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Today’s Program  –   "Medical Clowning During Corona Purim"  

Rabbi Michael Klein-Katz, Educator  

A native of Philadelphia, USA, Michael Klein-Katz earned a B.A. in Religious Studies at 
Franklin and Marshall College, and received his honorary Doctor of Divinity, Masters in 
Hebrew Literature and Rabbinic Ordination from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion.  Having served Reform congregations and summer camps in America 
for more than a decade, he settled in Jerusalem, where he has devoted himself to inter-
religious and inter-cultural dialogue, adult education, medical clowning, religious tourism 
and raising a family. 

As a spokesman for liberal Judaism, Rabbi Klein-Katz has founded, led and furthered 
Jewish-Christian study groups, Arab-Jewish projects, courses for the study of Judaism by 
Jews and non-Jews alike and taught on the faculty of the Sisters of Zion Sabbatical 
Program for Catholic clergy for ten years.  He serves as a mentor to rabbinic students, and 
as Rabbi to couples he marries and families from Israel and abroad who seek creative 
lifecycle celebrations, especially bar and bat mitzvah ceremonies. He presently serves as 
Lecturer in a number of Israel-based study programs, Visiting Scholar at home and abroad 
and on the auxiliary staff at the St. Louis Hospice as a therapeutic clown. 

 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
24 February, 2021 
Tba 
 



 

 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log in as 
follows: just before 1:00 pm (13:00), of the meeting date, log-in with the 

numbers  82628643933 in the log-in window of ZOOM and the password:  
993943 or at internet site: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82628643933?pwd=N3lxaml3NFQYm1COGF1a3psYnBxUTO9 

You might be informed that you are in a ‘waiting room’ and the host will admit you 
shortly. Please have patience. Our host Robert Hammer will let you in. 

 
Fellowship Greetings  
 
Mazal Tov to Vered Kater and to Aryeh Singer who are celebrating their birthdays on  
26 February. Many happy returns. 
 

                                          

            

                                                                                         

  The President’s Corner 

 
The festival of Purim (Lots) comes this Friday to commemorate the saving of the Jews of the Persian Empire from 
evil Vizar Haman, the first recorded would-be genocidal antisemite as related in the Biblical Book of Esther. He 
held away under King Ahasuerus who is usually understood to refer to Xerxes I, who ruled the Achaemenid 
Empire between 486 and 465 BCE.  As The Book relates, the Jews were saved by Queen Esther (Hadassah) and 
her uncle Mordechai at the last hour. FYI The name Haman is not to be confused with the Ayatollah Khomeini 
(1900-1989) or his successor Ayatollah Khamenei (1939 - ), unless you insist.  
 
Above words were written by our friend Art and are very suitable for this occasion.  Although we do not have a 
physical meeting, please wear a funny hat or anything you think worthwile for our “Purim meeting”.  
Hag Sameach. 

                                                                                                                                                                        Dieter Ziulkowski 

     International Toast – Rotary Club of Hamburg-Deichtor 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 24 February, the day of our meeting: 

1552 Privileges of Hanseatic League in England are abrogated. The Hanseatic League was a commercial and 
defensive confederation of merchant guilds and market towns in Northwestern and Central Europe. Growing 
from a few North German towns in the late 1100s, the league came to dominate Baltic maritime trade for three 
centuries along the coasts of Northern Europe. Hanse territories stretched from the Baltic to the North Sea and 
inland during the Late Middle Ages, and diminished slowly after 1450. The economic crises of the late 15th 
century did not spare the Hanse. Nevertheless, its eventual rivals emerged in the form of the territorial states, 
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whether new or revived, and not just in the west: Ivan III, Grand Prince of Moscow, ended the entrepreneurial 
independence of Hanse's Novgorod Kontor in 1478—it closed completely and finally in 1494. New vehicles of 
credit were imported from Italy, where double-entry book-keeping was invented in 1492, and outpaced the 
Hanse economy, in which silver coins changed hands rather than bills of exchange. Hamburg, officially the Free 
and Hanseatic City of Hamburg,  is the second-largest city in Germany after Berlin and 7th largest city in the 
European Union with a population of over 1.84 million. Hamburg's urban area has a population of around 2.5 
million and its metropolitan area is home to more than five million people. The city lies on the River Elbe and two 
of its tributaries, the River Alster and the River Bille. One of Germany's 16 federated states, Hamburg is 
surrounded by Schleswig-Holstein to the north and Lower Saxony to the south. The official name reflects 
Hamburg's history as a member of the medieval Hanseatic League and a free imperial city of the Holy Roman 
Empire. Before the 1871 Unification of Germany, it was a fully sovereign city state, and before 1919 formed a 
civic republic headed constitutionally by a class of hereditary grand burghers or Hanseaten. 

1797 Colonel William Tate and his force of 1,000-1,500 soldiers surrender after the Last Invasion of Britain 
(according to legend, to Welsh women in tall black hats, mistaken for elite guards regiment). Chef de brigade 
William Tate was the Irish-born American commander of a French invasion force known as La Légion Noire ("The 
Black Legion") which invaded Britain in 1797, resulting in the Battle of Fishguard. The 1,200 to 1,400-strong 
Légion Noire landed at Carregwastad Point, near the Welsh port of Fishguard, on February 22 but surrendered 
three days later. After brief imprisonment, Tate was returned to France in a prisoner exchange in 1798, along 
with most of his invasion force. This was the last invasion of the British mainland by foreign forces. Tate 
reportedly held a grudge against the British because his family had been killed by pro-British Native Americans in 
the American War of Independence, and he advocated Irish republicanism. 

                                                                                                                                

 

1839 Steam shovel patented by William Smith Otis (September 20, 1813 – November 13, 1839),  Philadelphia. 
Otis received a patent for his creation on February 24, 1839. Officially the patent drawing is missing but a drawing 
exists which is said to be the one from the patent and this shows the crane mounted on a railroad car. A load of 
earth could be lifted by the bucket, raised by the crane and turned to be dumped, such as in railcars. The patent 
described how a steam engine of a type then in ordinary use, was installed with a power control mechanism for 
the crane, and a system of pulleys to move its arms and bucket. It could move about 380 cubic meters of earth a 
day, with its 1.1 cubic meter capacity shovel and 180° slewing wooden jib. It was first used on the Western 
Railroad in Massachusetts. Otis was born on September 20, 1813, in Pelham, Massachusetts. He was a cousin of 
Elisha Otis of elevator fame. 

Today we are toasting  the Rotary Club of Hamburg-Deichtor on the city of Hamburg, still remaining a ‘Free and 
Hanseatic  city’ five centuries after the demise of the Hanse league. RC Hamburg-Deichtor was chartered in 
August 1996 and is located at the port of Hamburg. 

                                                                                                                                                                     Dieter Ziulkowski                                                                                                                                                              

       Colonel William Tate  Steam shovel of William Otis 
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  Some other news  
 
Some of the participants of last  ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 

                                                 
                                          
 
 
 
A farewell not from Aviva Goller, YMCA Jerusalem and our reply: 

Dear Dieter and Robert, 

At the end of the week, and after 8.5 remarkable years of working at the institution where I grew up, I am leaving 

my position as Development Director at the Jerusalem International YMCA to pursue a new opportunity. I spent 

my youth at the JIY, and the place embraced me like family when returning after years abroad. In my eyes, there 

is no greater testament to the organisation’s social impact than the influence it has had on my life. I am honoured 

that I met you and the important work of the Jerusalem Rotary Club through my role at the JIY. I look forward to 

hearing about the powerful projects you and the JIY continue to achieve together.  

Until my replacement is appointed, please be in touch with Aviya Yatzkan, Assistant to the CEO. Her email 

address is ceo.assistant@ymca.org.il and her phone number is +972 (0) 2-569-2679. Next week I embark on a 

new adventure, but please do stay in touch. You can write to me at avivagoller@gmail.com or call/text me on 

+972 (0) 58-627-2989. Thank you for your friendship with the JIY. 

Sincerely, Aviva 
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Our reply: 

Dear Aviva, 
 
thousand thanks for your e-mail. We are sorry, for the YMCA and us, that you are leaving this incredible 
institution. However, professional life requires changes from time to time and thus we want to wish you the very, 
very best in your new endeavors.  Success and happiness spiced with lots of fun and enjoyment. Our best wishes 
for your future, Let us stay in touch. 
 
yours 
Dieter 
 

 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


