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Today’s Program  -   
 
"Is American History Repeating Itself? – A Discussion"  
 
Moderators:              
 
P/P Don Edelstein, Director of Int'l Services and Foreign Student Affairs (1967-72, 
ret.) niversity of Cincinnati, National Board Member, AACI  
 
R/ Art Braunstein, USFSO (ret.) Assignment Washington DC, 1967-69.  
 
Don and Art will moderate the discussion from an American and International 
perspective.  Each was witness to social unrest and riot during the turbulent days 
of Viet-Nam (Kent State Massacre -- May 1970) and following the murder of Rev. 
Martin Luther King (April 1968).  The Kent State University Massacre saw four 
students murdered and nine others wounded, not by police, but by the State 
National Guard.  
 
The discussion will revolve around what is similar and worse in the current/recent 
demonstrations, riots and destruction in cities throughout the United States.  
 

We have a virtual meeting again using the internet application ZOOM. Please log 
in as follows: just before 1:00 pm (1300), of the meeting date, click on the 

following "Join URL":  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200 or only the 
numbers 86112105200 in the log-in window of ZOOM 

 

 

Fellowship Greetings  
 
Happy Birthday to our  Geert on June 7. Mazal Tov. Dieter and his wife Florence 
celebrated their wedding anniversary on the same day. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
17 June, 2020 tba  
 

https://web.zoom/
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112105200


 
Foundation Thoughts of the Week   
 

There once was a club called Rotary which met to do good at the Y 
But Corona changed our rationality 
And Zoom is now part of our vocabulary 
As we meet face to face on the fly. 
 
With apologies to all those who practice the art of the limerick, but let us not 
forget our Foundation. DONATE! 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                        

  The President’s Corner 

 
 Nearly a year ago, I began my term as club president and now, it is almost over.  Soon, I will be passing a (virtual) 

gavel to our good friend, Dieter Ziulkowski, who will lead us during Rotary year 2020-2021. 

It has been an honor to serve, even if circumstances did not permit as much accomplishment as I had hoped; 
whether due to my stroke last summer or the limitations on group activity caused by the COVID19 pandemic.  
Yet, we have continued to function as a Rotary club. 
 
For that, I have to thank all of you; especially the other officers, board members and committee chairs, for your 
good wishes, your encouragement and your support. 
 
I have always believed that one reason why Rotary club presidents change annually  is that Rotarians are leaders, 
that just about any  member is capable of leadership, and should get the chance. 
 
Let us resolve to support Dieter and his administration in the coming year,  and live up to our club's proud 
heritage  of service to Jerusalem and to the world. 
  

 

                                                                                                                                                                Robert Hammer          

   International Toast – Rotary Club of Donelson-Hermitage in Tennessee 

Three noteworthy historical events that happened on 10 June, the day of our meeting: 

1692 Bridget Bishop (c. 1632 – 10 June 1692) was the first person executed for witchcraft during the Salem witch 
trials in 1692 in the colony of Massachusetts. More than two hundred people were accused. Thirty were found 
guilty, nineteen of whom were executed by hanging (fourteen women and five men). One other man, Giles Corey, 
was pressed to death for refusing to plead, and at least five people died in jail.  Bishop was accused of bewitching 
five young women on the date of her examination by the authorities, April 19 1692. A record was given of her 
trial by Cotton Mather in "The Wonders of the Invisible World." In his book, Mather recorded that several people 
testified against Bishop, stating that the shape of Bishop would pinch, choke or bite them. The shape also 
threatened to drown one victim if she did not write her name in a certain book. During the trial, anytime Bishop 

https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1692
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witchcraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_witch_trials
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_witch_trials
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giles_Corey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crushing_(execution)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_Mather


would look upon one of those supposed to be tortured by her, they would be immediately struck down and only 
her touch would revive them. More allegations were made during the trial including that of a woman saying that 
the apparition of Bishop tore her coat, upon further examination her coat was found to be torn in the exact spot. 
During her sentencing, a jury of women found a third nipple upon Bishop (then considered a sure sign of 
witchcraft), yet upon a second examination the nipple was not found. In the end Mather states that the biggest 
thing that condemned Bishop was the gross amount of lying she committed in court. According to Mather, "there 
was little occasion to prove the witchcraft’,  Bishop was sentenced to death and hanged 

                                                     

                                                           

1845 Andrew Jackson's African Grey parrot "Poll" is removed from his funeral for swearing at The Hermitage, 
Tennessee. The Hermitage neighbourhood in Nashville is named for its main landmark, the 1,100-acre plantation 
where President Andrew Jackson lived from 1804-1845. Funeral attendee William Menefee Norment recorded: 
"Before the sermon and while the crowd was gathering, a wicked parrot that was a household pet got excited and 
commenced swearing so loud and long as to disturb the people and had to be carried from the house”. President 
Jackson was one tough man. Not only was he a war hero, but when a man tried to shoot him at a speaking 
engagement and the gun misfired, President Jackson, 67 at the time, beat the would-be assassin almost senseless 
with his walking stick. Jackson outfitted the White House with a dozen spittoons, fought duels, and was the first 
president to open the White House for public visits. So it seems natural that his language might have been kind 
of, um, salty — but what did his parrot say exactly? No one seems to $%&! know. 

1967 Israel, Syria, Jordan, Iraq & Egypt end "6-Day War" with UN help. The war was fought between 5 and 10 
June 1967.  Egypt and Jordan agreed to a ceasefire on 8 June, and Syria agreed on 9 June; a ceasefire was signed 
with Israel on 11 June. In the aftermath of the war, Israel had crippled the Egyptian, Syrian and Jordanian 
militaries, having killed over 20,000 troops while losing fewer than 1,000 of its own. The displacement of civilian 
populations resulting from the war would have long-term consequences, as 300,000 Palestinians fled the West 
Bank and about 100,000 Syrians left the Golan Heights. Across the Arab world, Jewish minority communities fled 
or were expelled, with refugees going mainly to Israel or Europe. 

Today we are toasting the Rotary Club of Donelson-Hermitage on the remarkable event with a misbehaving 
parrot at Andrew Jackson’s funeral. It seems that RC Donelson-Hermitage had its anniversary  just in March this 
year – 60 years! Congratulations.  

                                                                                                                                          Dieter Ziulkowski   

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

  Some other news 
                   

    Bridget Bishop   Cotton Mather   President Andrew Jackson 
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    Below please find the letter of the Jerusalem YMCA in reply to our donation: 
 

 
 

 
 



 
The participants of last week’s ZOOM  meeting, courtesy of Eli: 
 
 

                                 
                           
 

  One of our projects, past and present 
 
        From the Rotary Year 2019 – 2020: 
 
Leprosy Global Grant Proposal.  Proposal from JRC sister club, Makati RC, in the Philippines. Awaiting further 
information 
 
 

 

 
The Jerusalem Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at 1 p.m. (13.00) at the 
Jerusalem International YMCA on King David Street. On the last Wednesday of 
every month it meets in the evening at 7 p.m. (19.00). NIS75 covers lunch/dinner, 
the Rotary program and a presentation by selected speakers. Kosher meals can be 
ordered until 90 minutes before the start of the meeting, by sending a message to 
our secretary 
054-4295680. Visiting Rotarians and visitors are welcome. 
 

 


