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Today’s Program 
 

 Tristan Ridley 
“The Long Distance Charity Cyclist” 

 

Tristan Ridley was born in 1990 in Cuckfield, 
England, and grew up near London. He has 
a Bachelors degree in Philosophy and 
Politics, and is serving as an adventure 
cyclist. He is currently on a 100,000 
kilometer bicycle journey around the world 
to raise money for a British charity, ‘Build 
Africa’, working with severely 
disadvantaged children in Kenya and 
Uganda. Tristan is entering this week from 
Jordan. Along his route, `he is mobilizing 

donations for his endeavor. 
 

Tristan has so far been cycling for a little 
under two years, covering 37,000 
kilometers through 42 countries on three 
continents. He expects the journey to 
take him another four or five years - the 
next year will see him cycling the length of 

Africa from Cairo  to Cape Town. As 
you might expect, he has quite a few 
adventure stories to relate.  The last talk he 
gave was at the Rotary Club in Krakòw, 
Poland. 
 
 

 

 
Upcoming Events 
 
19 December Dr. 
Jonathan Devor, Ph.D. 
(Astronomy)  
Research  Director 
Roadmetric Ltd  
Jerusalem 
"Amazing Astronomical 
Discoveries"  
26 December An 
Evening of Mid-Winter 
Madness” 
02 January “Tipat Halav 
in Myanmar” 



 

 
 

The President’s Corner  
 

With this, the 25th club meeting of the Rotary Year, we have reached the mid-point of our 90th Anniversary 

celebration. A good time to look forward to the next half year and to consider what we 

need to do to overcome the concerns that I voiced at the Changeover last June. 

Our first major concern is that of our declining membership numbers. As international 

members are rotated to other posts we bid them farewell with regret but recognize 

that there is nothing that we can do about that. We also have a significant number of 

older members who for all the usual reasons, health and access for example, are no 

longer able to attend regularly and slowly drop out of the club. New members, as 

many clubs worldwide are finding, are difficult to recruit. However we did have a show 

of interest early on and are in the process of interviewing that looks as though there will be positive 

results. The problem of people still working persists as they are unable to join us at midday and are 

reluctant to forgo the limited family time available to them. Still, we will persist and hope for a significant 

increase in the New Year.  We look back wistfully to the glory years when the club had 80 members! 

The other concern  relates to the question of whether Rotary is still relevant today given the number of 

other organisations with similar aims and objectives. Does that really matter? We offer worldwide 

networking, fellowship and help to our community as well as participating in projects both here and in 

distant lands as well. Our Community Services Committee (CSC) continues its years’ long tradition of 

identifying real needs of groups in all communities that fall between the cracks of government support 

and philanthropic help. This is true of Rotary clubs in all countries. In a later Bulletin we plan to describe 

some of the wonderful projects, large and small, that the our CSC have initiated in the past and its 

current busy program. 

Our longest running project, now active for more than 50 years, is our Jerusalem Rotary Foundation. Each 

year we award between 50 to 60 scholarships to Jerusalem students who have excelled both in their 

studies and in their community service. The appreciation expressed by the recipients and their 

teachers is satisfying and heart-warming. I think that we are still relevant and still have an important 

role to play. 

I am looking forward to the next six months that will have our 90th Anniversary celebrations and lots of 

inspiring activity. With your involvement, all will be possible. 

David Seligman   
President 2018-19 

 

Foundation Greetings         Ruth Harris 
 Week 12th December 

 

Birthdays 

 

We have no club birthdays or anniversaries to celebrate this week---however that does 

not mean that we cannot celebrate the joy our scholarship students feel when their 

efforts towards excellence and their contributions to the community are recognized by a 

Jerusalem Rotary Scholarship.  
 

Anniversaries 

 

A 

THOUGHT 

There are so many family occasions to celebrate – births, engagements, weddings, 

graduations, health, recoveries, safe return from trips, and so on and on., 

Mark them with a donation to our Foundation. 

 



  International Toast  
Rotary Club Wien 

 

A plethora of events over this coming historic week. It celebrates milestone events in the arts and culture as well 
as important political shenanigans. 

- 10 December 1884 "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" by Mark Twain is first published in the UK and 

Canada but only in February 1885 in the US due to a printing error 

- 11 December 1983 1st visit to a Lutheran church by a pope by John Paul II in Rome 

- 12 December 1792 In Vienna, Ludwig van Beethoven, aged 22, receives his 1st lesson in music 

composition from Franz Joseph Haydn 

- 13 December 1969 Arlo Guthrie releases "Alice's Restaurant" 

- 14 December 1900 France and Italy sign a secret agreement by which Italy recognizes France's right to 

exploit Morocco in return for France's conceding her the same right in Libya  

- 15 December, 1961 Adolf Eichmann is sentenced to death for war crimes in Israel 

16 December 1880 Transvaal region declares itself as the  

- Republic of South Africa which marks the beginning of the First Boer War between British Empire and 

the Boer South African Republic 

Today we toast the Rotary Club Wien on the cultural event of Ludwig van Beethoven’s first music composition 

lesson by the great Franz Joseph Haydn in Vienna on 12 December, 1792. Both great composers with impressive 

contributions to the world’s cultural heritage. RC Wien was founded in 1925 and has around 130 members, being 

the largest Rotary Club in Austria. Another composer, the famous Franz Lehar composed and dedicated a Rotary 

Hymn to this club. 

   
Staatsopera Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra Burghteater 

Vienna (Wien) is the federal capital and largest city of Austria, and one of the nine states of Austria. The city has a 

population of about 1.9 million (2.6 million within the metropolitan area,  nearly one third of Austria's 

population), and is Austria’s cultural, economic, and political centre.   Art and culture have a long tradition in 

Vienna, including theatre, opera, classical music and fine arts. The Burgtheater is considered one of the best 

theatres in the German-speaking world. Vienna is also home to a number of opera houses, including the Theater 

an der Wien, the Staatsopera and the Volksopera, the latter being devoted to the typical Viennese operettas. 

Dieter Ziulkowski 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1884
https://www.onthisday.com/people/mark-twain
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1983
https://www.onthisday.com/people/john-paul-ii
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1792
https://www.onthisday.com/people/ludwig-van-beethoven
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1969
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1900
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1961
https://www.onthisday.com/people/adolf-eichmann
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1880
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_of_Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgtheater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theater_an_der_Wien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theater_an_der_Wien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_State_Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vienna_Volksoper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operetta


 


