iran Hostage Crisis; and the assassinations of 

President John F. Kennedy, civil rights pioneer Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr., the Beatles John Lennon and also 

the 1960 Winter Olympics. He was known for his 

extensive coverage of the U.S. space program, 

from Project Mercury to the Moon landings to the 

Space Shuttle. 

His last day in the anchor chair at the CBS Eve-

ning News was on March 6, 1981 but he ap-

peared often thereafter on radio, TV, movies and 

personal appearances. 

In June 2009, Cronkite was reported to be termi-

nally ill.  He died on July 17, 2009, at his home in 

New York City. 

His birthplace is on the Missouri River, perhaps 

best known because between April 3, 1860, and 

late October 1861, St. Joseph was one of the two 

endpoints of the Pony Express and in 1882 the 

outlaw Jesse James was killed there at his home.  

It was the westernmost point in the United States 

accessible by rail until after the American Civil 

War. 

The RC of St. Joseph, MO is in District 6040.  It 

was founded in 1912 and now has 67 members.  

They meet on Tuesdays at 11:45 at the Benton 

Club, 402 North 7th Street. 

So today we toast, 

President Donald 

Gladhart and all 

the members of 

the RC of “St. 

Joe”, Missouri, 

USA. 

Mike R.  

 Presidential Address 

 

Dear Members 

In these troubled days violence and political strife abound in our beloved city of  Jerusalem. 
When the ‘other’ is attacked, and when the city sacred to three religions is divided more 
than ever, I want to congratulate Jerusalem Rotary Club members on their exemplary     
behavior that was demonstrated during this turbulent period by not following the mood of  
the street. They did not resort to populist politics but maintained their Rotarian values by 
accepting the individual and the other. I hope that the Jerusalem Rotary Club will continue 
on this path of  tolerance and always respect the other.  

Allow me to conclude with a quote from a speech given at the Vatican by our former Presi-
dent Shimon Peres, “From Jerusalem I have come to call for Shalom - Peace. Peace between 
nations. Peace between faiths. Peace between people. Peace for our children.” 

What more is there to say? 

P/Nezar Tannous 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Joseph,_Missouri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Broadcast_journalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anchorman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_CBS_Evening_News
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg_trials
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watergate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_Hostage_Crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_John_F._Kennedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beatles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_John_Lennon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960_Winter_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Mercury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missouri_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pony_Express
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse_James
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
http://www.rotary32.com/
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  Innocents Abroad 

Yo Ho Ho and a Bottle of Wine! 

What makes the Jerusalem club so special for me 

are the members who join us from other countries 

during the time that they come here on different 

assignments. And what better way can there be to 

forge the friendship that develops than to go and 

visit them in their home country on their return?  

Nikolaus Kircher, from Bonn, a Past President of our 

club and Christiane, his delightful wife, were my 

hosts for five wonderful days. Now you might won-

der what Isaac Newton and Ni-

kolaus have in common but do 

not fret, I’ll enlighten you. Ap-

ple trees. An apple, it is re-

puted, fell on Newton’s head 

and he discovered gravity 

while Nikolaus, while pruning 

his apple tree, fell out of it and 

managed to break his arm and 

damage a couple of vertebrae. 

Hurt but unfazed this was not enough to stop Niko-

laus taking his role as host seriously.  

Amongst others we went for a cruise on the Rhine 

in bright sunshine, had a beer and bratwurst at a 

village fête, visited Beethoven’s house, went to the 

opera to see Fidelio, a visit to Cologne to visit its 

stately cathedral and of course I received exten-

sive tutorials, with the required tastings, on the 

Rhineland wines. This essential learning experi-

ence took 

place in the 

Kircher’s 

lovely home 

with wines 

from Niko-

laus’ well-

stocked cel-

lar, at vari-

ous atmos-

pheric 

Weinhaus Stuben and restaurants. Of course, just in 

case anybody gets the wrong idea, we also ate 

well, either Christiane’s tasty dishes or venison and 

fine cheeses of the region at the restaurants. 

I managed to spend a rainy a day with Michael and 

Barbara Mertes who took me along the stunningly 

beautiful Ahr Valley. Mountains covered with vines 

whose grapes need to be picked by hand as any 

machine would just fall off the steep slopes and of 

course a hotel, with a gastronomically satisfying 

restaurant with panoramic views, where we had 

lunch. Naturally first class wines, so Michael, who 

devised all those fascinating International Toasts 

during his time with us, suggested we toast the Je-

rusalem Rotary Club, which we duly did, with the 

bemused diners looking on. Michael and Barbara 

go hiking in the area and showed me a small old 

Jewish cemetery that they came across nestling 

amongst the 

trees at the 

side of the 

road. Inter-

estingly 

there were 

candles in 

lanterns on 

each grave 

placed there 

as a memo-

rial by the 

local villagers as there are no longer any Jews in 

the area. As the Mertes family had only recently 

returned home we paused at a wine cooperative so 

that Michael could start restocking his wine cellar. 

Naturally we had to taste the extensive range of 

wines before any purchase. 

Unfortunately it was not possible to attend meet-

ings of Niko-

laus and Mi-

chael’s re-

spective 

clubs so they 

organized an 

evening at a 

restaurant in 

Bonn with 

some fellow 

Rotarians. 

Once again we toasted each other’s clubs amidst 

lively conversation as we put the world’s problems 

to right and I presented each club with our olive 

branch banner. 

If truth be told, Nikolaus was not the only injured 

party. I managed to slip in the bathroom and gave 

my leg a solid painful blow that left me hobbling 

about with a walking stick. Christiane was our 

nurse, chauffeur, cook and Guardian Angel. With 

her support and Nikolaus’ full, but amended to 

cope with our combined reduced mobility, touring 

programme, this was indeed a memorable visit. 

Real Rotary friendship and fellowship. 

And so on to Copenhagen. But that’s another story. 

David S  
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Jerusalem Rotary Club 

Meeting at the YMCA, 26 King David St, Jerusalem 

Wednesdays at 13:00, last Wednesday of each month 

at 19:00. Meetings are conducted in English. Visiting 

Rotarians and other guests are welcome.  

Luncheon/Dinner cost: NIS 65, students and lone 

soldiers: NIS 50. For Kosher meals please book in ad-

vance. For this and other enquiries please e-mail club 

secretary David Lilienthal: rawdav@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: 

www.JerusalemRotaryClub.org  

 

 Happy Hour 

Alerts to Threats in Europe 

From JOHN CLEESE 

The English are feeling the pinch in relation to 

recent events in Syria and have therefore raised 

their security level from "Miffed" to "Peeved." 

Soon, though, security levels may be raised yet 

again to "Irritated" or even       

"A Bit Cross." The English have 

not been "A Bit Cross" since the 

blitz in 1940 when tea supplies 

nearly ran out. Terrorists have 

been re-categorized from 

"Tiresome" to "A Bloody Nui-

sance." The last time the British 

issued a "Bloody Nuisance" 

warning level was in 1588, when threatened by 

the Spanish Armada. 

The Scots have raised their threat level from 

"Pissed Off" to "Let's get the Bastards." They 

don't have any other levels. This is the reason 

they have been used on 

the front line of the Brit-

ish army for the last 300 

years. 

The French government 

announced yesterday 

that it has raised its terror alert level from "Run" 

to "Hide." The only two higher levels in France 

are "Collaborate" and "Surrender." The rise was 

precipitated by a recent fire 

that destroyed France 's 

white flag factory, effectively 

paralyzing the country's mili-

tary capability. 

Italy has increased the alert 

level from "Shout Loudly and 

Excitedly" to "Elaborate Military Posturing." Two 

more levels remain: "Ineffective Combat Opera-

tions" and "Change Sides." 

The Germans have increased their 

alert state from "Disdainful Arro-

gance" to "Dress in Uniform and 

Sing Marching Songs." They also 

have two higher levels: "Invade a 

Neighbour" and "Lose." 

Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as 

usual; the only threat they are worried about is 

NATO pulling out of Brussels. 

The Spanish are all excited to 

see their new submarines 

ready to deploy. These beauti-

fully designed subs have glass 

bottoms so the new Spanish 

navy can get a really good look at the old Span-

ish navy. 

Australia, meanwhile, has raised its security 

level from "No worries" to 

"She'll be right, Mate." Two 

more escalation levels re-

main: "Crikey! I think we'll 

need to cancel the barbie 

this weekend!" and "The 

barbie is cancelled." So far 

no situation has ever warranted use of the last 

final escalation level. 

Regards, 

John Cleese, 

British writer, actor and tall person* 

 

* And as a final 

thought - Greece is 

collapsing, the Irani-

ans are getting ag-

gressive, and Rome is 

in disarray. Welcome 

back to 430 BC. 

 


