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Today’s Program 
 

 

 

Marina Pevzner Hennessy 
Chief Operating Officer 

TAG International Development 

 
"Saving the Lives of Mothers 

and Babies in Myanmar" 
 

 

Marina Pevzner Hennessy is the Chief Operating Officer of TAG 
Foundation for Social Development.  Marina has extensive experience in 
corporate responsibility and international development in Israel, US, UK, Sri-
Lanka, Myanmar, Kenya and Georgia.  

Prior to working at TAG, Marina was the Deputy Head of Business 
Development at Shelter UK, one of the largest homelessness charities with 
70 million GBP turnover and Regional Manager at Business in the 
Community, largest Corporate Responsibility organization in the UK. She 
also led research at Save the Children and delivered Monitoring & Evaluation 
programs at Mercy Corps. Marina holds a Masters in Law and Diplomacy 
from the Fletcher School at Tufts University and a BA from Brandeis 
University. 

Marina leads the development of TAG operations in Myanmar and the 
establishment of TAG Myanmar local charity registration in 2013. She 
initiated the relationship with Rotary International in Seattle and developed 
the partnership that led to the launch of the maternal and child health 
program which is currently implemented by TAG and Rotary in the Shan 
State, improving the lives of mothers and babies across 150 villages and 
impacting 80,000 people. 
 

The JRC has joined the Seattle Rotary Club in initiating this Global Grant 
project. It is interesting that the project is based on Israel’s ‘Tipat Halav’ (A 
Drop of Milk) the effective mother and baby program. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

02 January  JRC Board  
            Meeting 2.30 p.m. 
 
09 January  t.b.a. 
 

11 January  Semi-annual 
District 2490 Conference, 
Kfar Yonah 
 

17 March  District & JRC 90th 
Anniversary Gala 

” 

 



The President’s Corner   
  

As usual the New Year is upon us and we wonder how it is that the Old Year zipped by so quickly. We 
look back at the last six months of our Rotary year and we ask ourselves whether we have achieved the 
objectives grandly presented at the Changeover in June. The record is a mixed one. Weekly meetings 

with their full program continued regularly but attendance was disappointing. Reasons 
for this would include summer travel and the disruption of the festivals but there were 
too many excuses, some lame, some real, for not coming to the weekly meeting. 
Attempts to recruit new members were initially encouraging but with little result. 
However towards the end of 2018 there was an increase of interest and we hope to 
induct new members soon. 

Our Foundation committee will resume its activity now and plan the 2019 
scholarship program. Every member of the JRC is also part of the Foundation amutah 
that depends on donations to continue its 50+ years of activity. The weekly “Foundation 

Greetings” that reminds us of birthdays, anniversaries and joyful family events, is also a reminder to 
make a donation to the Jerusalem Rotary Foundation. Thank you to the donors of the last six months. 
May their number increase. 

The jewel in our crown is undoubtedly the Community Services Committee that continues its 
excellent work in identifying community projects, both large and small. We have been successful over 
the years to join with other clubs, both here and abroad, in the earlier Matching Grants and now in the 
updated Global Grants. Here too we depend on members’ generosity to enable us to sustain this 
activity. Currently the committee is investigating a Global Grant that will be firmly Jerusalem based. 
Further details as soon as the initial discussions move to the project document stage. 

Let us look forward to this New Year of 2019 and 90th Anniversary Celebration with optimism and 
hope for the enlargement and increased activity of our club. For this to happen we all need to participate, 
to contribute and to support a re-energised Jerusalem Rotary Club. Let’s be 90 years young! 

 

David Seligman 
President 2018-19  

 

Foundation Greetings 
 

 

Birthday 
 

7 January  Happy Birthday PERRY RODED 
 

Thoughts for the Week 
 

“Life is easier to take than you'd think. All 
that is necessary is to accept the impossible, 
do without the indispensable, and bear the 
intolerable."  

Happy New Year Rotarians and let us 
all start off on the right path with a 
donation to our Foundation! 
 

Since its establishment in1964 the JRC 
Foundation has awarded over 2,700 
scholarships to Jerusalem students who 
were committed to their studies and 
community service. 

Ruth Harris 
 

 

 

Events 
 
 

Anna Ticho LIFESCAPE Exhibition 
 

Last Wednesday club members enjoyed a guided 
visit of the ‘LIFESCAPE” exhibition of the works of 
Anna Ticho at Bet Ticho. Timna Seligman, the 
curator of the house and the exhibition, described 
the history of the house and the strong connection 
that Anna Ticho had with the flora and landscape of 
the Judean hills that surround Jerusalem. Matching 
her words to the many pictures made Anna’s vision 
clear to all.  

 
An excellent lunch followed at the Anna Restaurant 
on the upper floor of the house. With the Little Bell 
opening proceedings there was continuous  
conversation and laughter. A pity that there was only 
a limited number of members to enjoy the 
experience. 



 International Toast 

Rotary Club of Ottawa 
Have you ever wondered when 1st January was universally accepted as the first day of the New Year?  
Now you know.  

 31 December 1857 Queen Victoria chooses Ottawa as new capital of Canada 

 

 1 January 1583 1st day of the new Gregorian calendar in Holland & Flanders, France, Spain and 
Portugal. Named after Pope Gregory VIII it modified the preceding Julian calendar by fine tuning 
and establishing January 1st as the beginning of the New year  

 2 January 1903 US President Roosevelt shuts down post office in Indianola Miss, for refusing to 
accept its appointed postmistress because she was black 

 3 January 1521 Martin Luther excommunicated by Pope Leo X from the Roman Catholic Church. 
Same day in 1962 Pope John XXIII excommunicated Fidel Castro 

 4 January0 1989 George H. W. Bus  h is first Vice President since Martin Van Buren in 1837 to  

                          Luther                                 Castro                   G.W.H. Bush           Van Buren             Dubček 

               declare himself President of the United States 

 5 January 1968 Alexander Dubček succeeds Antonín Novotný as communist party leader of 
Czechoslovakia, important for the ultimate downfall of the Soviet Union 

Today we toast the Rotary Club of Ottawa, founded on 1 May, 1916 with 67 charter members, making it 
the 221st Rotary Club in Rotary International. Congratulations for Ottawa becoming Canada’s capital on 
31 December 1857. Founded in 1826 as Bytown, and incorporated as Ottawa in 1855, the city has 
evolved into the political centre of Canada. Ottawa has the most educated population among Canadian 
cities. It has the highest standard of living in the nation and low unemployment. As of 2016, Ottawa. 

Dieter Ziulkowski 
 

Overheard at the Bet Ticho lunch   Question: What is the truest definition of Globalization?       
 Answer: Princess Diana's death.    Question:  Really! How come?   
 Answer:        An English princess with an Egyptian boyfriend crashes in a French tunnel, driving a German car 
with a Dutch engine, driven by a Belgian who  was drunk on Scottish whiskey, followed closely by Italian 
Paparazzi, on Japanese motorcycles, treated by an American doctor, using Brazilian medicines!  And this is 
sent to you by an American, using Bill Gates' technology. And you are probably reading this on one of the  IBM 
clones that use Taiwanese-made chips, and Korean-made monitors, assembled by  Bangladeshi  workers in a 
Singapore plant,  transported by lorries driven by  Indians, hijacked by Indonesians, unloaded by Sicilian 
longshoremen,  trucked by Mexican illegal aliens, and finally sold to you. That, my friend, is Globalization!!! 
 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1857
https://www.onthisday.com/people/victoria
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1583
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1903
https://www.onthisday.com/people/theodore-roosevelt
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1521
https://www.onthisday.com/people/martin-luther
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1962
https://www.onthisday.com/people/john-xxiii
https://www.onthisday.com/people/fidel-castro
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1989
https://www.onthisday.com/people/george-h-w-bush
https://www.onthisday.com/people/martin-van-buren
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1968
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bytown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipal_corporation


From the Archive 
 

“The beautiful BELL, used to this day by the club, was presented to the Jerusalem 
Rotary Club in 1931. On it is inscribed, below the names of all Jerusalem Presidents, 
the words, “From Rotarians of Cairo 1933”    That was written in 1979 on the 
occasion of the club’s 50th Anniversary and the tradition continues to this day. There 
are now 90 names on the Bell and base. 

  

Unfortunately the original letter from 
Cairo was lost. It would have been a 
nostalgic reminder of different days and 
warm Rotarian fellowship relations. The 
bell is cast in bronze and has a wonderful 
clear ringing sound with a long musical 
reverberation time. The Cairo Club 
donated a similar bell to the Beirut Club 
that was established at the same time. 
 

The history of the Jerusalem Rotary Club 
began with its founding in 1929. The 
actual circumstances cannot be proven 
because original records of the event 
seem to have been lost or destroyed. The 
story passed down is that either Jim 

Davidson, a Rotarian from Calgary, Canada, the Honorary Commissioner for Rotary 
International, or Clare Martin, Near East manager of Shell Oil Co., invited a mixed 
group of Jerusalemites, each of whom thought he was the only invitee.. After an 
initial period of glowering at each other, courtesy prevailed and the men began to 
introduce themselves and to speak to each other. At this point their host entered the 
room and declared, “Gentlemen, the Rotary Club of Jerusalem is now in session.” 
 

The Jerusalem Rotary Club applied for its Charter on 22 January 1929 and received it 
on 11 March 1929 as did the Cairo Club. The Charter was presented at a festive 
meeting on 17 December 1929. 
 

90 years of the Jerusalem Rotary Club and 90 years of Rotary in the Land of Israel will 
be celebrated at a Reception & Gala Concert at  Jerusalem Theatre, 17 March 2019. 
 

  

The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. 

On the last Wednesday of every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, the Rotary program 

and a presentation by selected speakers. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome.  Kosher meals on advance request. 

 


